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Sturgis, H. H. was a Confederate veteran of the Civil War. He served as pastor of West Palm 

Beach Baptist Church in 1901, Key West Baptist Church and Eden Baptist Church, 

Brooksville. Sturgis was a founding member of First Baptist Church, Homestead. 

Sturgis and his wife had three daughters. 

 

 

 
 
 



PASTORS OF THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
WEST PALM BEACH, FLORIDA

------- - —Year Membership
H. H. Sturges, Florida 1901-1903 )

---- ------------
37

VV. It. Lambert, AlaBUlilil ■ 65
W. L. Savage, Jackson, Tenn. 1903-1901 83
C. V. Waugh, Lake City, F'la. 1904-1905 65
S. S. Gibson, Hendersonville, N.C. 1906-1911 101
Frank P. Gates, Lexington, ky. 1913 107
G. R. Phillips, Florida 1913-1914 117
W. II. Hubbard, N. 1. 1915-1918 116
C. S. Lester, South Haven. Mich. 1919-1920
E. B. Jenkins, Kershaw, S. C. 1920-1925 600
John Roach Straton, New York 1926 800
J. W. Williams 1926-1927
C. II. Bolton, Alabama 1927-1939 1,438
Ira D. S. Knight, Virginia 1939-1945 1,739
R. Kelly White, North Carolina 1946- 2,644

c. S. Lester E. B. Jenkins

John Roach Straton J. W. Williams

C. H. Bolton Ira D. S. Knight



January 26. 1893, at Brooksville, Mr. Cobb married Anna S. Sturgis, a native of 
Dallas, Alabama, daughter of Rev. 11. H. Sturgis. Her father has been a well known 
minister of the Baptist Church. In 1883 he moved to Hernando County, and in the 
performance of his duties he walked and rode horseback all over this section of the 
state. He is now living retired at the age of eighty. History of Florida: Past and 
Present, Historical and Biographical, Volume 2, p. 348.

The first church that was officially recorded as established and built in Homestead 
was First Baptist Church, organized on September 5, 1909, with founding 
members Reverend H. II. Sturgis, Mr. and Mrs. W. D. Home, Mr. and Mrs. I. A. 
Campbell and Mrs. S. E. Livingston. Homestead. Florida: From Railroad Boom to 
Sonic Boom.

H. H. Sturgis served as pastor of West Palm Beach Baptist Church in 1901, Key West Baptist 
Church and Eden Baptist Church, Brooksville. Sturgis was a founding member of First Baptist 
Church, Homestead. Source: Indian River Baptist Association Minutes, 1901, p. 14. Florida 
Baptist Historical Society files.

Key West: Baptist Church, the Old and the New. The names of the succeeding 
pastors are Reverends H. M. King, W. W. Bostwick, J. L. D. Hillyer, R. F. Hart, 
W. H. House, T. J. Porter, James L. Rogers, H. H. Sturgis, J. W. Tucker, M. A. 
Clonts, who served twice as pastor, W. A. Norwood who served a few months in 
the interim, and Earl D. Sims. Rev. C. E. W. Dobbs, the present pastor came here 
in September, 1910.



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



to denominational people of today. In April, 1847, Mr. Doolittle returned to his northern home, when Mr. 

J. H. Breaker became pastor, and preached at the court house, and in the Methodist chapel. 

 

During Mr. Breaker's pastorate the first meeting house was contracted for; the price being six hundred 

dollars. This house was opened for worship January 2, 1849. 

 

From 1852 to 1890 the records of the church are lost. The church however, was not prosperous, the 

constant change of pastors preventing any progress. 

 

During the Civil War the white Baptists drifted into other churches, and the church building was taken 

possession of by the negro Baptists, who held services there until the fall of 1879, when Rev. William F. 

Wood, who had been a chaplain in the Union Army, came to Key West and revived interest in the Baptist 

church. He continued as pastor until early in 1900, when he went to Fernandina, where he died. During 

his pastorate in Key West he served as a missionary in Cienfuegos, Cuba, for about two years. He was the 

first evangelical missionary to that island. 

 

In 1866 the church building was destroyed by fire, and the present Baptist church was shortly afterwards 

erected, largely through the generosity of Mr. John White, who was for more than forty years a member 

of the congregation. A handsome memorial window to him now adorns the front of the edifice. 

 

The names of the succeeding pastors are Reverends H. M. King, W. W. Bostwick, J. L. D. Hillyer, R. F. 

Hart, W. H. House, T. J. Porter, James L. Rogers, H. H. Sturgis, J. W. Tucker, M. A. Clonts, who served 

twice as pastor, W. A. Norwood who served a few months in the interim, and Earl D. Sims. Rev. C. E. W. 

Dobbs, the present pastor came here in September, 1910. 

 

During Mr. White's life, and the pastorate of Mr. Wood the church thrived to a remarkable degree, and 

became one of the foremost evangelical influences in the city. After Mr. White's death the congregation 

not being wealthy, funds for the support of the church were hard to raise, and it was difficult to secure and 

keep the services of a pastor, so the congregation gradually dwindled away. 

 

During the pastorate of Rev. M. A. Clonts it regained its old time membership. Mr. Clonts first came to 

Key West in August, 1901, and stayed until October, 1902. Air. Norwood succeeded him and served 

nearly a year. The church was again left pastorless from August, 1903, until Mr. Clonts returned in April, 

1904. It was then that the church started on its present era of prosperity. During his pastorate the old First 

Baptist Church was formally dissolved, and the Eaton Street Baptist Church organized on March 23, 

1905. On March 3, 1901, the old church unanimously voted to transfer the property to the Home Mission 

Board of the Southern Baptist Convention, but nothing was done towards the transfer until Mr. Clonts' 

second pastorate, when it was finally consummated. The church was then repaired and improved by the 

addition of the new front, with its attractive columns, and a pastorium was erected. Mr. Clonts ended his 

pastorate here September 30, 1908, and had a church for a short time in Jacksonville. He has since been 

engaged in life insurance, and has prospered. 

 

Rev. Earl D. Sims was pastor from June, 1909, until July 31, 1910. 

 

The church under the pastorate of Rev. C. E. W. Dobbs, has grown in membership and grace, and is now 

one of the strong religious influences on the island. 

 

The Baptist pastors of Key West have had the hardest tasks of any of our ministers, as each one has found 

the small congregation badly scattered, and have had to "Watch the things they gave their. lives to, 

broken, and stoop and build them up with worn-out tools." 

 

Penny
Key West (Florida Keys)



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 



 


