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Stephens, Alton (1921-2010) was born in Toccoa Falls, Georgia, the son of William Roland and
Nettie Gertrude Stephens. He attended Stetson University, DeLand. Stephens served as
pastor in Georgia and Florida, including Calvary Baptist Church, St. Augustine, 1954,
1955, First Baptist Church, Flagler Beach, St. Augustine, River Road Baptist Church and
Flora Home Baptist Church. He and his wife Martha Faye Watson Stephens had four
children.



Alton Marion Stephens

Birth 28 Jul 1921

Toccoa Falls, Stephens County, Georgia, USA
Death 21 Mar 2010 (aged 88)

Dalton, Whitfield County, Georgia, USA
Burial

Eastanollee Baptist Church Cemetery
Eastanollee, Stephens County, Georgia, USA

Reverend Alton Marion Stephens, age 88 of Dalton GA, departed this life on Sunday in Dalton.

He was the son of William Roland and Nettie Gertrude Whitehead Stephens, he was born in
Tocooa Falls and lived in Florida, Dalton and Toccoa for a long number of years. He was a
graduate of Old Madison High School in Oconee County, SC and later attended Seminary at
Stetson College in Deland, FL. He was a veteran of World War II having served in the U.S.
Army. He pastored Antioch Baptist Church, Temple Baptist Church, Smyma Baptist Church,
Pisgah Baptist Church and Mill Creel Baptist Church in Dalton, GA. He also pastored a number
of churchs in Florida and Toccoa, GA.

He is survived by his wife of 68 years, Martha Watson Stephens, a daughter and her husband,
Faith and Ed Gillespie of Dalton, sons and daughters-in-law, Rev. Ron A. and Susie Stephens of
Chatsworth, Wade R. and Phyllis Stephens of Dalton, and Rev. Brian J. and Lynne Stephens of
Clarksville, GA.
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HISTORY OF CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH !
ST. AUGUSTINE, FLA. |

Late in September, 1934, a small group of friends gathered at
the home of Mrs. W. C. Winfield, on Riberia Street, to pray for th
lost and unchurched of the community. From that prayer group, a
church was formed and the late Dr. E. W. Beacher suggested the
name of "Calvary."

The first service was held in the Lutheran Church, which was
rented for four months. The Lutheran congregation had not been
holding services for some time prior to the -organization of Calvar
Church.

There were twelve charter members. Dr. E. W, Beecher, Mrs. C.
Vann, J.P. Davis, Mrs. J. P. Davis, Mrs. Eva Hamblen, Mrs. W. W.
Winfield, Mr. Percy Walton, Mrs. Percy Walton, Mr. W. L. Cooksey,
Mrs. W. L. Ccoksey, Mrs. E. C. Earls, Mrs. Glen Thompson. Mrs.

Eva Hamblen came in as a charter member with the understanding tha
Calvary would ALWAYS be a church where "the poor would have the
gospel preached to them.”

The late Mr. Glen Thompson was one of the first members baptize
into the church. The first sermon was preached by Rev. J. J. John-
socn, a retired minister of Penny Farms.

Due to a large number who presented themselves for baptism and
membership after two weeks of revival services conducted by Revw.
D. F. Hickman of Georgiana, Alabama, the group extended a tempor-
ary call to Rev. Hickman, who served until February 11, 19835,

Luthern work was revived and it was necessary for the Calvary
membership to move to another location. Services were held for a
time at the Y.M.C.A., beginning in January, 1935, until more
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permanent gquarters could be secured. The church then moved to 33
Treasury Street, in the Monson Annex, the following March,

At the first anniversary of the chuzrch, October 17, 1935, the
members announced they would purchase property and build their own
building. The large and beautiful lot at the corner of Riberia and -
Saragossa Streets was purchased. Records showed that in all the g
history of St. Augustine, nothing had sver been built on this lot.

The church, bullt in part by the members, was ready for Easter
During this time the church had been served by lay

and retired ministers, mestly from Penny Farms.
1943, when the church was paid for and the

Service in 1937.
members, deacons,
It was October 17,

mortgage was burned.
It was at the beginning of Rev, Galbraith's ministry, Wovember,

1949, and ou the advice of a very fine visiting retired minister
from Deland, Rev: Saunders, that Calvary Church was moved to Arenta
Street, in West St. Bugustine. -
It was during Rev. Alton Stephens ministry,
really began to grow. -
Under Rev. Armando Silverio's ministry, the new church edifice =%
at 110 Masters Drive, was built and the first service was held =
January 17, 19640.
The Pastorium, 106 Masters Drive, was built in the year of
Two rooms were added in the beginning of Rev, Carl Franklin's

ministry, under his direction.
The large annex, south of the church edifice, was designed by

Bro. Franklin and built in 1970. Added ministries during this term, .
include Bus Ministry, Radio Ministry, Deaf Ministry, and Special
Education for the Retarded Ministry.

April 2, 1878, Rev. Frarklin's 10th Anniversary as Pastor of
Calvary Baptist Church. The church, showing their appreciation for -
his ministry, presented him with a Deed to an acre of land of his
and his wife's cholce, as a gift.

The following are the men of God who served as ministers:

Rev. D. F, Hickman, 1934-1935; Rev. A. M. Yarborough, 1935-1938;
Rev. C. M. White, 1933~193%; Rev. A. M. Yarborough, 1939-19542;
Rev. E. G. Hall, 1942-1944; Rev. Israyv Evans, 1944-1i945; Dr. Henry
Broome, 1945-46; Rev. R. W. Dickert, 1946-1949; Rev. Malcalm Gal-
braith, 1949-1552; Rev. George Downs, 1953-1954; Rev. Alton
Stephens, 1954-1954; Rev, Armandc Silverio, 1955-1961; Rev. Glenn
Gaffney, 1961-1963; Rev. W. W. Fountain, 1963-1966; Rev, James F.
Lanier, 1966-19%67; Rev. Paul Estes {Interim), 1967-1968; Rev.

Carl Franklin, 1968........

Our church welcomed the very first pastor, Rev. Hickman, to
join us in celebrating our 44th Anniversary, October 29, 1978.

We praise the Lord to be scon approaching our 45th Anniversary,

Qctober 28, 1879.
SCHEDULE OF CHURCH HISTORY FOR ANNUAL MINUTES

that the church

1967.°

This is a list of the Churches that have already had their his- :
tory in the Annual Minutes and a tentative list of the years that
we want to have the other histories. If you would like to have your
church history appear at ancother time we will be glad to arrange it.

1970 Peniel

1971 Woodlawn
1972 Peniel; San Mateo, First; aAncient City

1973 Crescent City, First; Hastings, First
1874 Beulah; Paran; Pomona Park, First; Welaka, First
1275 Palatka, First:; River Road:; Southside, Palatka
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