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Stair, George R. served as pastor of churches in Chicago, Maryland and Florida including Fifth
Avenue Baptist Church, St. Petersburg; First Baptist Church Lakeland from 1935-1937
and Main St. Baptist Church, Leesburg.
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CUNSULTIRTIUN
EFFECTED: NEW
CHURCH BUILT

Two Baptist Congrepations
Join: Tabernacle Is
Co_m_lie_ged

By DOROTHY MAYER

ONSOLIDATION of the
(Grace Baptist church and

the Calvary Baptist chureh,
now known as the Fifth Avenue
Baptist church, Fifth avenue
and Sixth street south, and the
eonstruction of the First Bap-

tist Tabernacle, Second street|

north, between Second and
. Third avenues, were the most
outstanding steps taken last
‘ur by ehurch organizations of

t. Petersburg rightfully called

*“the city of churches.”

The Fifth Avenue Baptist church
of which the [Rav. Georgd B I8
pastor, has & membership of nearly
#00. The temporary bullding la fully
squipped and more class rooms were
recently added. The Bunday school
under the direction of H. L. Parker
and R. B. Freeman has a corps of
48 officers and tﬂ:ct_mrn.

e

Organized In 1908
Grace Baptist church was er-
in 1908 by the late Dr, J. W.
Dr. W. H. Hubbard served

for several years followed
. W. A. Hobson, formerly pas-
Jacksonville, who served until
r. The congregation of
Baptist echurch made only
in Ita house of worship
throughout a long period of years.
The original bullding was & small
frame house constructed on the site
at the nporthwest corner of Fourth
street and First avenus south. In
1907 the building was torn down and
Ahke present structure erected

The Calvary Baptist church was
erganized in 1936 by 80 Baptist real-
deuts In St. Petersburg. The [E&¥.
W. C. Foster was the first pastor and
was suocceeded by the [Es¥ Louls
Entsminger, who took the member-
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sbip of $0 and in 10 months ralsed

the membership to 316, Isd the con

in the purchase of the sile
ot Fifth avenue and Bixth strew
south and erected a large tabernacle.
Dr. Entzminger resigned to re-enter
the evangelistic fleld and [t was upon
Bis recommendation that the Cal-
wary church turned to Dr. George R.

Temporary Name Picked

The name Fifth Avenus Baptist
ehurch was selected by the separate
Songregations s & temporary nams
for the consolidated churches and
will be used untli such time as com-
mittess working on the matter shall
have sclected a permanent name and
pite for & new bullding.
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wﬂ.l. T0 RESUME
~ NIGHT SERVICES
AT EARLY DATE

Consolidation of Calvary and
Baptist Churches Takes
Effect Today

With the coming of the tourist
. season great changes and progress
have been shown nmong the churchen
of the city. Owing to increase in con-
gregations several churches have
bheen forced to move or expand and
almost all of the institutions have
resumed their evening worship,
! One of the most important events
to be recorded In the pages of his-
tory concerning the church move-
ment in St. Petersburg, was the con-

solidation of the QGrace and Calvary i

Baptist churches into one large In-
stitution, For several months it has
been the alm of many membors to
bring about this change and It came
to a climax at the Wednesday night
| prayer meeting of both churches, At
{ that time a popular vote was taken
| and the resolution was unanimously
upon in the congregations of

. =

[ "Pha Fansa Wa Faar "

" Final arrangements were l:umdpi
- It

‘will have as his puturltn thl nuwlr
- organized organization, Fifth Avenue

| Baptist church., At present serv-
" lees will be conducted in the old
headquarters of the Calvary Baptist
church on Fifth street and Fifth
avenue south. Dr. has an-
nounced as his topie for the morning
sermon “The Unfelt Hand.” He will
also occupy the pulpit at the eve-

| ning services, using as his theme

M o A el
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RESTLESS AGE,
LIFE OF DAVID
T0 BE THEMES

lllustrated Sermon Slated
Today; Interesting Sub-
jects Selected

‘A YONTINUATION of a series

of evangelistic sermons by
the Rev. W. T. Watson at the
Gospel Tabernacle, the deliver-
ance of an illustrated sermon

““The Life of David" by the
|| Rev, Charles Winner, pastor of

“entral Baptist ehureh, and
the discussion of ““ This Restless
Age”’ at the Fifth Avenue Bap-
tist chureh by its pastor the
Rev. George Stair are a few of
the many sermons scheduled
to be delivered by local pastors
at the morning and evening
services today.

"What Wa (Mwa Mad™ hae hasn
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REV. 6. R, STAIRTO
CONDUCT REVIVAL

Will Hold Services At
Calvary Baptist

Rev. Georgel R. [Stair] who has

been conducting successful revival
mectings in a number of cities in
Florida, comes to the Calvary Bap-
tist church, peninsula drive and Earl
street, peninsula for a 10-day mect-
ing to open Thursday, Nov. 18, and
last through Sunday, Nov. 28, except
Saturday nights when no service will
be held. The meectings will start at

7:30 E m.f nightly.
has been in Florida dur-

ing the past two years and has con-
ducted revivals in Orlando, Eustis

i

und other citiem. e comes to Day-
| tona Beach from Dade City. His
‘hnmr is in Clermont.

Prior to coming to Florida, Rev.
Btair| was pastor of churches in Bos-
|tun. Chicago and Portland, Me,, and
was also chaplain of the Alexander
Evangelist corps,

Rev. Georgel 1. now of Cler-
mont, Fla., formerly pastor of
churches in DBoston, Chicago and
| Portland, Me., will be in charge of
| revival services to be conducted at
the Calvary Baptist church, penin-
sula for 10 days, commencing Nov.
18 gnd ending Nov. 28, exclusive of

Saturday nights,
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SPECIAL .
REVIVAL SERVICES

Palm Avenue

Baptist Church

Palm and Florida Ave.
March 25th to April 8th
Every night 7:45 o°clock

You are we'come here, al-
J ways
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CALVARY—Sisth street and Fifth
avenue south,

Harry Prr_'—ﬂunu—lﬁed-'luplr-
intendent. nw: George Stair, (D. D.,

P%ﬁ r Mentahare T N




FBC, Lakeland (South Florida)

These include, Central Avenue, Calvary, Dixieland,
Edgewood and Westside Baptist Churches. Both the
Southside and the Webster Avenue churches were
formed of members of the First Baptist church and
with their assistance both in leadership and by the
donation of a lot. The church now has almost $10,000
in a mission account toward the purchase of a new
mission site when deemed advisable. Last year the
First Baptist Church ranked fourth in the Florida
Baptist Convention in gifts to World Missions through
the Cooperative plan.

Pastors who have served the First Baptist Church
since its organization are: Rev. James G. McCasky,
Rev. A. A. Keith, Rev. P. C. Drew, Rev. W. W. Bos-
tick, Rev. A. C. Turner, Rev. W. B. Dye, Rev. J. C.
Robey, Rev. O. J. Frier, Rev. L. D. Geiger, Rev. P. W.
Corr, Rev. J. H. Tharp, Rev. G. W. Sheppard, Dr. W.
D. Nowlin, Rev. R. S. Gavin, Rev. Wallace Ware, Rev.
Louis Entzminger, Dr. W. J. Bolin, Rev. Porter M.
Bailes, Rev. C. M. Crosswy, Dr. George R. Stair, Rev.
James W. Jelks, Rev. T. S. Boehm, Rev. Byron M.
Wilkinson, and the present Pastor, Arthur W. Rich,
since November 1957.

As we face the future confidently we remember
the words of our Living Lord in Revelation 3:8: “Be-
hold I have set before thee an open door, and no man
can shut it.”


Penny
FBC, Lakeland (South Florida)
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Lake County 1951
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Lake County 1951


