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Spivey, Marvin (1938-2024) was born in Homosassa, Florida. He served as pastor of churches 

in Kentucky and Florida including Calvary Baptist Church, Eustis, 1964, Wekiwa 

Springs Baptist Church, Apopka, 1966-1968, Webster Memorial Baptist Church, 

Lakeland, Island Baptist Church, Anna Maria and Wimauma Baptist Church. Spivey and 

his wife, Lynnett Cotton Spivey served as missionaries to Hong Kong for the Southern 

Baptist Convention Home Mission Board. The Spivey’s had three children. 
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pastors while we were waiting for God to send us the pastor he wanted for our 
church. In 1964 Pastor Brantley West came and served until 1966. In 1966 
Pastor Marvin Spivey came and served until 1968. Then a young man named 
Louis Crenshaw was called to be our pastor from 1968 until 1970. Joel Wade, 
a retired minister who was also an active member of our church was called to 
serve as our pastor. Pastor Joel Wade served from 1971 until 1973.

In March 1974 Pastor David S Martin was called to be our pastor. He and his 
lovely wife Elaine with their children came and began their ministry with our 
church family. Pastor Martin retired in March 2005. As with all churches 
there were good times and bad times. The biggest hardship the church 
suffered was a fire on April 18,1975 that burned the church to the ground. 
The church building was completely destroyed....but not the church. The 
church is the people and the people stuck together and continued to have 
faith. It wasn't easy but the church was rebuilt. During reconstruction the 
church services were held in many different locations.

In September 2005 Pastor Mike Davis was called to be our pastor. He and his 
wife Rhonda are serving our church as God directs. With God's leading we 
have many things happening within our church. In March 2006 the church 
launched its first website, this was a new technology for outreach for our 
church. We also joined Facebook in September 2010 to further our outreach. 
We have a Health Ministry that covers all aspects of a person's health. We 
have a new Youth Ministry that is going strong. We have remodeled and 
enlarged the Fellowship Hall. As we continue to follow as God directs, many 
great and wonderful things will continue to happen to Wekiwa Springs Baptist 
Church. Please join us and become a part of our church family.

The following is a chronological listing of the men who have served as pastor 
of our church with faithfulness doing as God directed them.

1953-1958 
1958 Interim 
1958-1962 
1962-1964 
1964-1966 
1966-1968 
1968-1970 
1971-1973 
1974-2005

Ray Kennedy 
Kenneth Magilliean 
Robert Lingle 
Interim Pastors

Joel Wade
David Martin

2005-Present Michael Davis

Footnote:

Wekiwa - Wekiva

Have you ever wondered if that was a spelling error and if not what's the 
difference between the two words. Well let me answer that question. No, it's 
not a spelling error.

Wekiwa Springs, for which the park is named, is one of the region's familiar 
and popular geologic features. The spring's name is derived from the Creek
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By Oct. 1, 1952 the rest of the offices and organ­
ization were filled.

Three days after Christmas in 1952 the church 
moved into its new home on Citrus and Hawley 
purchased from the First Methodist Church.

This gave the permanent room needed for expan­
sion of the church offices.

Due to prolonged illness Rev. Epperson resigned 
on Mar. 29, 1963 and moved to Orlando to be near 
his son.

The church had several supply pastors until a reg­
ular pastor could be found. Gerald Simmons served 

Dec. 22, 1963 and the church calle^Marvin 
.Spivey. He served from Jan. 26, 1964 til Jllliy ID,' 

res+r
Don Gravenmier was called and is now serving 

as pastor.
The first ordination service was held on Nov. 8, 

1964. Harry Smith and Elmer Higgins were ordained 
as deacons.

The Calvary Baptist has instituted a perpetual 
building program and in this way we feel that we can 
better the community while bettering ourselves.

Forty Fruitful Yea rs
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Pastor Marvin Spivey, 85, of Plant City, born on April 20, 1938, in Homosassa, entered into 
eternal rest on March 2, 2024. He was a Veteran of the United States Air Force, and a career 
Pastor and missionary for the Southern Baptist Convention. He loved his family dearly, and 
enjoyed golfing and motorcycles. He is survived by wife of 66 years, Lynnette Cotten Spivey; 
children, Steven “Randy” Spivey (Debra) of Bradenton, and Jayln Jaures Wooten (Regan) of 
Bossier City, Louisiana; 14 grandchildren; 9 great-grandchildren; son-in-law, Alberto Escobedo; 
and brother-in-law, Charles Cotten. He was preceded in death by daughter, Alicia Escobedo. A 
funeral service will be held Friday, March 8 at 3:00 P.M. at Hopewell Funeral Home, 6005 South 
County Road 39, Plant City, where the family will receive friends beginning at 2:00 P.M. 
Interment at Florida National Cemetery, Bushnell. Expressions of condolences at 
www.HopewellFuneral.com. 
https://www.hopewellfuneral.com/obituaries/Marvin-Spivey/#!/Obituary 
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