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Steelman, Fred (1937-) was born in Mississippi. He graduated from Mississippi State 

University, Southern Baptist Theological Seminary and New Orleans Baptist Theological 

Seminary. Steelman served as pastor of churches in Kentucky, Tennessee and Florida including 

First Baptist Church, Niceville, 1968-1974. He and his wife, Rebecca Bowman Steelman had 

three children. 

 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 
Dr. Fred Steelman Retiring In Spring Of 2007 
Sunday, March 13, 2005 
 
Dr. Fred Steelman, longtime pastor of the Red Bank Baptist Church, told his 
congregation on Sunday that he plans to retire in the spring of 2007. 
Dr. Steelman said he will be 70 at that date. 
He said he made his announcement early so that a search committee can begin the 
search for his replacement. 
Dr. Steelman noted there was a nationwide search when he was brought to the 
church in 1974 when he was 37 years old. He was preaching in Florida at the time. 
Red Bank Baptist has had only two ministers in the last 57 years, officials said. 
Those are Dr. Steelman and his predecessor, Dr. Ralph E. Norton. 
The church now has about 3,000 members. 
Dr. Steelman's wife, Becky, is a former teacher at Red Bank Elementary School. 
The couple has a daughter, Allison. A son, Kerry, is an aide to Congressman Zach 
Wamp, who is a member of the church. Another son, Barry Steelman, is assistant 
district attorney for Hamilton County. 
 

Penny
Chattanooga, Tennessee



Reverend John B. Rollins served as pastor during 1947-1948. and a
baptistry was installed in the church. The church had its first Vacation Bible
Schoolin 1947.

Reverend Carlton B. Ellis became pastor in 1949 and served through 1955.
During this time the church erected the present educational building (1951)
and the present sanctuary (1953-1954). The sanctuary was sponsored with a
$25,000 bond issue, and much of the work of building Was done by church
members. Also during this time, 676 people were added to the church member-
ship. Two of the church's young men were ordained to the ministry, and a new
organ and several pianos were purchased. It was a period of rapid growth in all
areas of the church's ministry.

In 1955 the church called Reverend F. H. Morgan to serve as pastor. Under
his seven-year leadership, the church purchased new church furniture for the
pulpit and sanctuary, ordained several deacons, began a Junior Deacon
progrtUn, sponsored and began building the Seminole Baptist Chapel, now Park-
way Baptist Church, remodeled and renovated the pasrorium, joined in forming
the Choctaw Baptist Association, received into membership by baptism and
letter approximately 900 people.. and purchased another one and one-third
acres of land to accommodate church groWth. Reverend Morgan resigned in
1962 and was succeeded by Reverend]. C. McLendon.

During the pastorate of Reverend McLendon, the church purchased and
.extensively remodeled a home to serve as the new pastorium. The pastoriurn on
McKinney Street became the home of the church's first Minister of Youth and
Education, Charles S. Barham in 1965. During the next two years, the church
remodeled, rebuilt, and erected three new buildings for nursery, kitchen, new
fellowship hall and much-needed additional Sunday School space. On March
12, 1967, a dedication service was held to dedicate the new buildings to the
service of the Lord.

In July 1968, Reverend McLendon resigned to accept a call to Calvary
Baptist Church, in St. Louis, Mo. He was succeeded in September of that
year by Reverend Fred Steelman.

In 1969, Glynn Gardner was called to serve as Minister of Music and Youth,
and the W.M.U. began its ministry to Inter-nationals. Through this program
people of other nationalities are taught to speak, read, and write English and
they are told of Christ.

Between 1969 and 1973, the church constructed a large Activities Building,
used for recreational and educational purposes, and called James Woody to
serve as the Associate Pastor, Tom Townsend served a short term as Minister
of Youth.

In 1974~Reverend Fred Steelman resigned and was succeeded by Reverend
W. Don Wilson. Reverend Ron Moulton served as Minister of Music and Youth
under Reverend Wilson's pastorate. Both men resigned in 1976.

Rev. W. H. Farmer served as Associate Pastor) then Interim Pastor, between
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First Baptist Church, Niceville (Choctaw)
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