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Straner, Edward M. (1923-2004) was born in Largo, Florida the son of Frank and Virginia 

Marie Straner. He served in the U. S. Army Air Corps during World War II and two years as a U. 

S. Air Force chaplain in Alabama and Korea. Straner graduated from Stetson University and 

Southern Baptist Seminary. He served as pastor of West Gate Baptist Church, West Palm Beach, 

River Road Baptist Church, Palatka, and First Baptist Church, East Palatka. Straner served as an 

officer of the Florida Baptist Historical Society and wrote A History of the St. Johns River 

Baptist Association. He and his wife, Julie Ann Ellis Straner were married 53 years and had two 

daughters.  

 



St. Johns River
Edward M. Straner, 81, of East Palatka, retired pastor and clerk of the St. John River Baptist 

Association, died Jan. 3. He served as pastor of several Florida churches, including River Road Baptist Church, 

Palatka, and First Baptist Church, East Palatka. Straner served as an officer of the Florida Baptist Historical Society and wrote A History of the St. Johns 
River Baptist Association, Inc. He is survived by is wife of 53 years, Julie; and two daughters, Karen Evans and Kathy Straner.



 

 
 
 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/106424450/edward_m-straner 

Rev Edward M. “Ed” Straner VVeteran 

Birth 

    27 Mar 1922 

    Largo, Pinellas County, Florida, USA 

Death 

    3 Jan 2004 (aged 81) 

    East Palatka, Putnam County, Florida, USA 

Burial 

    Palatka Memorial Gardens 

    Palatka, Putnam County, Florida, USA Show Map GPS-Latitude: 29.626258, Longitude: - 

Rev. Edward M. "Ed" Straner, 81, of East Palatka died Saturday, January 3, 2004 at Kindred 

Hospital North Florida in Green Cove Springs following a brief illness. 

He was born in Largo and grew up in Clearwater. He had been a resident of Putnam County for 

the past 41 years, coming from Belle Glade. He attended public schools in Clearwater; graduated 

from Stetson University in DeLand in 1950 and graduated from the Southern Baptist Theological 

Seminary in 1953. During World War II he served in the Army Air Corps as a B-24 radio 

mechanic, serving in the South Pacific. After graduation from seminary he served as an Air Force 

chaplain for two years, including service in Korea. He served in the pastoral ministry for 31 

years including West Palm Beach, Belle Glade, River Road Baptist Church near Palatka (1963-

1972), and First Baptist Church of East Palatka (1972-1987). He had also served faithfully as St. 

Johns River Baptist Association Clerk for the last 38 years. In addition, he served as a member 

and officer of the Florida Baptist Historical Society. He is the author of "A Century for Christ: A 

History of the St. Johns River Baptist Association, Inc., 1879-1979." He was working on an 

update to that book. He was also known for his many miniature paintings he distributed depicting 

the three crosses of Calvary along with the murals he had painted for many churches. 

He was preceded in death by two brothers and sister-in-law, Albert and June Straner; and Frank 

Straner. 

He is survived by his wife of 53 years, Julie Straner, East Palatka; two daughters and son-in-law, 

Karen and Steve Evans, Fort Pierce; and Kathy Straner, East Palatka; one brother, Rev. Joe 

(Becky) Straner, Toccoa, Ga.; one sister and brother-in-law, Anne and Paul Sterner, Grass Valley, 

Calif.; one sister-in-law, Grace Straner, Dunedin; one step-granddaughter, Brittany Evans, Fort 

Pierce; and several nieces and nephews. 

Memorial services will be Thursday, Jan. 8 at First Baptist Church in Palatka with Dr. Pat 

Davidson, Dr. John Pelham, the Revs. Eddie Humes and Charlie Rabun officiating. Burial will 

be in Palatka Memorial Gardens at a later date. 

Masters Funeral Home in Palatka is handling arrangements. (Palatka Daily News Obituary dtd 6 

Jan 2004.) 

He was the son of Frank Straner and Virginia Marie “Regina” Laurent 
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St Johns River minutes 1975 River Road BC, Palatka 

 


