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Spell, Thurman R. (1910-1950) was born in Staunton, Virginia the son of Zebulon Vance and 

Columbia Stephens Spell. He graduated from Wake Forest College. Spell served as pastor of 

churches in North Carolina, Geogia, Virginia and Florida including Callahan Baptist Church, Mt. 

Olive Baptist Church, Ephesus Baptist Church and Earlington Heights Baptist Church, Miami. 

He and his wife, Doris Council Harris Spell had one son. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



IN MEMORIUM
Whereas, it has pleased our Heavenly 
her to remove from our midst our he­
ed sister and friend; Sister Litha Ann 
liming Willoughby, who departed this 
Dec. 27, 1949, at the age of 91. She 

s a devout follower of our Lord and 
s faithful in her attendance to her 
irch until her failing health prevented. 
?e deplore her passing but we realize 
it our loss is her eternal gain and com- 
nd her sorrowing family to our Heaven- 
Father whom we know doeth all things 
ill. Looking for the day when our Lord 
111 come in glory to receive us unto 
mself.
We recommend a copy of this be put 
on our minutes, a copy be presented to 
> family and a copy sent to the Florida 
ptist Witness for publication.

Respectfully,
Mrs. J. R. Wolson, Chairman, 
Mrs. A. B. Gossman, 
Deacon John F. Wilson.

MRS. L. F. TATUM
KPn February 27, 1950, God, in His in­
finite wisdom saw fit to call from among 
■fcpur beloved Sister in Christ, Mrs. Laura 
^Kdonia Tatum.
■W'Aunt Donie,” as she was affectionately 
Kiowa to hundreds of friends, was born 
Hwy 10th, 1859, the daughter of Reverend 
EjbA. Redd, a pioneer Baptist minister, and 
gLis wife, Elizabeth Brown Redd at Fort 
■tamer in Manatee County, Florida.
Kin 1874 she took a very definite role, in 
■injunction with her parents, in founding 
Hie First Baptist Church in this community 
Bjjnd was a charter member of Friendship 
Baptist Church of Fruitville dating from 

until 1941 when she united with the 
Bee Ridge Baptist Church in Bee Ridge 
■here she made her home. Despite her 
■Treat age she was active in church work 
Hfitil a short time before her death when, 
Because of failing health she was forced 
By submit to the demands of time.
■ Her hundreds of friends shall long re- 
■feember Aunt Dome’s words and deeds 
■t kindness and her happy, sunny, dis­
position.
■ 'She is survived by one brother, ten 
■Mildren, forty-four grandchildren, fifty- 
fcve great grandchildren and twenty-nine 
Ktreat-grandchildren.

Ezra E. Taylor, 
G. E. Pridgen, 
Mrs. Hulon Taylor.

'MR. JAMES WESLEY COLLINS
In sacred memory of Brother James 

Lesley Collins, who departed this life 
une 6, 1949 at the age of seventy. He 
las a member of Bethany Church, having 
icepted the Lord as his personal Saviour 
ji his early life.

He was not able to attend church faith- 
illy in the latter part of his life because 
f ill health. He leaves to mourn his 

th his wife, six children, and a host 
friends.

tWe, the members of Bethany Church 
xtend our deepest sympathy to the fami- 
y, and yet while we miss him, we bow in 
tumble submission to Him who doeth all 
hings well, and leave with you these coni- 
orting words, “Lo, I am with you alway.” 

Committee: 
B. T. Holt
Mrs. Annie Collins 
Mrs. Walter Matheny

REV. THURMAN R. SPELL
Rev. Thurman R. Spell passed away at 

his home near Staunton, Va., on May 29th 
after a brief illness. He was only forty 
years of age when he entered into eternal 
sleep.

The last rites were conducted from the 
Autryville Baptist Church on Thursday, 
June 1st, at 3:30 o’clock. Officiating at the 
last rites were Rev. G. N. Ashley, Rev. E. 
B. Booker, Rev. Dennis T. Wright and Dr. 
Louis Gaines. Interment was made in the 
Church Cemetery.
* A native of Autryville and a graduate 
of Wake Forest College, Rev. Spell has 
served as pastor in many chUches through­
out this and other states. He began preach- 
ng at a very early age. He served churches 
in North Carolina and Georgia. In Florida 
he served as pastor at Callahan, Mt. Olive, 
Ephesus, and Earlington Heights. At the 
time of his passing he was serving the 
Laurel Hill Baptist Church located at 
Staunton, Virginia. He had been there nly 
eight months.

Rev. Spell is survived by his wife, Mrs. 
Doris Hales Spell, formerly of Beaver 
Dam Township of Cumberland County. 
His parents, Mr. and Mrs. Z. V. Spell sur­
vive him. Also surviving is a sister, Mrs. 
Mercedes Floyd of Clinton; three brothers, 
Clarendon of the Home, Z. V., Jr., of 
Wendell, and Rev. Methuel Spell of Green­
ville, Virginia. A young son, Alford R. 
Spell, also survives.

MEMORIAL
In Memory of Brother Harry Guthrie 

whom our Heavenly Father removed from 
our midst on November 20, 1949. Brother 
Guthrie was a member of Russell Baptist 
Church.

As we bow in humble submission to the 
will of our Lord, we extend to his family 
our deepest sympathy. May they turn to 
our loving Father who can comfort as no 
one else can.

Be it resolved that a copy be sent to the 
family, one to our Baptist Witness, and a 
copy attached to our church minutes.

Respectfully submitted, 
Mrs. Inez A. Simmons 
Mrs. Alene Fountain 
Mrs. Margaret Wilson

IN MEMORY OF 
REV. W. E. DENNINGTON

On January 21, 1950 God called our 
brother Rev. W. E. Dennington from his 
earthly labors into the place of rest.

Bro. Dennington spent sixteen years as 
a Soldier of the Cross, in preaching the 
Gospel of the Christ whom he served.

He was born in Hickman County, Ky., 
November 6, 1899. He was converted and 
joined the Baptist church July 22, 1914, 
and entered the ministry December 2,1934. 
He was married to Lovie Marie Dean on 
November 6, 1917.

Therefore be it resolved that: We 
thank God for the life of Rev, Dennington 
as a minister of the Gospel and also for 
his service to his fellowmen.

And that we extend to his wife and 
children our deepest sympathy, assuring 
them we share their great loss.

Be it further resolved that a copy of 
this resolution be sent to his family, a 
copy to the Baptist Witness and a copy en­
tered on our church record.

Committee: Sears Coker. 
Nettie Coker. 
Beatrice Bates.

IN MEMORIAL OF 
BROTHER I. C. ROBINSON

We bow in submission to the infinite 
wisdom of Our Heavenly Father who 
called Brother I. C. Robinson to his eter­
nal home on May 10, 1950, at the age of 
63. He died a peaceful death. He was a 
devout member of the Grove Street Bap­
tist Church and held the offices of Senior 
Deacon, Trustee and Treasurer. Besides 
these offices he was active in Sunday 
School and Training Union work, always 
ready to co-operate in any work that 
would be instrumental to God’s work 
while here on this earth.

He was well known and loved by all 
who knew him. His faithful leadership 
will live on and on. He was born March 
17, 1887 in Odum, Georgia, and was a son 
of the late John B. and Sara Moody Robin­
son, He has been in the grocery business 
for about twenty years moving to Gaines­
ville from Melrose.

Funeral services were held at two p.m. 
Friday, May 12, 1950 at the Grove Street 
Baptist Church with the pastor, Rev. E. E. 
Earnest, officiating and interment was in 
the Melrose Cemetery. He is survived by 
his wife, Maude Devier Robinson, four 
sons, Emeral C, A. Millard “Bud,” Eugene 
G., Lester W., two daughters, Mrs. J. C. 
Ramsey, Mrs. W. G. Johnson, eight grand­
children, all of the Gainesville Area, and 
a sister of California.

There will be a vacant place in the 
earthly home he just left, but may we live 
such lives that we may see his face again. 
While we bow in humble submission to 
the will of Our Heavenly Father, who 
doeth all things well, we feel that the loss 
sustained in the passing of our Dear 
Brother, will be his eternal gain.

Therefore, be it resolved that we extend 
to the bereaved wife and family our deep­
est love and sincere sympathy in this sad 
hour and point them to a loving and mer­
ciful Saviour who will lead, protect and 
comfort them through life.

Be it further resolved that this resolu­
tion be spread upon the minutes of the 
Grove Street Baptist Church of Gaines­
ville, Florida, one copy transmitted to the 
family, one copy to the Baptist Witness 
and one to the Gainesville Daily Sun.

Lovingly submitted,
Ray A. Gamble, Chairman, 
G. A. Barber, 
W. A. Wester.

AN OBITUARY
On December 3, 1949, Brother George 

Inus Tindall finished his work here and 
was suddenly called to his heavenly home.

Brother Tindall was 70 years of age, a 
devout Christian, a member of Macedonia 
Church of Lee, Florida, having served 
faithfully his church, and a deacon for 34 
years. Though many hearts were made 
sad at his going, his family and friends 
have the consolation of knowing he is 
with the Lord whom he served faithfully. 
He leaves his widow, one son, one daugh­
ter, a number of grandchildren and a host 
of friends.

Therefore, be it resolved that a copy 
of this be placed in our church records, 
a copy sent to the family and a copy be 
sent to Florida Baptist Witness for pub­
lication.

Respectfully submitted, 
Board of Deacons, , 
Macedonia Baptist Church
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Thurman Reginald Spell 

 

Birth 

    31 Oct 1910 

    Sampson County, North Carolina, USA 

Death 

    29 May 1950 (aged 39) 

    Augusta County, Virginia, USA 

Burial 

    Autryville Baptist Church Cemetery 

    Autryville, Sampson County, North Carolina, USA 

Family Members 

Parents 

    Zebulon Vance Spell    1876–1963 

    Columbia Stephens Spell    1886–1981 

 

Spouse 

 

    Doris Council Harris    1917–2012 

 

 

Children 

    Sherridan Spell    1937–1937 

 


