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Springfield, James (1934-2004) was a native of Texas and served as a trustee at Baylor
University, Baylor Medical School, and University Community Hospital in Tampa.
Springfield was pastor of New Tampa Baptist Church (1995-2004) at the time of his
death. He served for 55 years in churches in Texas, Oklahoma, and Florida. He was an
artist and left an extensive collection of drawings, paintings, and sculptures.
Springfield and his wife, Ruth, had three children.



at home Nov. 18

LUTZ (FBW)-James Springfield, 70,
pastor of New Tampa Baptist Church
-in Lutz, died suddenly Nov. 18 at his
home. He had served the congrega-
tion since 1995, when Palms Baptist
Church and Livingston Avenue Baptist
Church merged to form New Tampa
Bapnst Church. He had served 55
years in churches in Texas, Oklahoma
~and Florida.
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The Texas native served as a trustee
for his alma mater, Baylor University,
Waco, Texas, mdBaybr Medical School,

‘and on several hospital boards, includ-

ing University Community Hospital in
Tampa. He also served on the Florida
State Board of Missions. Springfield
was an artist and leaves an extensive
collection of drawings, paintings and
sculptures.

He is survived by his wife, Ruth
son, Wes; two daughters, Jami Goode
and Sherri Springfield; and three
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‘We're all one family’

B The merger of two very different
Baptist congregations forms a
diverse church family seeking
spiritual guidance and offering
acceptance to all.

By JENNIFER EMILY
Times Staff Writer

LUTZ — It's a lot like Noah's Ark. At least
that's how 79-year-old William Borden describes
New Tampa Baptist Church.

Two by two, or in some cases by the carload,
parishioners come to church each Sunday and
Wednesday.

Some drive to the modest building on Living-
ston Avenue from affluent areas such as Tampa

Palms. Others come from the University of
South Florida area, known for its high crime rate
and transient population.

The racially diverse congregation includes
the old and young, doctors and boat mechanics,
a ditch digger and an engineer.

Regardless of background, all find comfort in
the Southern Baptist church because once in-
side, who they are in the secular world ceases to
be important.

“They learned people are basically the same,
whatever their backgrounds,” said the

ames eld] the church's pastor. “The

Scripture says there is no difference between
Jew and Greek, male and female. . . . And with-
out trying, these people really believe that. And
when they're together, these people really be-
lieve that. They don't see the difference.”

The marriage between these distinct commu-
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NEW TAMPA BAPTIST CHURCH

LOCATION: 14801 Livingston Ave., Lutz. 977-0273.

LEADERSHIP: James Springfield has been the pastor
since the church formed in 1995. He
began preaching at 13 and received
his bachelor’s and master degrees
from Baylor University. He attended
Southwestern Theological
Seminary and received a doctorate
of ministry from Luther Rice
Seminary. He has been married to
Ruth, a first grade teacher at Lake
Magdalene Elementary School, for
42 years. They have four children,  Pastor
Jami, 36, Sherri, 34, David Springfield
(deceased) and Wesley 22.

SERVICES: Sunday: worship at 10:30 a.m. and 7 p.m.

Wednesday: 7 p.m. Bible study.

HISTORY: The church was established in 1995 with
the merger of the Palms Church and the

Livingston Avenue Church. Palms lacked a
location and Livingston leadership and they joined to
form the racially and economically diverse
congregation. The two groups agreed to disband the
existing churches and renamed the body “New

81 Church after the rapidly developing
areain whuch they are located.

RECENT SERMON TOPIC OR THEME: “Relaxology,” a
summer message of contentment and peace.

MEMBERSHIP: 637 members, around 460 active.

PROGRAMS: Bible studies, women's ministry, choir
and a puppet team.

OUTREACH TO THE COMMUNITY: Active members of
theTampa Bay Baptist Association and Southern
Convention that support worldwide mission
efforts. The church is located on 12 acres in a park-like
setting that is available for public use.

— SANDEE DAVIES
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The New Tampa Baptist Church on megstm '

Avenue in Lutz traces at least half its roots ba ’

storefront in City Plaza. In 1988, the Palms
Church, which eventually merged with the Livingstn
Baptist Church, occupied the space now leased by

Blockbuster Video.

Palms.

| exciting.

James Springfield, who was pastor of the 3 O(b ‘

member m Church and Academy on Shﬁ |

Avenue, resigned to pioneer the church in

Why does the church today bear the name Eﬂ

sive,” Springfield said. “Its main value is !hat ll givés
all the neighborhoods a sense of community.’
Moreover, he added, “It sounds fresh and excil-

ing. Everybody wants to be part of something new arg
rhe—ii'fm is a beginning."” ‘
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ll s refreshing, it's descriptive and it's incli- ‘
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