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Stephens, C. Willard (1914-2000) was born in Meridian, Mississippi the son of Benjamin and 

Fena Stephens. He attended Mississippi College, Howard College and New Orleans Baptist 

Theological Seminary. Stephens served as pastor of churches in Kentucky, Tennessee, Missouri 

and Florida including St. Andrews Baptist Church, Panama City, 1952-1963. He and his wife, 

Clara Stephens had one daughter. 
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July 18, 1963



 

 

Charles Willard Stephens 

 

Birth 

    10 Jun 1914  

Death 

    17 May 2000 (aged 85)  

Burial 

    Arlington Memory Gardens 

    Oklahoma City, Oklahoma County, Oklahoma, USA 

 

Charles Willard Stephens went home to be with the Lord on May 17, 2000. He was born in 

Meridian, Mississippi on June 10, 1914, the son of Fena and Benjamin Stephens. Willard was a 

salesman for Proctor and Gamble during the early forties in Northern Alabama. He then became 

an ordained Southern Baptist Minister and served churches in Kentucky, Tennessee, Florida, and 

Missouri over a period of 45 years. His "sales" ability was channeled through his years as a 

minister, by sharing his faith one onone,establishing church camps, working with the Boy 

Scouts, doing "chalk talks", and writing and illustrating numerous booklets about the Christian 

Faith. He enjoyed serving as an Evangelist. His hobbies included: fishing, golfing, gardening, 

painting,photography, and an immense love of nature and God's universe. He was a man of 

strong opinions, passionate convictions about religion and politics, and a quick and friendly 

smile for all he met - a man who exhibited true "Southern Charm". He issurvivedby his wife of 

61 years, Clara, who lovingly cared for him in his last years; his daughter and son-in-law, Linda 

and Curtis Nigh of OKC; his granddaughters and grandsons-in-law, Andrea and Kraig May, and 

Kelly and Steve Horton of Edmond; one sister, Nell Caldwell of Memphis, Tennessee, and 6 

nieces. 
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