Florida Baptist Historical Society Biography Collection

This link provides the specific resource information which
documents and undergirds the biographical resource
information on a specific Florida Baptist pastors, church staff or
significant laity leaders.

The link you have chosen connects to the specific individual's resource files
that provide the basis for information which the Historical Society has used
to develop the respective biographical profile. The sources attached may
include copies of articles gleaned from back issues of the Florida Baptist
Witness and other news publications. Other resources include books,
historical journal articles and church histories that are cited as
documentation for the biography.

Visit our website at FloridaBaptistHistory.org

Hayner, Jerry (1938-1994) was a native of Huntington, West Virginia. He graduated from
Georgetown College and Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. Hayner served as
pastor of churches in Kentucky, North Carolina and Florida including First Baptist
Church in Gainesville, 1973-1982. He and his wife, Karen, had two children. Hayner
also served as a trustee of The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary.
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Staff changes:

First Church, ville, voted unanimously
to call Ronald M. Perry as pastor. Perry is a
graduate of Samford University and South-
western Baptist Theological Seminary . He
earned his Ph.D. from New Orleans Baptist
Theological Seminary.

First Church of Palm Valley welcomes
Allen McKeithan as its new senior pastor.
McKceithan comes from Wilmington, N.C., and
earned degrees from Luther Rice Seminary,
International Bible Institute and Seminary, and
North Florida Baptist Theological Seminary.
He also serves on the Board of Directors at
North Florida Baptist Theological Semi

James Michael Talley recently joined the
staff of East Church, DeFuniak Springs, as
minister of music nnd youth. A native of
Arkansas, Talley comes from Russell Park
Church in Fort Myers.

Don Cable recently was ordained and
called by Northwoods Chumh ‘Tallahassee, as

of e 2 1i ducation.

People news:

Kenneth White has been elected president
of the Ministerial Association of the Northern
Palm Beaches. He is pastor of Palm Beach
Gardens Worship Center and is a graduate of
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary
and Luther Rice Seminary,

Good News Church, Winter Haven, is
pleased to welcome Florida Baptist Theological
College student, Melissa Stokes, as a summer
missionary. She is the daughter of Jerry Stokes,
pastor of Green Pond Church, Polk City.

Stetson University Baptist Campus Minister
Charles Granger presented awards to six of the
university’s best students on May 4, during the
annual Academic Honors Convocation which
preceded spring commencement.

M. Michelle Wood, a senior psychology
major from Jacksonville, received the Barbara
C. Granger Memorial Scholarship, established
by Granger in memory of his late wife.

Receiving Florida Baptist Foundation
awards were:

Tracy L. Vinson, a junior elementary major
from East Palatka, the Abernathy Memorial
Trust Award for ministerial students, estab-
lished by the family of the Rev. D. J. Abernathy
in memory of his sister, Jean Abernathy; and
the Parrish Memorial Trust Award, established
by Mrs. James W. Parrish in memory of her

husband, Dr. James W. Parrish, and their son,
James, for students preparing for Baptist church
work;

Lance E. Starr, a senior computer science
major from Pensacola, the Armour Scholarship
Trust award, for Baptist students planning to
enter full-time Christian service;

Amanda G. Oliver, a junior elementary
education major from East Palatka, the Frankie
C. & Thomas Armour Trust Fund, for Baptist
students planning full-time Christian service;
and the Linda G. Gay Award, in memory of a
former Stetson student;

Bobby L. Hutto, a sophomore from
Chiefland, the Albert L. Carnett Memorial
Book F\md, which honors the memory of an

g Florida Baptist pastor and Stetson
alumnus; and

Shane D. Southerland, a senior French
major from DeLand, the Parrish Memorial
Trust Award; and the Smiley Ministerial Schol-
arship for ministerial students,

Obituaries:
Jerry Hayner, pastor of First Church,
Gainesville, from 1973-1982, died unexpected-
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ly April 17 in Raleigh, N.C. The 56-yu
minister moved from Gainesville in 1%}
accept the pastorate of Forest Hills Chur

Hayner is survived by his wife,
daughter, Kethmlt.hofChlpe”ﬂll. '

v ;
and Howard College (now Samford Us
ty). He came to Florida in 1962 ss pus

tor of First Church of Lake Alfred, S
Church of Deland, Shenandoah Churl
Orlando, and First Church of Port 0
After many years of ministry, Meadows
in 1985 and made his home in Crystal &
but continued to preach revivals and s
interim pastorates until the last six monl
his illness.

He is survived by his wife, Thelms;

Missionary news:

Florida native Sarah Going was apyi
a missionary in April by the Home Mis
Board. Going will continue serviny
Louuvnlle, Ky., whcre her husband, Lee,

versity of Louisville in Kentucky,
The Foreign Mission Board has assi
Thomas and Audrey Welch to workin

of International Baptist Church, an Englist

guage congregation. She will work in a v
of outreach ministries, including music. 1
was at one time pastor of Eighth Av
Church of Pensacola.

Eugene and Carolyn Dubberly, miss
aries to Uruguay, are on the field and my
addressed at Lucas J. Obes 1097, 11700M
tevideo, Uruguay. A native of Florida, he
born in Miami and also lived in New Smy
Beach and Daytona Beach.

Robert and Margaret Fortenberry, s
sionaries to Botswana, have arrived on the 3
to begin their first term of service, They ma)
reached at P. O. Box 1559, Gaboro
Botswana. The former Margaret McKinley,
lived as a child in Miami.

James and Sylvia Foster, Baptist re
tatives to Germany, are in the States (;
621 Lee Ct., Camden, S.C. 29020). Hew
born in

Stanley and Jan McFall, missionari
the Indian Ocean Islands, are in the Statess
may be contacted at 133 Bellesire
Knoxville, Tenn. 37922. She is the former}
Pelham of Panama City.

FLORIDA BAPTIST WITNESS * MAY 26, 1% (/L



Baptist minister Jerry Hayner dies

Dr. resigned as
pastor of Forest Hills Baptist

The News and Observer
Mon, Apr 18, 1994 -Page 11
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BY ToDD NELSON
STAFF WRITER

RALEIGH — Dr. the
former Forest Hills Baptist
Church pastor who resigned under
pressure last year after building
the church into one of the city’'s
largest, died Sunday. He was 56.

Mr. death was an-
nounced to 200 of Forest Hills’
1,800 members who were attend-
ing a children’s musical service
Sunday night, said the Rev. Larry
Ballard, Forest Hills’ minister of
music.

Mr. Hayner's charismatic lead-

e

Raleigh church grew under his leadership

ership built the church’s numbers
and strengthened its mission in
the 10 years he served as pastor.
In January 1993, however, he
resigned under pressure amid
accusations that he had an affair
with a woman who worked at the
church.

Mr. 56, died unexpect-
edly Sunday morning at a Raleigh
hospital, said the Rev. Roy J.
Smith of Raleigh, executive direc-
tor of the Baptist State Conven-
tion. He had been ill for a week to

Church last year.

The News and Cbserver
WMon, Apr 18, 1994 -Page 14

HAYNER

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1B
and the rest of the country. Mr.

also led members in do-
nating time and money to those
external missions.

Mr. [Hayner’s resignation last
year came after weeks of negotia-
tions with the board of deacons of
Forest Hills, a sprawling, red-
brick church at the corner of
Dixie Trail and Clark Avenue.

In a letter read to hundreds of
church members in January 1993,
Mr. said he had a close
relationship with the woman in
question but denied that it was
sexual. He described it instead as
a "pure"” friendship that others
misinterpreted.

After hearing the letter and
debating the situation among
themselves, the majority of the
congregation members voted to
accept Mr resignation.

Mr. Hayned was a frequent
contributor to the Baptist State
Convention, chairing a number of
committees, Mr. Smith said. In
1992, the convention financed Mr.
proposal for a halfway
house for drug abusers now in
Creedmoor. Mr. also vid-
eotaped Sunday school lessons for
use in hospitals and nursing
homes.

“He was very active in our
denomination’s work, he always
took assignments very seriously
and gave his very best attention,"
Mr. Smith said.

10 days, Mr. Smith said. He said
he did not know the cause of
death.

For the past year, Mr.
had been the interim pastor at
First Baptist Church in Clinton.

Mr. Ballard praised Mr. [Hay-
ner’s sense of humor, saying he
was a friend to all in the Forest
Hills congregation.

“He was dearly loved and will
be dearly missed,” Mr. Ballard
said.

Mr. conversational

pulpit style helped draw new
members, he said.

‘He was very biblically based,
yet he related a lot to where
people were,” Mr. Ballard said.
“He was able to take everyday
things in people’s lives and apply
word of God to them.”

Along with ing the con-
gregation, Mr. also ex-
panded the mission of Forest
Hills, counseling and helping peo-
ple outside the church in the city
and elsewhere in North Carolina

Set HAYNER| PAGE 4B




The News and Observer
Wed, Apr 20, 1994 -Page 12

Minister deserved better

Regardi tHf story ‘‘Baptist
ministef Jerry Hayner dies’":

As a close friend of the Hayner family
and former member of Forest Hills Bap-
tist Church, it was with great distaste
that I read your idea of an obituary for
such a wonderful man. What gets me the
most is that someone’s alleged past has
to be dredged up to become a part of an
obituary. And you forgot to mention his
survivors. He happens to have a lovely
wife, daughter, granddaughter, a son, a
son-in-law, mom, dad and siblings.

It is my hope that you will be a little
more sensitive and compassionate to
those of us who lose our loved ones by
death. The insensitivity illustrated here
matches that of the IRS.

For the record, Jerry Hayner was born
again by the Spirit of the Living God,
through His Son Jesus Christ. He was
called to and proclaimed the message of
eternal life in Jesus Christ for 34 years.
walked the Christian walk and his
talk definitely matched his walk.

was not a judgmental man, but
one who looked at others througH'the
eyes of Jesus Christ. He did not believe
in preaching social issues from the pul-
pit, but rather feeding his flock the word
of God. I know in my heart that Jerryl has
walked directly from pain and suffering
into the loving arms of his Lord.

SUSAN BIZZELL SULT
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Pastor quits pulpit
at prominent church

Allegation of affair
leads to resignation

By JANE STANCILL
Staff writer
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The Sanford Herald - Fri, Jan 23, 1987 - Page 10 - (Sanford, North Carolina)
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The Corbin Times-Tribune - Fri, Jul 30, 1965 - Page 5 -

JERRY HAYNER
« « «» College Pastor

Religious
Director

.......

Williamsburg, Ky., The Rev.
Jerry Hayner, a 1957 Cumber-

. land College graduate, has been
| clected to serve as full time

Director of Religious Activities
al Cumberiand College, begin-
ning August 1, 1965,

The Rev, Hayner, a 1959 grad-
uate of Georgetown College, re-
ceived his B. D, degree from the
Southern B a p tist Theological
Seminary in Louisville last Jan-
uary.

He was chosen to All-State
teams in basketball and baseball
alt Vinson High School in Hunt-
ington, West Virginia.

At Cumberland, he was B.S.U.
president and was elected Mr.
Cumberland in 1957.

The Rev. Hayner| has served
as pastor at Union Baptist
Church in Lewis Co.,, and at
Baptist Temple in Louisville, He
also taught English at Vance-
burg Grade School and was a
member of the Evangelist Moun-
tain Youth Team in 1958.

(Corbin, Kentucky)
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First Baptist
Revival Will

T /

Begin Monday

evangehst for LCrussa i
America’'s Revival at ithe i
Baptist Church of Pain e

from April 28 throusgh I
Evening scrvices will be at 7
and morhing secrvices are alse
tenlalively schediled for 7:i
morning.

Rev. is 2 native of Hunt
ingten, W. Va. and is prosenily
pasicr of Beaver Doar D 1pt i Rev, Jerry Hayner

Church at Knexville, Tenn. I~ 1987
has served as pasicr of b :
1" 29 {‘. s ' !: St = el The church nursery will be opon.
3 | | I 4]
i -'r‘ AR ". i with competent attendants fo 1
| L eTabk Sk small children, Off streetl parking
| as campus minister af Cum-. ‘ ‘

Is provided, The public is cordi
211E

o8 e, ally inviled to attend each and
i { (H : every service,



Tampa Bay Times
Sun, Mar 02, 1980 -Page 62

"REVIVAL®

March 2-9, 1980
First Baptist

Church

120-4th St. North
St. Petersburg

Dr. Perry Hayner
Lvangelist-Pastor

Dr. Jaig Hayoed First Baptist Church

(zainesville, Florida
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Sat, Feb 04, 1984 - Page?

- AUTOGRAPH PARTY
| AT
BAPTIST BOOK STORE

| Meet Jerry and Karen Hayner
Autographing their new book

Marriage Can
Be Meaningful

For those marcnied or planning marriage. this
book will give counsel or advise to help make
your marriage what it could or should be.

A practical manual. Marmage Can Be Mean:
inglultreats all aspects of marniage in a relation |
al way—looks at what two people desire and owe
to each other in therr marnage

Jerry Hayner| pastor of Forest Hills Baptist
Church, Raleigh. North Carolina, 1s author of Say
Hello to Life and God s Best (o You. His wile
Karen is a school teacher.  §395 paperback

Db il nns Balbuwssmens B bla
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Minister Believes Renovation

Of Old Church Faith in Future

Story and Photos
By CARL CRAWFORD
Times-Union Staff Writer

“May this renovated
sancluary be a constant
reminder of the daily re-
novation we need in our
lives, and may it be the
arena for the rebirth of
others. To that end, we
dedicate  this sanctuary
today."

With the reading of that
ot e, the Rev.
Jerry Hayner, [pastor of the
+ i Church of
Gainesville, welcomed his
congregation home again.

During the past two
months church members
have been holding Sunday
services in the Great South-
tern Music Hall two blocks

cove, but the pulpit now
stands where the first two
front rows of pews once
were and the choir loft now
seats 56, up from 34.

OTHER CHANGES in-
clude padding for the pews,
an acoustical ceiling, en-
largement of a balcony
sound booth and angling the
side pews toward the pulpit
to enhance the “closer” at-
mosphere.

Tired, worn, green walls
and carpeting have been re-
placed. The walls and deco-
rations are now three shades
of gold, the carpet, red
tweed.

A chandelier hangs from
the center of the ceiling and
another hangs in the vesti-
bule.

ONE FINAL change will

be complete in January, Hay-
ner said.

The old Werlitzer-Hope-
Jones organ donated by
Mrs. Annie Scarratt and
Mrs. Raffie Wilson in 1924,
and better suited for a thea-
tere, will be replaced
with a new $85,000 Cassa-
vante Pipe organ.

With the face-lifting Rev.
Hayner hopes there will be
more interest in the church
and its community-related
programs, not because of
renovoation but because it
provides more opportunities
and a good atmosphere for
inter-action.

He said the church build-
ing will be open more than
one day a week, “when
you've got this kind of mon-
ey invested, it's our desire
not to let these buildings lie
dormant.”

PRESENT AND [uture
programs based al the
church  will include the

Gainesville Academy, where
35 children with learning
disabilities will spend their
days throughout the school
year,  international pre-
school three days a week,
minisrty to the deaf and for-
eign language ministry.

The popular Boy Scout
program will contine and
Hayner also noted there will
be extensions of the South-
ern Baptist Theological Sem-
inary and Stetson University
Bible courses.

It's Rev. [Hayner’s hope
that in the future the church
will use surrounding proper-
ty it owns to build a gymna-
sium for the congregation as
well as the communily to
use.

D A DE2PNTLOT INT A

HE SAID THE congrega-
tion's desire to back renova-
tion proves “religion isn't
dead when people are will-
ing to invest their funds,”
and is proof people still be-
lieve in organized religion
and what it can do.

Asked if he expects reno-
vation to have an impact on
the membership rolls,

Rev. Haynen said, "Yes,
very definitely.”

He said the
chuich membership has
grown by more than 150 dur-
ing renovation.

He added that many of the
newer members were young
adults, young marrieds or
middle-aged  adults  with
younger children “which is
your future.”

He said the future, after
all, is what renovation at
the First Baptist Church of
Gainesville is all about.
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During the past two
months church members
have been holding Sunday
services in the Great South-
tern Music Hall two blocks
up the street from the
church on West University
Avenue.

The 50-year-old sanctuary
was undergoing its share of

- an $850,000 face-lifting which

Rev. sees as an indi-

- cation of the congregation’s

~faith in the future” and be-

| lief in a strong inner-city

church.

“WE ARE dedicated to the
needs of the inner-city here,
Hayner said.

He explained that the
congregation faced a deci-
sion in 1972 of sinking more
funds into the present site
for renovation, “a necessity”
or “moving to the suburbs.”

The vote was for renova-
tion, said, “because
for 100 vears God had been
using this church in a down-
town setting” and “the con-
gregation felt there should
be a downtown church.”

He said the church can
not only meet the needs of
its congregation with reno-
vation but with it, and fu-
ture nsion, can meet
the needs of people "of all
races and position.”
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IN JULY 1973 the congre-
gation took on the task of
raising $150,000 as a test of
its seriousness toward reno-
vation and more than passed
that by raising $256,000.
Rev. h 36, was serv-
ing at a Knoxville, Tenn.,
church at that time, trying
to decide whether or not to
come to Gainesville and this
fund-raising success helped
him make up his mind.

With this money, a
$500,000 church bond issue
and other donations, the ac-
tual work on renovation be-
gan in December 1973.

Crowded Church offices on
the ground floor became a
modern looking office suite
with space for the pastor,
ministers of musie, educa-
tion and youth and five sec-
retaries.

THE OFFICES, and a
church library which is now
double its fermer size, are
located in one of two educa-
tion wings built in 1950
which were also reworked,
given a fresh “wake-up”
paint job, air conditioning
and false ceilings.

A ground floor autidito-
rium, used for business
meetings, fellowships and
Wednesday night prayer
meetings, has been reshaped,
carpeted and a new sound
system has been installed.
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THE SANCTUARY was
built on the present site,
which is actually the
church’s third home since it
was founded in 1875, and it
cost $75,000 to build.

In 1875 the church was lo-
cated at what was then WesL
Main and Masonic Streets,
what is now South Main and
Southwest Second Avenue.
It was moved in 1897 to
where the present City Hall
is standing. The final move
came in 1924

Across the back of the
sanctuary several pews have
been removed and a new
vestibule built where Rev.

said, people can stop

and visit before Sunday ser-
vices.

THE SEATING capacity
of the church was not affect-
ed much by the change, it
has 1,200 seats. Local mem-
bership stands at 1,700 with
a total membership of 2,800.

Several changes serve to
“bring the leadership and
congregation atmosphere
too,” Hyner said.

The pulpit and choir loft
had been located underneath
the baptismal pool at the
front of the church in an al-



