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Spears, W. L. (1880-1960) served as pastor of churches in Alabama, Georgia and Florida 

including First Baptist Church, Cottondale, 1921-1922; First Baptist Church, Graceville, 1922; 

First Baptist Church, Callahan and First Baptist Church, Okahumpka. He and his wife, Mary Lou 

Spears had three children. 
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SMITH BEGINS PASTORATE 
AT FORT WALTON BEACH

7A/X hat and the Other

H. Talmadge Smith, for the 
last two years pastor of West- 
'iew Church, Opp, Ala., has ac- 
epted a call to Cinco Church, 
^t. Walton Beach, effective April 
7.

A native of Montgomery, Ala., 
Smith is a graduate of Howard 
College, Birmingham, Ala. and of 
Southwestern Seminary. Before 
(oing to Opp, he was associate 
>astor of Oakdale Church, Mo- 
>ile, Ala.

Mrs. Smith is a native of Mo- 
>ile. They have one son, Tai, Jr.

BARTON SHORES, ORLANDO 
CALLS BAUGHMAN PASTOR

W. Cecil Baughman has ac- 
epted a call as pastor of Barton 
hores Church, Orlando, effec- 
ive May 8.
Baughman has been pastor of 

orrento Church, Sorrento for 
le past three years, during 
’hich time the church purchased 
new building site and adopted 

Ians for a new church plant.

W. L. SPEARS, MINISTER, 
DIES IN BRADENTON

On April 1 W. L. Spears. 80, 
icd suddenly of a heart attack 
t his home in Bradenton, where 
e had lived since retiring from 
he active ministry 15 years ago.
During 40 years of active pas- 

jrate, he served churches in 
'lorida, Georgia and Alabama.
Spears is survived by his wife; 
daughter, Mrs. Bob Storr of 

iradenton; two sons, Rev. Julius 
[. Spears of Chatham, Va. and 
uford L. Spears of Houston, 
cxas.

Frink Church, near Clarksville, 
■ill observe Homecoming Day 
o May 1 with a roll call of all 
tembers. Wayne D. Bryan, pro- 
issor at Baptist Bible Institute, 
raceville, will be guest speaker. 
Dinner will be served at noon, 

illowed by a song service. Otha 
. Martin is pastor.

CARMICHAEL ORDAINED TO 
MINISTRY AT LIVE OAK

Billy Carmichael, a student at 
Norman Junior College, was 
ordained to the Gospel ministry 
on April 10 by First Church, 
Live Oak.

On April 2 Carmichael was ex­
amined by six ministers, who un­
animously recommended his ordi­
nation.

Participating in the ordination 
were: Charge to Candidate, J. M. 
Sullivan, Live Oak; Charge to 
the Church, C. M. Gresham, 
Norman Park, Ga.; Presentation 
of Bible, Rees Mills, chairman of 
deacons; and Ordination Sermon, 
Cornelius Davis, pastor of First 
Church, Live Oak.

Carmichael was recently called 
as pastor of Salem Church, near 
Tifton, Ga.

REVIVAL REPORTS
During a week of revival serv­

ices at Southside Church, Apop­
ka, there were 16 additions (14 
by baptism), one volunteered for 
mission services, and one sur­
rendered to the ministry, accord­
ing to Pastor Bob Scurlock. Bob 
Crowe, pastor of Northside, Mi­
ami, was evangelist and Ralph 
Smith was song leader.

There were 74 additions (46 by 
baptism) to North Jacksonville 
Church, Jacksonville during re­
vival services March 27-April 3 
with Billy Walker preaching and 
Leroy Summers singing. Pastor 
R. Wilbur Herring reports record 
attendances in Sunday school and 
Training Union on April 3.

George Palmer, senior at Bap­
tist Bible Institute, Graceville, 
was evangelist in revival services, 
at Napier Field Church, Dothan, 
Ala., where Steve McKinley, a 
graduate of Baptist Bible Insti­
tute, is pastor. There were 15 
additions (ten by baptism).

Robert G. Witty of Central 
Church, Jacksonville led in re­
vival services March 20-27 at 
First Church, Hialeah, R. Perry 
Tomlinson, pastor. Music was 
under the leadership of Gratten 
E. Tomlinson, minister of music 
at Hialeah.

Mt. Pisgah Church, McAlpin 
will observe Homecoming on 
April 17. Former members, pas­
tors and friends are invited to 
attend the services and basket 
dinner at noon. W. C. Hall is 
pastor.

Thos. V. McCaul, pastor emer­
itus of First Church, Gainesville, 
preached in revival services 
March 20-27 at First Church, 
Cross City, Richard Gardner, 
pastor.

“What lies behind us and what 
lies before us are tiny matters 
compared to what lies within us."

CARVER SCHOOL ALUMNI 
TO MEET IN MIAMI BEACH
Dr. Winston Crawley will 

speak to the alumni of the Carver 
School of Missions and Social 
Work in their meeting in Miami 
Beach on May 18. Dr. Crawley, 
secretary for the Orient of the 
Foreign Mission Board, is mar­
ried to an alumna of the Carver 
School, the former Margaret 
Lawrence.

Dr. Nathan C. Brooks, Jr., 
Carver School president, will re­
port on current plans of the 
school.

Mrs. Rice A. Pierce of Nash­
ville is president of the Carver 
School Alumni Association and 
will preside over the Miami 
Beach meeting.

The annual meeting is to be a 
7:15 a.m. breakfast in the Surf 
Room of the Shore Club Hotel. 
Miss Margaret McKinney, man­
ager of the Baptist Book Store in 
Miami, is chairman of the com­
mittee for local arrangements. 
Miss McKinney is a former presi­
dent of the Alumni Association.

NEW ORLEANS SEMINARY 
ALUMNI PLAN MEETING

The annual alumni meeting of 
New Orleans Seminary will be 
at 7 a.m., Thursday, May 19, at 
Hotel Seville in Miami Beach, 
according to Leo A. Hebert, Tal­
lahassee, president of the Florida 
Alumni of the Seminary. Dr. H. 
Leo Eddleman, president of the 
Seminary, will be the principal 
speaker.

An attendance figure must be 
furnished the Hotel 48 hours 
prior to the meeting. Those ex­
pecting to be present should send 
for tickets immediately. Order 
tickets at $2.00 each from the Of­
fice of Public Relations, 3939 Gen- 
tilly Blvd., New Orleans 26, La.

MARTINEZ MUSIC DIRECTOR 
AT TALLAHASSEE CHURCH

Harry Marti­
nez, music maj­
or at Florida 
State University, 
is the new music 
director at Uni­
versity Heights 
Church, Talla­
hassee, Charles 
L. Phipps, pas­

tor.
A concert pianist and cadet 

director of the Army ROTC band 
at FSU, Martinez succeeds Ervin 
Gatlin, who was music director 
for five years.

MRS. J. T. WILLIAMS, 
MISSIONARY TO CHINA, DIES

Mrs. Laurie Smith Williams, 
74, emeritus Southern Baptist 
foreign missionary, died Friday 
afternoon, April 1. Funeral serv­
ices and burial were held Tues­
day morning, April 5, in Lake­
land, Fla., where she and her 
husband, Dr. J. T. Williams, were 
making their home.

Mrs. Williams did educational 
and evangelistic work in China 
for 39 years before her retirement

Jewish Evangelism Clinic
More than 500 persons were i 

attendance at the annual Jewis 
Evangelism Clinic sponsored b 
the Miami Baptist Associatioi 
This clinic, held at Central Bap 
tist Church on March 28, bega 
with a dinner meeting at whic 
J. Ray Dobbins, Supt. of Mil 
sions, urged those in attendanc 
to make use of every availabl 
opportunity for winning the mor 
than 100,000 Jews of Miami t 
Christ

During the conferences, whic 
followed the dinner, specific way 
of using the organizations of th 
church in Jewish evangelise 
were pointed out by various as 
sociational leaders. Also servin 
as conference leaders were Mi 
and Mrs. William B. Mitchell o 
the Department of Jewish Evan 
gelism, Baptist Home Missioi 
Board. At the conclusion of th 
conferences, Mitchell pointed ou 
the fact that the Convention i 
looking to Miami to set the pac, 
in winning the 5,500,000 Jews o 
America and indicated some o 
the ways this may be done.

The Clinic was brought to ; 
close by Don Brandeis, a con 
verted Jew and outstandini 
young Baptist evangelist whos< 
headquarters are in the Firs 
Baptist Church, Tallahassee. Hi 
message was preceded by a soli 
by Mrs. Max Cohn, whose hus 
band is also a Hebrew Christiar 
and pastor of the Emmanuel Bap 
tist Church, Miami. Morris El 
liott, Director of Jewish Work foi 
the Association, was responsiblt 
for the Clinic, which was plan 
ned under the direction of the 
Associational Jewish Committee 
John Buell, chairman.

in 1952. During this time sht 
taught in various Baptist schools 
and directed a kindergarten. Sht 
was also acting director of s 
school for the blind.

A native of Ivey, Ga., she at­
tended Georgia State College foi 
Women, Milledgeville, the Uni­
versity of Louisville (Ky.), the 
University of Georgia, Athens, 
and received the bachelor of arts 
degree from Howard College, 
Birmingham, Ala. She did furth­
er study at Woman’s Missionary 
Union Training School (now 
Carver School of Missions and So­
cial Work), Louisville, and the 
University of Alabama.

Before her appointment by the 
Foreign Mission Board in 1913 
Mrs. Williams was a teacher in 
the Georgia public schools and 
principal of a Baptist school for 
Spanish-speaking people in Tam­
pa, Fla.

In addition to her husband, she 
is survived by three children.

Black Mountain, N. C. big country 
style, 6 bedroom, sleep 15 to 20, 2 
baths, cooking facilities. Furnished except 
towels. $7.00 per person per conference. 
Reservations taken now. 1950 5. W. 27 
Ave,, Miami, Fla.



 









FBC Graceville, FL Pastors List 

 

1896  J. W. Johnson 

1897  J.T. Register 

1898  S.W. Lack 

1899  N.A. 

1900  W.H. McIntosh 

1901  J.J. White 

1902  N.A. 

1903-1907  J.J. White 

1908  C.L. Matthews 

1909  D.C. Bard 

1910  N.A. 

1911  J.W. White 

1912-1916 N.A.   

1917  J.H. Gunter 

1918  N.A. 

1919  C.A. Cozart 

1920  N.A. 

1921  B.C. Glaize 

1922  W.L. Spears 

1923-1932  J.W. White 

1933-1935 F.L.Dykes 

1936-1937 N.A. 

1938-1939 H.E. Ridenour 

1940  Koy Peterson 

1941  N.A. 

1942  Ernest R. Vincett 

1943  N.A. 

1944  A. B. Higdon 

1945-1946 H. Clyde Harless 

1947-1953 R.W. Waterman  

1954  J.D. Freeman 

1955-1965 Berger E. Howard 

1966-1974 J. R. (Joseph) Nanney, Jr. 

1975-1980 J. David Carter 

1981  Jerry Lee(interim) 

1982-1991 Jerry M. Windsor 

1992-1993 George Anderson 

1994-1998 Ron M. Perry 

1999  Mark Rathel 

2000  Kenneth Harrison 

2001-2005 Bob Johnson 

2006  Mark Long (interim) 

2007  Wiley W. Richards (interim) 

2008-2018 Timothy A. Folds  

Present  Naethan Hendrix 

Penny



 

 


