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Stertz, James G. (1923-2001) was born in Maplewood, Missouri. He graduated from William
Jewell College and the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. Stertz served as pastor
of churches in Georgia, South Carolina, Virginia and Florida including First Baptist
Church, Deland and First Baptist Church, Sarasota. He served as assistant secretary for
missionary personal with the Southern Baptist Convention. Stertz and his wife Eda
Klarer Stertz were assigned as the first missionaries to Germany serving from 1961-

1964. Eda Klarer Stertz was from Fernandina Beach, FL. She graduated from Tift College and

the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. Eda met and married James Stertz while attending

Southern Baptist Theological Seminary and they had five children.
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view James Stertz's Obituary on greenvilleonline.com and shar... https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/greenvilleonline/obituary.as...

View James Stertz's Obituary on
greenvilleonline.com and share
memories

Dr. James G. Stertz, 78, of 232 Pickens St., died Thursday, April 26, 2001, at
Edgefield County Hospital following a brief illness.

Survivors: Wife of 54 years, Eda Klarer Stertz; children, Lt. Col. (Ret.) Joseph
K. Stertz of Edgefield, James G. Stertz Jr. of Edgefield, John Christopher
Stertz of Dublin, Ohio, Ira Luke Stertz of Greenville, and Kathryn S. Rainsford
of Edgefield; and 11 grandchildren.

Visitation: 7 to 8 p.m. today at Edgefield Mercantile Funeral Home. Service: 11
a.m. Saturday at First Baptist Church, Edgefield. Burial: Willowbrook
Cemetery.

Memorials: Habitat for Humanity for Edgefield County, P.O. Box 27,
Edgefield, SC 29824.
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~ New Pastor Arrives |”
- For DeLand Church |°

5 The Mr.|"
James G. Sterz |and his family
ave arrived here to make their *

home. Mr. Stertz is the new pas-
tor of First Baptist Church, and
was formerly at the Central Bap-
tist Church of Newnan, Ga., for
five years. The Stertz family, in-
Jeluding three children, is living
at 245 E. Plymouth Ave.

| Members of the congregation
| will honor the Mr. and Mrs.
| Stertz and Dr. and Mrs. O, L.
Walker at a reception Feb. 11 at
‘| Allen Hall, Stetson University.
| Dr. Walker has served as inter- «
im pastor of the church for sev-
eral months.
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l.lams G SlerlzlElocled to Foreign Mission Staff

Rev, James G. Stertz, pastor of First
Baptist Church, De Land, Florida, was
elected assistant secretary for missionary
personnel at the May meeting of the
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board.

Rev. James G. Stertz] pastor of First
Baptist Church, De Land, Florida, w
elected assistant secretary for missionary
personnel at the May meeting of the
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board.

Mr. Stertz was born in Maplewocod, a
suburb of St. Louis, to German immi-
grants who left Budapest, Hungary, in
1905 to look for political and religious
freedom. He was graduated from William
Jewell College, Liberty, Missouri, with
the bachelor of arts degree and Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville,
Kentucky, with the bachelor of divinity

degree,

While a student in the seminary he was
a boy's club supervisor for the YMCA of
Louisville and for a part of that time was
pastor of Dupont and Graham Baptist
Churches, Dupont, Ind. Following gradua-
tion from the seminary he directed re-
ligious activities at Mercer University,
Macon, Ga., for 18 months and served as
pastor of Central Baptist Church, New-
man, Ga., for five years before going to
the Florida church in February, 1954,

As pastor in a college town (Stetson
University is localed jn De Land), Mr.
Stertz has worked with students and has
approximately 400 in his church member-
ship of more than 2,000, Approximately
100 young pecple of his church are volun-
teers for mission and other full-time
Christian service. The church has trebled
its offerings since Mr. Stertz became
pastor.

Mr. Stertz and his wife, the former Eda
Klarer, native of Florida, were seeking
appointment for overseas mission service
when he was asked to become a member
of the Board's home office staff.

As one of the assistant secretaries for
mission personnel he will work with Rev,
Elmer S. West, Jr., secretary for mission-
ary personnel, and with Miss Edna Frances
Dawkins and Rev. Bill B. Cody, both as-
sistant secretaries in the department of
missionary personnel.

The Foreign Mission Board's program
of advance which calls for a minimum of
1,750 overseas missionaries by the end of
1963 has necessitated the enlargement
of the personnel department. The Board
expects to appoint 130 missionaries this
year and hopes to increase the number
year by vear,

Mr. and Mrs, Stertz have four children.
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The Greenville News - Thu, May 09, 1968 - Page 1
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o Speak at
Youth Meet

Mercer University and served as |
supervisor of boys clubs for the
'YMCA in Loulsville, Ky. !

fces at First Baptist
tomorrow, The Rev, Mr
is leaving First Baptis
come pastor of the Fire

| Church of Holly Hill, 1

to the local church tw
ago after being gradual
Southwestern Baptist °
cal Seminary at Fort

Methodis
T Cond
YouthW

The second annual Yo
ities Week at Southsids
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Dr. J.G. Stertz new

First Baptist pastor

Dr. James G__ Stertd of
Sarasota, Fla., has accepted a
call to become pastor of
Danville's First Baptist
Church

During his varied career,
the former Southern Baptist
missionary o Germany has
served three other First
japtist congregations in
various southern localities

He was born in St. Louis,
Mo, was graduated from
William Jewell College in 1944,
and later earned the Master of
Divinity degree from Southern
iaptist Theological Seminary
and the Doctor of Ministry
degree from Southeastern
Baptist Theological Seminary

Upon seminary graduation
in 1947 he became director of
religious activities at Mercer
University in Macon, Ga., was
pastor of a Newnan, Ga
church, and served as a
trustee of Tift College

From 1953 to 1957 he was
pastor of First Baptist Church

in Deland, Fla., site of Stetson
University

Dr. Sierfd joined the
Foreign Mission Board's
headquarters staff in Rich-
mond in 1957. After four years
as associate secretary for
missionary personnel, he and
his wife were appointed as the
first Southern Bapltist
missionaries to Germany,
where he was associational
missionary to some two dozen
English-speaking churches
and missions

More recently he served as
pastor of Wake Forest Baptist
Church on the campus of
Southeastern Baptist
Theological Seminary; and as
senior minister of First
Baptist Church in Greenville,
S.C., where he also was a
trustee of Furman Universily
and on the board of the
Greenville Mental Health
Center and the Greenville
Urban Ministry

Since 1975 he has been

pastor of First Baptist Church
In Sarasola, where he has
headed the Ecumenical Board
for Campus Ministry, served
as moderator of the Southwest
Florida Baptist Association,
and is now chairman of
Sarasota Memorial Hospital's
chaplain committee

He and his wife, the former
Eda Klarer of Fernandina
Beach, Fla , are the parents of
five children
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Missionary
Stertz Bapfist
Speaker Here

Rev. James G. Stertz| South-
Baptist missionary to Ger-

of Second-Ponce de Leon Bap-
tist Church Sunday at the 11
a.m. service.

Rev. and Mrs. Stertz) on med-

ical leave in the United States,

were the first Southern Baptist

many. Assigned by the Foreign
Mission Board in 191, Rev.
Stertz helps Baptists organize
and maintain English-speaking
churches in Germany.

AS DISTRICT missionary with
the Association of Baptists in
Continental Europe (English-
speaking churches), he works
with 18 churches and missions
made up primarily of Ameri-
can military personnel and their
dependents

“It is amazing to see what
these Baptists abroad will do
and what they will do without
in order to have a church. Our
most critical problem is find-
ing qualified men for pastors.”

missionaries appointed to Ger-

|




e
.

of

The Times-Herald
Thu, Aug 13, 1964 -Page 1

Rev. Jim|Sterfz
To Preach Here
Next Sunday

The . Rev.
who served as pastor of the
Central Baptist Church from
1949 until 1954, will be the guest
preacher at both the morning
and evening services at th e
church this coming Sunday,

August 16. |
After leaving Newnan,, the

Rev. Mr. StertZz served a pas- |
torate at DeLand Fla, and
later served on the Baphsli
Foreign Mission Board in Rich- |
mond, Virginia.

Since that time, with Mrs.
and their five children,
he has been living in Weis- |
baden, Germany, where he has |
heen serving as Residemt Mis- |
sionary for European Baptists.

His many friends here are
cordially invited to hear him
“preach at one or both services |
@Sunday at the Central Bapusti
' Church.
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lewnan Pastor and Wife
To Serve With Baptists Abrodd

oouple 80 work among English -

Richmond. Virginiae.
Mr. Bierid served the Newman
chureh  from  Jansary, 1849,
thoough Jamuary, B4 e be-
| camne &R sssocksle seorelary in
the Foreign Mission Bosrd's de-
partment of misskosary peyson
ol b Jume, WET, having teen
pastor of First Raptist Chwarch,
|| Deland. Fla., i the snterim
Beagtherm Flagaista have gihvenm
woimer  (inancisl add toward The
oonstruction of Fapist  ohuroh
| tuibdings s Cewvmasy but have
| el ] & rewident  mbsskenary
there. Lawl Decembor, following
invitatioen from the German ag-
rhet U'nkom and an ongamizstion of
English . language BRaptisl com
|| gregations  m  Germany and
France, the Foreign Mission

Ceermany

This decision quickensd Mr
and Mrs Slerie's imtroost i over.
sons service. They wanted o e
appointed  misasmarios  weversl
years ago, but & health protlem
in the family st thet time msde
the step unwise, “Sarely here i
o Nl where we can serve”' they
said of Germany,

“My heart was tpuly sterred,’
exglained Mr. Biefll] s of Ger

Wre pring ta Carmany S0 Fll an argent mesd lor o mbssionary

the Board's (rstevnal representatives 10 German Haptisis. They were
appoioked by the Teard today ot its regular monthly meeting in

Reard volted o slatiin & cougle in |
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of the Southers
M. iR
e ber i Eime
imerentied  Im
rhonch had an

e related orgastestions,”
seye, Cand ambers of mission

the bachelor of arts degree from
William Jewell College, Liberty, | =0 ® o i cnen

. the bachelor of divinity | g
::":,M,m‘ ;mm"“ Raghist | whuly y of becoming & missionar,
|
Tewologieal Seaimary, Lasswvilbe, | TV
In November, 198 he recclved Mr. Sigftd says his Mﬂu ny
the distinguished alupanl wward | TGRS Was prvalaiod ring
trom Willlam Jewell Colieye ha pastorsie o the mhi-m‘ .
| Mrw BEEE is the former Bda | inded Newnan ﬂ!ﬂ;.l 1“‘:;.
¥ o temeding 1he Foredgn Missions Con
and 1 wrogtiéd s this 4";,1’(1-"1‘ native of Fernandina ot Ridgecrest (N, C

frrvaxe

apraking peogile and 1o wre s

Ienge, In the process we reslinod | 1eash, Fla. She  rvesived (i Paptis! Assernbly in 156 b Y
that our desire to serve as mis | Dectmlor of arts degroe from Bes- | o0 e od e ol ser
sionaries had mever disagpear | % Ti College (now Ti Cod Co o™ i and his wile in
" loge), Forsyth, and the master ' s

nadutely tegan the apgssntine
of relgious oduoabion degrm froe

Mrs, Blentd sdds that alikiigh procedare which detoured then

they have been happy ard busy Wornam » Misnsanary o Train§ L0 Foreten  Misslon  Hoan
while connected with the Poroign | 126 School (mow Carver Schoal ol |
Misslon owrd in Fichmond there | 2oy, 2 Work Mr and Mrs. DENEN wWere
has always beem “that nmet | : 19 missionaries appoiated
dosire W g &8 misslonacies Alter praduating from e —
Roeady 1o g with (hem te Ger.| Truinbng School she taught in e by the Board a1 s May fraeding
many Are thelr fer chiliren | R high schood 0 Loulsyilk tetal of active South
X Karel, 13; Kathryn Gail, | 107 & year, She writes for pubb joreupn MARKMIRATIC
11 Ummed Gl Jr., i

Rine! and Tolkes of the Sowthern Faptin
John Ohristogher. lour 1 .

When Mr and Mre Soris
oould not be appainted carlier, he
wns asloed by the Theard te join
It porsonne)  department  stadl
Im s four yours ot the Packyrond

headguarters he  hss  worked
chisely wilh  departmant ool
leagues, other members o he

sdministrative siall, and  the
Poard's personnel commiliee 0
| the process of appointing rew | |
missacnaries

In his makn task of (sterviews
ing ard counseling candedntes ow
forelen  misskon  serviee, Mir
Boertd has brought appeoinately

man immigrants whe came 1e the | 200 threugh  the appoimment
Usited States soon afver (he turm | presethare

He

of the oemtury im senrch of re-|
Bglous snd  politial  froedom, |
Vor weeks and months my wile |

WILLIAM RUMLEY M
PARTICIPATING IN

| NAVY EXERCISE

California | FIHTNTY — William
Rumibey, 111, sbect-onbos techmi
chan third chass, USN, wm of Mr
wnd Mre, William Rumiey Jr. of |
Route 1, Palmette, b serving |
nboard 1he dock landing ship USS
Whestone participaing n Phase
I of “Exercise Green Light™ off
the oot of Calilomia

Bobedbuled framm May 8 b0 Jww |

'. Wb, this phase of the exervise |
Involves Navy and Marine Corpe

w underses, surfsce. wir and ground
forees, wapported by minesweep

r. ers of the Raysl Canadian Navy
Maghbight of the operatson will

ot bw 0 large scale amphibious land
- Img lry ihe First Slarine Division

In ithe Cu

Pevdloson, Calif, | wuburt

W presemtly res
sponaibile for candsdates i the
sotheastern part of th eooustry,
Including studests §t Soweast-
ern Raptist Theologoa! Sewminary,
Wake Forest, N, C., apd New Op-
leans (la. ) Paptist Theologioal
Seminary

Much of My thme has ales boen
given 1o speaking i betail of
misskies 51 the seminaries, ot
other sohaols. and & comvestions,
sswemblies, amd chwarches In 1968
he visted the Orient, sarveyving
personnel needs W W coamtries
Whike In Japan b+ participated
|m preaching misviss and v cebe
bantion of 1he b asmiverary of
Southern Baptist milsien work
there

Pedore going 1o Comival Raptis
Church, Newnan, Mr, Blertd was
directar of religious sotivithes st

Mereer University, Maoon, Ca !
stor of Dupont sndl Crsham

laptist Churches, Dupost Ind.; & REV,

and of bowyw' elubs for |
the YMCA of Loulsville, Ky
A native of Magilewond. Mo, &

-

of 8u, Louss, be reeebved | Tend, Virginia,
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AND MUA, JAMES G, SYERTE, rewly appolnied missson-
aries i Germany., oxamine fhelr apgoinimient cortfoates &t
Scuitvorn Flagtiet Foretgn Missisn Bourd headguarters in Rich-
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