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Stallings, C. Bruce graduated from the University of Tennessee and New Orleans Baptist 

Theological Seminary. He served as pastor of Hawthorne Baptist Church, Westside 

Baptist Church, Leesburg, 1949-1951, First Baptist Church, Greenacres1952-1953, Mt. 

Pisgah Baptist Church, Fort Meade, First Baptist Church, Raiford and Lake Avenue 

Baptist Church, West Palm Beach.  

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Palm Beach Po«*t, Saturday. April 29. 1967 — 5

Lake Ave, Baptist
Calls New Pastor

Rev C H. Slailmc- In*mer+y 
p*»lnr of Mt Pi*g*h Baptist 
Church Rut M'R.V ha* bwn 
ml Ini io become the paator of 
Lake Avenue HajHat Cburcb, 
Wr*t Palm Beach.

Rn Sialhnn. arrvrd the local 
churth u a supply putnr in 
19M

Hr i* a gradualr of ihr Uai 
vrntify Of Tenneaare and the 
New Orleans Baptist Seminary, 
New Ole*». La.

Whilr wrt mg aa paster of the 
Hr»t Hapilai Church, Raiford 
Rev Mailings waa the Baptist 
chaplain at Hie state pria*wi 
there.

Rr\ Stall.nr* look mer the 
pulpit here last week Sunday 
nervier* are ached tiled with 
Sunday ndimJ at 1:0 * m ; 
wnrahlp amdcr at 11 am. 
training union al 6:15 and Sun 
day evening worahip al 7 30 
p m A inkl week prayer service 
is acheduJrd al 7 15 p m Wed. 
neaday, Rev Stalling* Mid

Res and Mn Staliinr' real 
dents of Rorida for 31 year*, 
are living at KYI Hihiacua Tree 
Or. HypolMO

I

l<>;v. < r sttitjsi.s 
Called te lAke Ave HaptlM

FIRST CHRISTI 
JOI Ho J-STHTT 

mu school t m A.a wor
Chrtihon Yau th Folio 
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(continued ...)

week later at the Raiford First Baptist Church. He has done a great service to his Lord and has led many souls 
to accept Jesus as their Savior.

While James Henderson waspastorfrom January 3,1994 to January 12, 1997, both of his sons committed their 
lives to preach the gospel. The oldest son, Rick, who is attending Florida Baptist Theological College, was 
licensed to preach while he was a member of this church.

Pastors serving the Raiford First Baptist Church have been: Sam Proctor, G. W. S. Ware, Dr. Peelman, William 
Malphus, Bonham Johns, Rev. Johnson, Rev. Overstreet, J. Tom Bames, Rev. Kickliter, Rev. Morris, L. G. 
Hemingway, Rev. S. J. Morgan, J. G. Knight, Ray Y. Strickland, William Wilson (served
twice), John T. Jame^C. B. Stalling^ Dolphus Wilkes, Allen Price, Joseph McCullough, Jack Stolte, Aaron 
Singletary, Henry JoncsffB^nVfflrers, Johnny Guilbert, Ronnie Kinsaul, Stephen Haskell, John Ross, Tom 
Bowling, Jack Whitley, Gary McCoach, James Henderson, James Coward, Sebby Volge, and Stephen Bow­
man.

We would like to pay tribute to our deceased deacons who gave their all in service to their Lord: Colonel H. 
Hunter; Johnny Yarbrough, H. W. Raiford, Henry Thornton, Warren B. Bloodsworth, J. M. Conner, John Godwin, 
W. W. Carter, Charley Redding, J. M. Bradley, Harvey Williams, John G. Sapp, Drew C. Sweat, Ellery Redding, 
Arthur Crews, Hugh Rahn and John E. Ross.

Current active deacons are: Monroe Kitler and Robert Faulkner.

Small group: First Baptist, Raiford

Large group: First Baptist, Raiford
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HISTORY OF THE WESTSIDE BAPTIST CHURCH 
LEESBURG, FLORIDA

On December 1, 1943, decisive action was taken 
by the First Baptist Church of Leesburg, Florida to 
establish a mission in what was then known as the 
“Thomasville area.” Under the leadership of the 
Rev. Carl Bates, pastor of First Church, land was 
donated by H. B. Harrell, and an old building in 
Fruitland Park was dismantled and reassembled to 
become the mission Sunday school building and house 
of worship.

On January 15, 1947, Rev. Joe M. Wilson Was 
called as the first pastor of the mission. On Jan­
uary 29, 1947, the House Committee of the First 
Church recommended the building of the mission’s 
first parsonage.

On March 12, 1947, the minutes of the First Church 
record that full time services would begin on Easter 
Sunday, April 6, 1947. On April 2, 1947, Rev. Wilson 
was authorized to administer the church ordi­
nances. u

No record is found of these early years concern­
ing attendance and finances. Services were held 
in the afternoon on Sundays with preaching by the 
pastor of the First Baptist Church.

During the years 1948-50, Sunday School attend­
ance is recorded at 275 to 300. A bus was in use 
at this time transporting many children from Lisbon 
and Orange Home.

On April 1, 1953, the sponsoring church voted to 
allow the mission to become a church. This action 
was finalized on May 31, 1953. Rev. James Reed 
Carlton was called as the first pastor of the now 
named Westside Baptist Church.

In 1957 capacity crowds called for the completion 
of g new auditorium with a seating capacity of 525. 
The old parsonage was transformed into the Nur­
sery Department. The educational building was en­
larged twice. A new educational building was con­
structed in 1962 to house three Sunday School de­
partments.

In October, 1962, Rev. James Carlton resigned. 
Rev. Connie Hargrove was called as interim pastor 
until Rev. Dick Coleman was called as pastor on 
April 14, 1963. One week later, the church pur­
chased its first parsonage, a three-bedroom home 
with separate building for a pastor’s study.

Listed below are the former pastors of Westside 
Baptist Church and the dates served.

1. Joe M. Wilson - January, 1947 thru Fall of 
1948.

2. A. A. Lawson - January, 1948 thru December 
^T'BructT"1 Stallings^^^January 1949 thru October

4. Tom Cappell - January 1952 thru February 
1953.

5. James Reed Carlton - June, 1953 thru October, 
1962.

6. Dick Coleman - April, 1963 thru —
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BY HKI.EX and JACK ADAMS 
REV. STALLINGS RESIGNS

The Rev. C. H Stallings resigne 
this month as pastor nf First Bap 
list Church of Greenacres Cit: 
where he served for the past twi 
years. Prior lo coming to Green 
acres City he was pastor of Wes 
Side Baptist Church. Leesburg 
Fla. Mr. Stallings received his de 
gree from University of Tennesee 
where he majored in the history 
of education after a period oj 
teaching, he received his theologi 
caJ training al New Orleans Semi 
nary from whence he began his 
ministerial profession. Under Mr 
Stallings' leadership here al 
Greenacres Baptist Church, a pub’ 
lie address system was Installed. 

I seats were placed in the audito­
rium. Sunday schools rooms were 
completed, and the purchase of a 
Sunday School bus was realized. 
During his administration member­
ship was increased by 83 members, 
the majority by baptism. Mr. and 
Mrs. Stallings now have moved 
from their Walker St. home to 2701 
S. Flagler Dr.. West Palm Beach, 
where they hope to enjoy a restful 
vacation before Mr. Stalling ac­
cepts one of the many positions of­
fered. Residents of the community
wish to express their appreciation 
to Mr. and Mrs. Stalling for their 
many acts of kindness In rendering 
themselves of service in times of 
sorrow and need. Mr. St a Nines will 
conduct services at Lake Ave. Bap­
tist Church. West Palin Beach. 
Sunday, Nov. 8.
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