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Straner, Edward M. (1923-2004) was born in Largo, Florida the son of Frank and Virginia
Marie Straner. He served in the U. S. Army Air Corps during World War II and two years as a U.
S. Air Force chaplain in Alabama and Korea. Straner graduated from Stetson University and
Southern Baptist Seminary. He served as pastor of West Gate Baptist Church, West Palm Beach,
River Road Baptist Church, Palatka, and First Baptist Church, East Palatka. Straner served as an
officer of the Florida Baptist Historical Society and wrote 4 History of the St. Johns River
Baptist Association. He and his wife, Julie Ann Ellis Straner were married 53 years and had two
daughters.















https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/106424450/edward m-straner
Rev Edward M. “Ed” Straner V Veteran
Birth

27 Mar 1922

Largo, Pinellas County, Florida, USA
Death

3 Jan 2004 (aged 81)

East Palatka, Putnam County, Florida, USA
Burial

Palatka Memorial Gardens

Palatka, Putnam County, Florida, USA Show Map GPS-Latitude: 29.626258, Longitude: -
Rev. Edward M. "Ed" Straner, 81, of East Palatka died Saturday, January 3, 2004 at Kindred
Hospital North Florida in Green Cove Springs following a brief illness.
He was born in Largo and grew up in Clearwater. He had been a resident of Putnam County for
the past 41 years, coming from Belle Glade. He attended public schools in Clearwater; graduated
from Stetson University in DeLand in 1950 and graduated from the Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary in 1953. During World War II he served in the Army Air Corps as a B-24 radio
mechanic, serving in the South Pacific. After graduation from seminary he served as an Air Force
chaplain for two years, including service in Korea. He served in the pastoral ministry for 31
years including West Palm Beach, Belle Glade, River Road Baptist Church near Palatka (1963-
1972), and First Baptist Church of East Palatka (1972-1987). He had also served faithfully as St.
Johns River Baptist Association Clerk for the last 38 years. In addition, he served as a member
and officer of the Florida Baptist Historical Society. He is the author of "A Century for Christ: A
History of the St. Johns River Baptist Association, Inc., 1879-1979." He was working on an
update to that book. He was also known for his many miniature paintings he distributed depicting
the three crosses of Calvary along with the murals he had painted for many churches.
He was preceded in death by two brothers and sister-in-law, Albert and June Straner; and Frank
Straner.
He is survived by his wife of 53 years, Julie Straner, East Palatka; two daughters and son-in-law,
Karen and Steve Evans, Fort Pierce; and Kathy Straner, East Palatka; one brother, Rev. Joe
(Becky) Straner, Toccoa, Ga.; one sister and brother-in-law, Anne and Paul Sterner, Grass Valley,
Calif.; one sister-in-law, Grace Straner, Dunedin; one step-granddaughter, Brittany Evans, Fort
Pierce; and several nieces and nephews.
Memorial services will be Thursday, Jan. 8 at First Baptist Church in Palatka with Dr. Pat
Davidson, Dr. John Pelham, the Revs. Eddie Humes and Charlie Rabun officiating. Burial will
be in Palatka Memorial Gardens at a later date.
Masters Funeral Home in Palatka is handling arrangements. (Palatka Daily News Obituary dtd 6
Jan 2004.)
He was the son of Frank Straner and Virginia Marie “Regina” Laurent
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and three interim pastors. Present pastor John Pelham, came to First Baptist Church in March,
1963.

The church continues to minister in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ with emphasis upon its
ministries.

RIVER ROAD BAPTIST CHURCH
Palatka, Florida
“One of 30,000"

On January 29, 1956, a group began worshipping in the home of Willie and Stella Roberts,
The first two meetings were held in their living room and then moved into the garage of their
home. This new work was called (he River Road Baptist Chapel and was sponsored by the
First Baptist Church of Palatka, Florida.

Among those serving on the mission committee were Dr. H. K. Mastella, pastor of the First
Baptist Church, Car! Rivers, chairman, Frank Boutwell, Jack Scurry, and Claude Conway.

In March, 1956, the men of the congregation built a wooden lrame building, consisting of
four classrooms and an auditorium. The building was constructed on the fand given Lo the
chapel by Willie and Stella Roberts. This is where they worshipped unti! the present building
was constructed in 1960,

The first regular speaker was Bro. Charlie Taylor, a layman from the First Baptist Church of
Palatka, Florida. The first pianists were Mrs. Helen Wycoff and Mrs. Vivian Rivers, both of the
First Baptist Church, and Ted Norris. The first song [eaders were Joe Baggerley, Ted Norris, and
Randell Driggers.

As the congregalion grew, more space was needed for classrooms. The young people of the
chapel moved their Sunday School classes to a wooden frame building near the chapel. This
building belonged to James and Evelyn Bradshaw.

The first pastor called to serve was the Rey, Alton Stevens, from Flagler Beach, Florida, on
December 31, 1956. Rev, Stevens and his wife, Martha, had lwo (2) sons. Rev. Stevens resigned
on August 11, 1957,

In January 1958, Bro. James Bradshaw donated a new pulpit and several new pews to the
chapel. Later, Bro. Bradshaw built a communion table, chairs, and smaller tables for the
chapel.

The second pastor, Rev. Charles Smith, was called in April, 1958 from the Pine Grove Baptist
Church, Gainesville, Florida.

Rev. Smith, his wife Laura, and daughters Sandra and Diane served here until May 15, 1960.
During his ministry, construction of the present building was begun and the pastorium was
purchased. Rev. Smith performed the first wedding to be held in the Chapel. Those married
were Charles and Toni Hall on September 26, 1958,

On January 4, 1959, Bro. Harvey Cannon was ordained as deacon. Bro. Cannon was the first
deacon lo be ordained in the chapel. Those assisting in the ordaination included: The late
Rev. Maivin Stedham, Field Secretary of the Florida Baptist Convention, District No. &, who
gave the Charge o Lhe Deacon; The Rev. V. J. Major of East Palatka Baptist Church, who gave
the Charge to the Church; The Rev. C. E, Faulk, Lundy Baptist Church, who gave the Ordaina-
tion Prayer; The Rev. Kenneth Hansen, pastor of the First Baptist Church, led (he Examination
of Deacon, assisted by Bro. Carl Rivers and Bro. John Barrantine, deacons of the First Baptist
Church. The Benediction was given by Bro, Carl Rivers.

On July 10, 1960, the Rev. C. Ronald Cuimbie was called from the Union Baptist Church,
Defore, Kentucky as the chapel's third pastor. A native of Georgia, and a graduate of the
Southern Baptiist Theological Seminary, Louisville, Kentucky, he came with his wife Rosemary
and daughter Pamela. Later that year, their son, Perry, was borne.

During his stay, the present building, consisting ef an auditerium and thirteen {13)
classrooms, was completed. The building was built by the men of the congregation with the
late Harley Driggers as general contractor. The building was dedicated in Oclober, 1960.

In February, 1963, Rev. Cumbie was called to pastor a church in Wauchuia, Florida.

Rev. Edward M. Straner, a native of Clearwater, Florida, and a graduate of Stetson University
and the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville, Kentucky, was called and preached
his first sermon, June 23, 1963. Rev. Straner came from Belle Glade, Florida where he had
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served as assistant pastor and mission pastor for five and a half (5 1/2) years. Mrs, Straner was
the former Julia Ann Ellis of Deland, daughters, Kathy and Karen.

During Rev. Straner’'s ministry the following served as deacans: John Hall, Sr, John Hall,
Jr., Charles Hall, Peary Tomlinson, Lloyd Langston, Louis Geoghagen, |r, Dan Ward, Sidney
Allen, Harold Roberts, James D. Ford, Roy Childre and Wayne Shigley. Musicians were Mrs.
Jewell Broer, Miss Viola Driggers {Mys. Harris George], Miss Cindy Allen, pianists; Miss Jeannie
Ford {Mrs, Tommy Clay, Ir.} organist and pianist; Ted Narris, James D. Ford, and Benny
Godirey, song leaders,

Bro. Carey Douglas fo Mississippi preached four {4) revivals during this time and was greatly
responsible for the spiritual growth of the church. The pastorium was also renovated during
this time with the late Harley Driggers as contractor.

The mission was constituted into a church july 13, 1969, Among those participating in the
service were; Rev. John Pelham, pastor, First Baptist Church, deacons, trustees, and members
of the Mission Commitlee of the First Baptist Church and others. Rev. Edward M. Straner was
called as first pastor of the River Road Baptist Church.

The members of the church greatly appreciate Dr. Mastella and Rev. Kennelh Hansen,
former pastors of the First Baptist Church, and Rev. lohn Petham, present pastor of the First
Baptist Church and their members for working with us and standing behind us for 13 1/2 years
as our mother church.

Rev. Straner was called as pastor of the First Baptist Church of East Palatka, Florida. During
his tast service as pastor, February 13, 1972, he baptized Mr. and Mrs. Ellis Cooper and Donnie
Rawl. During the eight and a half years as pastor, the church debt was paid, the chapel con-
stituted into a church, the pastorium renovated, and a total of 155 additions to the church.

The church received the Wurlilizer Organ as a gift from Mr. Reginal Varnes, Las Vegas,
Mevada. Mr. Varnes is an uncle of Bro. Louis Geoghagen, Ir.

During the time belween pastors, the late Rev. J. D. Keslerson was called as Interim Pastor
and served Irom April, 1972 unlil January, 1973, During his stay, the church was air condi-
tioned and the spiritual life of the church was greatly enriched.

The present pastor, the Rev. Barney Andrews came in January, 1973. Both he and his wife,
Elease are natives of Lake Butler, Florida, They were called here from the Southside Baptist
Church in Perry, Florida.

In fanuary, 1973 Lhe total membership of the church was 169, Sunday School enrolment 85,
Church Training enrolment 25. The unified budget was fixed at $11,430 with $45 per vear
given to the associational missions.

During the first three years of his ministry, 106 additions have been added to the church,
bringing the present membership to 264. The Sunday School is fully graded by departmental
age, wilh several new classes added. The present Sunday School enrolment is 167, The Church
Training has also been reorganized, wilh the present enrolment of 101 and an average weekly
attendance of 62,

1974 was & great yeai in the life of the Church, During that vear the spiritual life of the
church was greatly enriched, reflecting in growth and achievements. In said year, the sanctu-
ary was carpeted, the Minister of Music and Youth was called, and a bus ministry begun,

David Graves, student at Stetson University Music School, was called in Qctober, 1974 as
Minister of Music and Youth. Three active choirs have been organized with an enrolment of
ninety {90) and an average weekly attendance of 63. Choir rohes for the Adult Choir were
purchased in the Spring of 1975, The Youlh Choir went on its first Choir Tour in August of
1975,

Those serving as musicians during this time were: Mrs. Virginia {Richard) Roberts, Organist;
Miss Cindy Allen, Pianist; Mrs. Viola (Harris) George, Youth Choir Pianist; and Kenneth Nosris,
Assistant Music Director.

On December 1, 1974, the church bus made its first run. After the morning worship service,
the congregation dedicated the bus with prayer led by the pastor, Rev. Barney Andrews. The
first Bus Director was Harold Roberts. Amony those who served as bus drivers were: Marline
Williams, Jr,, A, Q. johns, Jr., Tommy Waller, David Graves, and Edward Wiley. There is an
average of 28 riders on the bus.

The Church is free of debt and plans are under way to build a new auditorium.

We appreciate those who have worked in the church and added to its spiritual growth.
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