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Stiger, Delmar [also spelled Steiger] (1909-1983) was a native of Peoria, Illinois. He
served as pastor of Lake Ellen Baptist Church, 1962-1963 and First Baptist Church,
Woodville, 1963-1968. Stiger and his wife, Sara Ann Stiger had five children.
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Lake Ellen (Florida)

Posey; Walter Durrance and I.P. Rainey. Some of the young helpers
were Dale Langston; Reese Langston; Glen Langston; Floyd Gray; Bill
Gray and Truman Gray.

The "old timers" who constructed the first log church, who
worshiped under primitive and sometimes hostile conditions, would
be amazed at the present building. The church has been expanded, a
baptistry added, the ceiling lowered, the front entrance renovated
and a separate education building constructed. The sanctuary now
has the comfort of central heat and air conditioning, cushioned
pews, an excellent sound system and many other amenities.

Preachers were issued a call once a year at Lake Ellen Baptist
Church until 1946. Thirty-eight (38) men have served as pastors

since the church was organized in 1869. They are as follows:
NAME DATES SERVED
G.W. BOSTiCK. i ittt ittt ettt it eieann 1869-1877
Robert Pigott...... ..., 1877-1897
Daniel HayeS ... w et eeeeeeeeeeoneeeonnns 1897-1902
T s s I o 1902-1909
A U. REESE .t ittt ittt ittt eeeeeanen 1909-1911
Alexander CoOX.uwwweweeeeoeeoeeneoneonnns 1911-1913
James Holand........iiiiiiiieieeeennnn. 1913-1914
Bro. TuUuCKeTr. .. ..ttt ettt i ettt ieeneannn 1914-1917
S G- 1917-1920
C. Frank Wells. ..ottt eeeennann 1920-1926
J.E. DUPTEE. it it ittt sttt eeeeeeanens 1926-1927
/0 = O G- Y 11 3 1927-1929
William Elijah Gray......ceviiiiiiennn. 1929-1930
E.D. JOhNsSon. ...ttt eeeneennannn 1930-1932
Rufus Tucker....... ittt tenennn. 1932-1933
Mack RODISON. .. i ittt ie ettt ieeneennnn 1933-1936
Atlee V. Pickern Sr......iiiiiiienn.. 1936-1937
O.N. Revell. ..ttt tiittteieeanennn 1937-1942
Eugene OsSbOorn. ... ..t iitinteeeeeeneanns 1942-1943
C. Edward Rahel. .. ...ttt ennnnn 1943-1944
J.H. Hobbs. ... ..ttt iiin.. 1944-1949
E.C. Highanbotton...........oeieieo... 1949-1950
John H. Rick...... ..., 1950-1951
HOMETY DUJGAT 4 e v et e vt e oo e e eeeneeneeaneeans 1951-1952
L.C. LaWhoN .. oot it ittt ettt eeeeeenaaean 1952-1955
Frank Smith......oiiiiiiniieineeneennn. 1955-1957
Henry WilliamS.....coii it ennnn.. 1957-1958
Cisero TUCKET . i ittt it et e ettt ie e 1958-1960
T.F. MCReynoldsS. ...t eeeeeeennns 1961-1962
Delmar Steiger......ii ittt 1962-1963
William BUFliSON. v e ettt eteeeeeenenn. 1963-1966
P. Grady Elrod. .. ..c ittt eeneennn. 1966-1971

No Pastor (Interim O0.G. Hall).......... 1971-1972
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Over the years, First Baptist Church Woodville helped numerous people develop a deeper
relationship with Jesus Christ, and membership increased. In fact, because of the growth, the
church felt the need to expand its facilities and programs. In 1944, the members cut down some
pine trees for lumber to build new Sunday School rooms. Then, in 1945, they established a

“Standard Sunday School” during the one year pastorate of Bro. J.C. Kersey.

In 1946, an important decision was made to form a “joint field” with Crawfordville First
Baptist Church. At that time, the two churches called a pastor who divided his time equally

between the two locations.

Between 1946 and 1949, the church minutes emphasized a couple of messages which deeply
touched the congregation. In 1946, during his one year tenure as pastor, Bro. H.F. Jelks talked
about the building of the wall of Jerusalem. He used this as an object lesson to encourage the
church to build up their own Christian walk. Then, in 1947, Bro. Homer Duggar (1947-1950)
discussed putting forth their best effort toward God’s business which requires the same effort as
does man’s business. These messages led to the church holding its first revival services in July of
1947. Those services saw 34 additions to the church.

Shortly after the revival meetings, on January 14,
1948, the church building burned to the ground. During
that time, services were temporarily held with White
Primitive Baptist Church. It didn’t take long, though,
before the church members rebuilt the building.

At that point, the church sensed a need for a full-
time pastor and, in 1950, called Bro. U.W. Rollins to fill
the pulpit. In order to accommodate the new situation,
| the members cut more trees for lumber and built the
| pastorium. The process of building was slow, as money
was tight. However, God was faithful and the pastorium

The excitement of being “full-time” again led to a
significant growth spurt. During the 51* homecoming, a
ground breaking ceremony for a new education building
was held. This building was completed and the first Sunday School class was held there on
October 13, 1957, under the leadership of Bro. A. Price (1954-1959).

In 1961, under the guidance of E.W. Perryman (1959-1963), the church voted to borrow up
to $10,000.00 to build a second, and larger, education building using the existing church property
as collateral for the mortgage.

In 1963, Bro. Perryman resigned and Bro. Delmar Stiger became pastor of the church.
During Bro. Stiger’s tenure (1963-1968), ced significant blessings. In March
of 1963, a revival was held which saw 70 re-dedications and 13 other decisions. Under his
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