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Stewart, William Payne (1957-1999) was a professional golfer and won 18 tournaments in his 

lifetime. He won the U.S. Open twice. He and five others died in a tragic private 

plane crash on October 25, 1999. He touched many in life and death through his 

humor and faith. Over 3,000 people attended his funeral service at First Baptist 

Church in Orlando. Golf greats Jack Nicklaus, Tiger Woods, Paul Azinger, and over 

100 famous co-workers were present for the service. J. B. Collingsworth and Jim Henry were 

quoted by many sources as they spoke of the faith of Payne Stewart. He was survived by his wife 

Tracey Ferguson Stewart, daughter Chelsea, son Aaron, and mother Bee.  
Gulf Wire Services, October 25, 1999. 

Orlando Sentinel, October 30, 1999. 
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