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Stewart, William Payne (1957-1999) was a professional golfer and won 18 tournaments in his
lifetime. He won the U.S. Open twice. He and five others died in a tragic private
plane crash on October 25, 1999. He touched many in life and death through his
humor and faith. Over 3,000 people attended his funeral service at First Baptist
Church in Orlando. Golf greats Jack Nicklaus, Tiger Woods, Paul Azinger, and over

100 famous co-workers were present for the service. J. B. Collingsworth and Jim Henry were

quoted by many sources as they spoke of the faith of Payne Stewart. He was survived by his wife

Tracey Ferguson Stewart, daughter Chelsea, son Aaron, and mother Bee.

Gulf Wire Services, October 25, 1999.

Orlando Sentinel, October 30, 1999.
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A tragic farewell
for a remarkable
golfer

MITCH ALBOM
KNIGHT RIDDER NEWSPAPERS

ne of the early news reparts
Saidonly thepilots i

were dead. That Stewart and

others inside might be alive,

stranded in the clouds, with no
down

and bring that baby n. It happens
in the movies, right?

Lifee s not the movies.

And heroes are still human
beings.

‘The truth is, the pilots did not

Monday morn-
ing, happened very fast. The cabin
likely depressurized. No one had
time ct — not the pilots, not
Stewart’s two agents, not Stewart
himself. The iemperature inside
the cabin dropped to below freez-
ing. The windows iced over. The
passengers, because n:hmp loss of
pressiure, were instantly incapaci-
tated or perhaps, due to lack of
oxygen, already dead.

‘The plane continued on &
straight line, rising steadily into a
meandering farewell voyage, a
Viking funeral above the clouds.
On auto-pilot, it cruised gently for

souri and Nebraska. Several F-16's
flew alongside, trying to gauge the
damage or rouse the crew. But
there was nothing to be done, only
{ly in siep, like steely pallbearers
waiting for the tin casket to.drop,
Finally, somewhere over South
Dakota, the jet sputtered, then fell
from the sky. It plunged nose first
finto a grassy field, with not
enough fuel left inside to cause a
fire. Just a crash. A horrible
sound. And the end of all on board
and every dream they ever had.
Good-bye to William Payne
Stewart, the golfer with the baggy
pants and the oversized heart.

A CHAMPIONSHIP SEASON
That was his real first name, you

know, Willlam. His father used to

make him write it on his entry

PAYNE STEWART, 1957-1999

———

Payne Stewart is embraced by his caddie, Mike Hicks, after winning the U.S, Open golf championship at
the Pinehurst Resort & Country Club's No. 2 course in Pinehurst, N.C. in this June 20 photo. Spending a

weekend with his family might have saved Hick's life. Mike Hicl

frequent|
died Monday with five other people when their Learet crashed in South Dakota.

cards at the U.S, Open, until the
~som became well h
that “Payne” would suffice. Iden-

tity was never really a problem, to
be honest. Froi iment he

fer envied. Still, clothes made the

man

‘The story goes that when Stew-
art went.to sel his house in Orlan-
do, pop star Michael Jackson came
o ook at it. The owner's name
‘meant nothing to Jackson. until
‘someone said “the guy who wears
theknickers."

“Oh, that guy,” the King of Pop
said, "1 know who he is."

Didn't we all” In a certain way, it
‘was symbolic for the 42 year-old
Stewartfo say good-bye i sweep
above this country, and you sort of
‘hoped he could stay up thero forey:
er. For Stewart was more than a
good golfer, he was an American

_ golfer. He tnjected |ife and spirit
and individuality — you know,
American tra 0. sport

that seems bent on producing
robots. He loved the USA. He once
described himself as “the guy who
puts his hand over his heart when
they play the national anthem."”
At his first Ryder Cup, at Muir-
field Village in 1987, he cried when

they played pangled Ban-
er. And at his last Ryder Cup, just
a few weeks ago, outside Boston,
he celebrated his teammates'

come-from-behind victory the way

SSOCIATED PRESS

E
Childen play on the beach as the Stars and Stripas (right), the Scottish
Saitire (left) and the Royal St. Andrew's Club flag fiy at haf stat
outside the St. Andrews Links clubhouse In St. Andrews, Scotiand.

a celebrates a new toy.

Stewart won three majors i his _ rer i impact on hissport.*
career: the PGA and two U5, A PROUD
Opens, How fitting. All American, It is true, Stewart was known
But then, Stewart, tall and blond,  for much of his career as &

2 bridesmaid

SMU. He smoked cigars and ciga-  In more than two dozen
rettes. He listened to Jimmy Buf- umaments — but that only
fott. He drank rum with hisbud-  made his winning more complete.
dies, ‘This year, he sank a 15-foot putt on

He petulant the final the U5, Open to
stage (common to many American  outlast Phil Mickelson. In his
‘men), hek dohls  elation, Y
head (again. 4 common trait, he  Stewart congratulated Mickelson

gt onhis

married, had children whom he

1. Boing nfather 4 he best 5
L

He was flying to Texas for
another tournament when death,
‘which he could not stop for, kindly
stopped for him, The kid from
Springfield. Mo, was eulogized by

‘This from a man who just won
the U.S. Open.

You like to think things happen
for a reason. You like to think
Stewart had sucha r;l year

who praised his “remarkable

e this
would be it

But that is Just rationalization,
something we tell
«ease grief. The truth s, none of us
knows when our time will come.
Not the poor, not the rich, not the
‘winners or the runners-up.

You do your best while you're
‘here, that's all

Stews

from cancer in 1985, Once, Payne
took his young daughter to visit
the

“Why are you crying?” the
er

daughter asked.

“I'm crying” Stewart said,
“because [loved my father.”
Today that scene plays out

again, same family, next genera-
tion. And destiny, we are remind-
wd, is bigger than all of us. Even
those in big pants with big hearts
dan't get tofly forever.

A twist of fate ¢
Caddie stayed behind,
designer got on plane

Houston on Monday to prepare for
the Tour x
‘Borland didn’t plan to be on the.

be a pallbearer
al,and he and his wife also plan to
attend Fraley's services.

Hicks remembers
won the 1989 US. Open in Pine-

g ERRESEF SREEZE

1l

‘telephone.
Stewart, his agents, Robert Fra-
ley and Van Ardan, and the two
pilots, Michael  Kling and
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“But she went, and she said she CIASSIC at Madison, Miss.,
will be just 51 hales
was glad that she did because he 178" e H

sccmmorarsy Hicks said. “Really if she hadn't 18V, Saturday and Sunday. ’
ﬁ:,ﬁmv‘"ﬂn“ﬂ" Contribations i Steward's honur can be |
ally their itinerary, that he flies Made io The Payne Stewart
Iy trevels with Stewart. who  with i to the next tournament  Fund: First Orlando Foundation of
from Disney.” he First Buptist Church, 3000.5. Jobn
——erreree———  Instead, Hicks returned to North  Young Parkway, Orlando, FL, 32805-
e et Carolina on Sutiddy and flew to. 6691, o
STEWART From pAGE 1 g

Duval won the Tour
Championship at Champions
two years ago. What would

——————More Legal Ads On CLASSIFIED Page 2

“1 don't know," he said. “1
really don't know. The feelings
will probably not be as great as
they might have been.”

He may find out.
‘The Tour Championship will
st 27
Thursday, the first time a score Court, for
over 100 be to - g
lead after the first “round.” >0 Box
N on Friday for those lorida
who want to attend Stewart's raes of
service in Orlando.
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