Florida Baptist Historical Society Biography Collection

This link provides the specific resource information which
documents and undergirds the biographical resource
information on a specific Florida Baptist pastors, church staff or
significant laity leaders.

The link you have chosen connects to the specific individual's resource files
that provide the basis for information which the Historical Society has used
to develop the respective biographical profile. The sources attached may
include copies of articles gleaned from back issues of the Florida Baptist
Witness and other news publications. Other resources include books,
historical journal articles and church histories that are cited as
documentation for the biography.

Visit our website at FloridaBaptistHistory.org

Stephenson, Richard M. (1921-1997) was the son of Edgar V. and Eleanor Daughtrey
Stephenson. He graduated from Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. Stephenson
served as pastor of churches in Kentucky, Virginia and Florida including First Baptist
Church, Fort Myers. He and his wife, Noralee M. Mellor Stephenson (m. 1949) had
three children. Stephenson served as the Executive director of the Baptist General

Convention of Virginia.
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The Paducah Sun - Fri, Apr 12, 1946 - Page 13 -

. |Stephenson To

pen At First Baptist
will
bn the lmr. minister Sunday at the
First Baptist church, speaking at
10:45 a. m. on “God's Greatness"
and at 7:30 p. m. on “Man’s Balva-

tion."

The Mr. will
graduate from the Southern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary, Louls-
ville, in May. He has accepted the
. pastorate of the PFirst Baptist
church, Coral Gables, Fla.
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president.

R.[M. Steplnem&n Takes

Falls Church Pastorate

The Rev. Richard M. Stephen-
son of the First Baptist Church,

Evening star
Thu, Jun 08, 1950 -Page 4

ler Furniutre-Co. .. ..

Fort Myers, !'la.. has ted a Mrs. Florence Essers
ecall to serve of Bheid. A M. g o .
Columbia Bamm Church, h!ls PO Ot A
Church, Va. Mrs. Rose S. Wells_..._.
A native of Eou ton|T. W. Stanton __.......
County, Va., Mr. at-|Anonymous _..__.._.._..
tended Hampden-Sydney College| Anonymous . _.._._......
and the Southern Baptist -|L. B. Brubaker ___._.....
logical Seminary, Louisville, Ky, Katherine Chapin ._....

(Paducah, Kentucky)
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MELLOR-
STEPHENSON

(Continued from Page 1)

p (Mrs. Arthur Grossman and Robert
Foxworthy, vocalist.

Mr. Mellor gave his daughter in
' marriage. The bride was gowned in
slipper satin, featuring a beaded
sweetheart neckline. Tiny covered
buttons accentuated the waist, which
extended to a point in the back. The
full skirt over padded hips, fell into
a long train. Her floor length veil
was attached to a coronet of pearl
beads and she carried a cascade bou-
quet of white carnations.

Mrs. Willlam H. Mellor, sister-in-
law of the bride, wore a yellow satin
model with sweeaheart neckline, cap
sleeves and long gloves. She carried a
bouquet of yellow carnations and Fall
leaves and wore a head coronet of
matching material and flowers.

Maid-of-honor was Miss Alice Fob-
inson of DeLand, in a bronze satin
gown, similar to the matron-of-honor,
She carried a bouquet of yellow car-
nations. Bridesmaids were Mrs. V. E.
Stephenson) Jr., Ivor, Va., Miss Martha
Kurtz and Miss Lucille Adams. Their
gowns were of forest green satin,
patterned a‘rter the matron-of-honor.
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Va., brother of t.h.e brideg:mom Was
best man, Ushers were William H.
Mellor, the bride’s brother, Bill Price,
Robert Foxworthy and Walter
Draughon,
After a 'u.edd!ns trip through Flor-
Stephenson

T el | -

at Cortez and Lynhart Ave. ?ottrnvel-
ing, the bride chose a suit of rose
wool, with gray and rose accessories
and a corsage of white carnations,
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The News-Virginian
Thu, Nov 14, 1963 -Page 2

As President

. ALEXANDRIA, Va. (AP) — ===
|Virginia Baptists, who elected1| P
the Rev. Richard M. Stephenson

nlof Falls Church their new presi-
f dent, end their 140th annual con-
-/ vention today. |

pastor of Colum-
{bia Baptist Church since lﬂﬁﬂ.l
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The News-Virginian
Tue, May 26, 1964 -Page 2

| The [Rev. Richard M Ct

S ' Stephenson will be speaker at D¢
e the ladies night for the Brother- D
]hood of First Baptist Church|E:
|Thursday evening following a Fi

6 p. m dinner. Fl

da | Mr. Stephenson, pastor ol Fe . -
| Columbia Baptist Church, Falls Fi Baphg[ ]‘[eet
Church, graduated magna cum G W'll F
years or|laude with a BA degree Irom ] . -
¢+ looked Hampden - Sydney College and G 1 v Edtl"ﬁ
h Valley received his ThM from the
rom oth-, Sousiern Bapyst Theological
i attend | Seminary.
He was listed in Who's Who
; conven- in American Universities and
ision.”” A Colleges, in Who's Who Among
itergreen Protestant Clergy in America,
if Christ) received the Algernon Sidney
he topic, Sullivan Medallion in 1943, and
one from|was a member of Omricon Del-
h willlta Kappa honorary leadership
'hurchlfraternity.
United The minister, who has also
ic will be held pastorates in Richmond
t the pro- and Fort Myers, Fla., serves
s session a church with 2,339 member
hich time ship at the present time. He
vear will and Mrs. Slephensor] have three o
children
¢ Mrs. Mr. Biephenson was elected
an; Miss president of the Baptist Gen-
iry; and|eral Association of Virginia in
Eurer. 1963 and prior to that was a
— director for the Southern Bap-
tist Foundation and president
of Virginia Baptist Pastors con-

ts {ference.




News-Press
Sat, May 07, 1966 -Page 2
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Ivor (Virginia) High School, grad-
uated from Hampden-Sydney Col-
lege and received his professional
from Southern Baptist

Theological Seminary.

:
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. [Rev. Siephenson has served as

pastor of the Grove Avenue Bap-
. tist Church in Richmond, First
F Baptist here and has heen pastor
., of Columbia Baptist in Falls

- Church since 1950, |

' [Rev_Siephenson also has served
5 as a member of the Florida Bap-
tist Board of Missions and as a|
member of the Baptist General
Board, He was president of the
Virginia Baptist Pastors Confer-
ence and first vice president of
the Baptist General Association of
§/ Virginia, |
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And Rev. Richard M Sie
phenson, executive director of the
Baptist General Association, gen-
tly reconfirms this focus as he de
scribes each of denomination’s
ministries.

| think our Baptist people, gen-
erilly, have a very keen sense of
ministry and their rstandi

s g -

8o we see it in this conlext, we
are managers. But the overarching
thing in the consciousness of peo-
ple, certainly most of our active
members, is lo minister o people,”
Stephenson said.

Stephenson’d quiet and gentle
manner belies a role that con-
stantly puts him in touch with the

of the chureh outresch,” said Sie-
phenson, who has been director for
15 years.

“They have a greal sense that
the church is really people, 1t not

Changes

reading specialists. 1 have certifi-
cation in English, not in reading.
With reading, 1 punt. I just cant
do it," Ms. Blanchard said.
Physical science would still be
required for eighth graders but
would be broken inlo two sections,
One would emphasize theory. The
other would emphasize practical
applications for lower level stu.
dents,
Under the proposed cur
riculum, students would have tg
4 sclence course 10 go on o
iigh sehood, snd teacher Fran Mar

s 1,450 churches and
570,000 members of the general as-
sociation. The boundaries basically
follow the state’s boundaries.

Southern Baptists wear the lag
of being the largest Protestant de-
nomination in the state and nation.

His work, like that of his coun-
terparts in olher demominations,
puts him on the road about three
days a week. is there
to share and give an ear (o people
al meetings, through his mail, st
bullding dedications and all the
church évents that are part of the
Baptist ministries.

He's hearing that people sre
st very loyal to their church, But
tucked awsy behind that loyalty is
their frustration at the
and eagerness Lo grow spiritually,

Inflation and the bad economy
have taken their toll on churches

as wall as personal wallets. But the '

Daily Press - Mon, Feb 15, 1982 - Page 9 - (Newport News, Virginia

All People

Special Love

Of Baptists

Jesus soid:
was hungry, you gave me
Jood; when thirsty, you gave
me drink; when | was @
stranger you took me into
your home, when naked you
clothed me; when il you
came to my help, when in
prison you visited me.” Then
the rnighteous will reply,
“Lord when was it that we
saw you hungry and fed you,
or thirsty and gave pou
drink, a stronger and took
vou home, or maked and
clothed you® When did we
see you ill or in prison and
come to visit you™ And the
king will answer, “I tell you
this: anything you did for
one of my brothers here, how-
ever humble, you did for me.”

Matthew 25:3540

The ministries of the Southern
Baptists cover life — [rom church
life for its members, to helping the
handicapped, education for young
people, helping the poor and all
the etceteras of the Christian mes-
sage

The foundation for all that work
and talk is a simple, but very deep
belief that Baptists have a minis-
try to people and the local

churches are the springboard.

the building that you go to. That's
a facility o enable you to be
trained, 1o have inspiration, o go
out into the world

“I think our Baptist people have
a very strong sense of this — min-
Istry is people’s primary focus. |
think most of them understand
that you cannot have ministry
without money.”

Money is vital to many minis-
tries and Stephensori believes
most Baplists understand that
they are stewards for God.

“God has entrusted each of us
with a certain part of his material
world. And we're simply to man-

‘age it for him. So the real question
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Baptists Help
Cover Poor

Continued From Page 9
over 7 percent in the year ending
Nov. 30 over the previous year,” he
said.

“We would like for it to have
been more. But given the economic
situation, that's pretty good.”

Social outreach that includes
many ministries has long been a
part of the Baptist community that
stretches back early days in Vir-
ginia. The state's Baptist General
Association was established in
1823.

The Baptists’ strong sense of so-
cial outreach reaches to the local
churches, he said. “As a denomina-
tion, for example, Virginia Bap-
tists have responded well to the
hunger situation, giving several
hundred thousand dollars a year
worldwide.”

Around the Peninsula the Bap-
tists’ helping hand can be seen in
ministries for the deaf and handi-
capped, its help with the seamen’s
center in Newport News and its
outreach to the East End of New-
port News through the Friendship
House's services. Of course, there
is always the outstretched hand to
help poor people locally.

“Every local church is involved
in social ministries. I think we're
oriented toward ministry to peo-
ple. And that is social ministry for
people of all ages in need,” Ste-
phenson said.

“A great deal of the time of
most of our pastors — local minis-

in ministry to people, to share the
good news of God's love and to
minister to people all around.”

There is no quota system for
membership, but the denomina-
tion hopes to double its home and
foreign mission force by the year
2000. And this is a task for every-
one.
“We consider the minister the
equipper. The minister's task is to
train the members. Every Christ-
ian is a minister. Every Christian
has a ministry to other people,”
Stephenson said.

The average Baptist considers
his church very important, Sie-
phenson said, adding, "I dont
think in many instances that this is
matched up with his commitment
to the church, but I think he would
tell you it's important.”

“One of the main things we're
looking at now is 70 to 75 pecent of
our own members really need to
have a greater sense of commit-
ment. .

“We're trying to work with that
group — people who say they are
Baptist, but not in practice. This is
where we are looking to a renewal
within our own church,” Ste-
phenson said.

The 10605 were a time of great
growth for the Protestant denomi-
nations and the 1960s and early
19705 were a time when society
was testing its values and tradi-
tions, including the church accord-
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“A great deal of the time of
most of our pastors — local minis-
ters — is taken up in counseling
members and non-members.”

Ecumenism is a vital outreach
for Baptists, but rather than focus
primarily on national dialogues or
groups, the contact is being done

“Our stance all along has been
to encourage where you can the
local churches to with
the groups,” said from

friends interchanging in their
churches, exchanging pulpits and
working together locally. They feel
they are together.

that kind of people. ™
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The Baptist church was hurt
then by a decrease in Sunday
schools and church-related activi-
ties, but it never lost membership.

Baptist church leaders have
been greatly encouraged over the
last two to three vears, Stephenso.a
said, with the upswing in church
participation. ;

“My guess is that the "80s will
be good, not only for Baptists, but
for all Christian churches.”

Stephenson foresees growth in
all Baptist ministries, including
the increasing number of young
people who are studying for
Christian vocations at the six

Stephenson is very optimustic
about the future, adding that he
has seen a great deal of renewal
and commitment in the last two to
three years. And society can be a
bit better for the social ministries
of the denomination.

“We have had an outreach con-
wern for people long before help-
ing people was all that much in the
consciousness of people,” Stk
phenson said, citing the programs
gilm’ Lyndon Johnson's Great So-

“Every Christian has one mis



Richard Murrell Stephenson

Birth
1 Dec 1921
Death
17 Apr 1997 (aged 75)
Burial
National Memorial Park
Idylwood, Fairfax County, Virginia, USA
Husband of Noralee Mellor.
Family Members
Parents

Edgar Vick Stephenson

1885-1959
Eleanor Daughtrey Stephenson

1895-1986
Spouse
Noralee M Mellor Stephenson

1928-2019 (m. 1949)
Surviving are her daughters, Vivian Stephenson Clingenpeel (Mike) and Roberta Lee
Stephenson;
and son, Richard Murrell Stephenson, Jr.;



