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Sparks, Stephen Edgar (1894-1966) was born in Ellijay, Georgia the son of Allan and Cordelia
Maines Sparks. He served as pastor of East Palatka First Baptist Church.



The New River Baptist Association lovingly dedicates the
minutes of the 94th annual session to the memory of Reverend
Stephen Edgar Sparks, and to those who survive him.

Reverend Sparks was born in Ellijay, Georgia on June 2,
1894, the son of the late Allan and Cordelia Maines Sparks. He
was a member of the Madison Street Baptist Church and the
New River Baptist Association.

Reverend Sparks served as pastor of a number of churches
in the area and was for nine years the moderator of the Asso-
ciation. He was a dedicated man of God, a fine Christian, and
a loyal supporter of his church and the denomination. Under
his leadership the churches went forward, and as far as the
writer can determine, all of the churches of the association
were unanimous in their support of the Southern Baptist Con-
vention, & victory not easy to come by.

To this fine Christian gentleman, wa the New River Bap-
tist Association, dedicate the minutes of this session, October
10 & 11, 1966.
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This, That and the Other

Whipple Accepts Pastorate
First Church, Okeechobee

Richard E

Whipple, pastor
of the Lake View
Church, Miami
for the past 13%4
years, has accept-
ed the p

Rawls Becomes Interim
Pastor at Lake View

J. Elwood Rawls, director of
promotion and education, Miami
' has

Floridians on Faculty for
Recreation Conferences

Baptist  Asx P
the call as interim of Lake
View Church, Miami. This church
will participate in the Sunday
School ign of

of the First

Church, Okeecho-
bee.
Whip-
ple’'s ministry at Lake View the

membership grew from less than
100 10 1.150. Over 1.000 people
accepted Christ and were baptized
into the fellowship of the church
Thirteen men. including three of
his own brothers, surrendered their
lives to the Gospel ministry. Four
buildings were built and three and
one-halfl acres of pur-
chased for future growth Big
Pine Mission in the Florida keys
was This year the church
adopted a $71.000 budget, usi
the Forward Proeram of
Finance for the fifth time
Whipple is a graduate of Stetson

the Miami Association this fall.

First Church, Sanford Calls L
. s youth, Pyburn will serve at
Minister of Music - Youth  crest a5 a Bible study leader for
o Erroll Simmons Youth. Mrs. Pylant will lead work-
assumed duties as hop sessions on choral speaking
minister of music and storytelling at both assemblies.
and youth at First During sessions for adults, these
Church, Sanford Pew horizons in church recreation
July 3. He comes Will be discussed: senior adults, day
to Sanford from ping,  family and
Heights Church, : A
Pensacola, where  For reservations, write: E. A
he served in a -Herron, , G

similar  capacity
the past three and one-half years.
Simmons is a native of Louisi-
ana. He attended Southeastern
Coll and

University and Y
He recently graduated in the first
class of The Clinical Pastoral Train-
ing course at the Miami Baptist
Hospital. He has been active in
associational work in the Miami
arca

Mrs. Whipple is the former Miss
Annette Chester of Jacksonville
They have four children.

Morris Accepts Pastorate

Merlin Morris, recently called to
be pastor of Shady Grove Church,
south of Grand Ridge. will be
ordained to the Gospel ministry
August 21, by Friendship Church,
Bon Secour, Ala.

Morris is a student at Baptist
Bible Institute, and will move to
the pastor’s home August 30.

“Miss Staffer” at Glorieta

1 A lege
from William Carey College in Hat-
tiesburg, Miss. He also attended
New Orleans Seminary. In 1963 he
completed the residence require-
ments for Master of Church Music
degree, and accepted the call from
Pensacola. In May, 1966 he com-
pleted his thesis and received this
degree from New Orleans Semi-
aary

He was active in Pensacola Bay
associational work, serving two
vears as music director

Mrs. Simmons is the former
Mary Ishee of Laurel, Miss. They
have two children.

Secretaries’ Institute
Attracts 2 from Florida

That unsung heroine, the church
secretary, had her day (or week)
in L lle, K ky this sum-

Becky Roberts, ghter of Col.
and Mrs. W. W. Roberts, First
Church, Tallahassee, was clected
“Miss Staffer™ for the first six-week

ida Baptist churches were on the
wene.

Office workers from eleven states
met at the Southern Baptist Theol-
ogical Seminary July 11-15 for the
seventh annual Institute for Church

and Denominational Secretaries.

Those from Florida were: Mrs.
Marjorie Gery of Clavary Church,
Clearwater; and Mrs. Robert Tea-
gle, Avondale Church, Jacksonville.

Despite a sultry 100-degree heat
wave which had Louisvillians wilt-
ing, the secretaries remained cool:
:y—'lhﬁu.mllouyh
s

(and airconditioned) women's

Edwards Resigns Forest
City to Al Seminary
Arthur B. Edwards has resigned

as pastor of Forest City Church,
Forest City, effective August 8, 10
complete his studies at Stetson Uni-
versity, and enroll in the New Or-
leans Seminary in the fall

W. H. Baker Joins Staff ot
Webster Avenue, Lokelond

W. H. Baker
recently joined
the stafl of Web-
ster Avenue
Church, Lakeland
as minister of mu-

Called to Leonia Church,
Ordained for Service
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