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Stokes, Jerry was the son of Jesse Lee and Maxine Stokes. He served as pastor of Green Pond
Baptist Church, Polk City.
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POLK CITY

n 100 years, Green Pond Baptist Church has

gone from a makeshift structure to a debt-

free newbuilding, and it has grown from its
roots as a small country church.

But one thing hasn't changed for the Southern
Buptmconmﬁon God.Godlmwnﬂn-
eh-through the years, says
pastor at Green Pond
N s Sunday the church will
omchllynoophelhlomevny
Anniversary services are planned for 10 a.m.
Sunday at the church, 725 Green Pond Road.
The guest speaker is a former pastor, the Rev.
Leonard Branton of Orlando.
The service will be followed by a barbecue

The Sunday service will be the first official
one in the new church, Stokes says. The new
building seats about 275 people, double the pre-
vious church’s size. Green Pond has a member-
ship of about 250 members.

1t started as a small church in 1894 in the
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says.

Before Green Pond Baptist constructed its
first building, a Methodist church and a school
were on the property. Both the church and the
school closed and Green Pond Baptist bought
the land, including an adjacent community

Green Pond Cemetery is no longer owned by
the church, but it is still a community burial
site, Stokes says.

Green Pond BaPtist has been settled on the
same site since that time, he says, and has car-
ried the same name.

R.T. Caddin. He earned $36 a year in 1902, llyl
the

mittee. The put grandparents of 'l'homu
Meeks, Meeks' husband, settled the Green Pond

Abraham Taylor Williams and his wife,
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The church and the community got its name
from Williams and his wife.

“I could never find a Green Pond when I first
came here,” Stokes says. He's been pastor at
Green Pond for the last 2 %2 years.

“The original settlers came from Green
Pond, S.C., and they the name with
them. We just found that out last year.”

Stokes estimates that there are several thou-
sand people living in the Green Pond
community.

accomplishment would be still
bduhnelﬂulooyurl,”uyl “Be-
ing able to exist is a lot.”

Green Pond has experienced some of the
same trials and tribulations as other churches,
the pastor says.

“We lose some people in their 20s and 30s,
but we have seen a turn-around as the more
society goes down hill. More people are turning
to the Lord,” he says.

“1 see a spiritual awakening in the yGung
people and they are returning to the Lord.
That's encouraging,” Stokes says.

What is his formula for continued

prosperity?

“In order to grow in God you need to focus on
the Lord,” Siokes says. “Also, someone once
said that you should pray like it all depends on
God and work like it all depends on you. A lot of

dinner on the gi with an old-fashi Andthocommlmltyhlmthechmhmw people want to pray and sit back and wait on
sing-along. The first minister at Green Pond was Pastor  along with it, he says. God. But you've got to do something, too.”
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C.C. Hancock 1913 Joe Speight 1962
Bro. Sutton ?227? *Leonard S. Townsend | 1964
*E.E. Taylor 1920 T.E. Ellerbee 1969
Bro. Parrish 1920 Quinn Cooper 1970
Will Cooper 1921 George C. Voyles 1972
Calvert 1922 Herbert Combee 1975
W.E. Cooper 1925 E.L. Kirkland 1977
H.G. Devane 1926 Felton Osteen 1979
Frank Farris 1929 John W. Brown, Jr. 1979
W.E. Cooper 1930 *Rodney P. Scott 1986
*Felton Osteen | 1934 Leonard Branton 1988
C.F. Williams 1942 i 1991
Morgan Hughes | 1946 | Jerry Stokes 1991 |
Roy Bryant 1948 Bert Harbison 1997
Moree Taylor 1948 Lindsey E. Elliott 1999
Morgan Hughes | 1950 Claude A. Walker, Jr. | 2001
*James Ellis 1950
* Ordained by Green Pond Baptist Church.
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