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Sparkman, W. Carey (1891-1983) was born in Wauchula, Florida the son of Thomas Jefterson
and Susan Elizabeth Futch Sparkman. He graduated from Mercer University. He founded
and served as pastor of both Southside Baptist Church, Manatee and Immanuel Baptist
Church, Fort Lauderdale. Sparkman and his wife, Eula Howell Sparkman married in
1928 and they had three children.



(mmanuel Baptist Church https://www.floridamemory.com/items/show/247225

Immanuel Baptist Church
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On many of the scans, text appears to bleed through from the reverse page as survey
workers often used recycled paper printed on one side with unrelated material. Users
should be aware that the bleed-through is not a missing page.

IMMANUEL BAPTIST CHURCH, Jan. 8, 1939--, Fort Lauderdale, Brevard County.

Constituted Jan. 8, 1939. Services held one time in American Legion Hall, S.E. 1st

St., then Labor Hall, 211 E. Broward Blvd., until present Woman@s Club, gray,
rectangular, stucco building erected. First services Feb. 11, 1940. Present

mem ip—27--Active organization, Sunday School. First settled and only pastor,
Re{ W.C. Sparkman, January 1939--, 120 S.E. 5th Court, Fort Lauderdale; Mercer
University, WMacon, Ga.

a— e

(MINUTES), Jan. 15, 1939--, 1 vol. loose leaf. Showing records of church
conferences, reports, membership roll, baptisms, deaths, receipts and disbursements.
Custody of clerk and historian, Mr. & Mrs. B.H. Blosch, 237 S.W. 7th Ave., Fort
Lauderdale.

(SUNDAY SCHOOL RECORDS), January 1939--, 1 File Box. Showing attendance,
members, teachers. Custody of pastor, Rev. W.C. Sparkman, see supra.
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Rev. W. C. Sparkman, pastor of the Manatee church bas
an interesting career. We have no disposition to write his
graphy nor his obitwary. He is still a young man and msy the
day be long deferred- However, he has been pmchin‘ ten yeass,
has preached 1,423 sermons, conducted 59 funerals, married 54
couples and baptized 449 people. mumm-em

for five years.
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Here s a Iriterml letter from Brother C. A. Hardy of Ft.
Lauderdale. He sends along a year's subscription and tells us
that be greatly enjoys reading the paper, that be finds a greht
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:‘twudaughters Mrs En!d Casey‘

| o Pt Laider-
‘| dale, Fla.

Funeral services will be held
|Tuesday at 11 am. at Toale
Bros. Downlown Chapel, 40 N.

Drange Ave Sarasota, with!

Sauth':ide Baphsl Churr:h Furt
Lauderdale, officiating. Visita-
tion will be Monday from 2 to
4 and 7 to 9 p.m,
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The Congregation Comes First
He Follows Sports
And The Ministry

By GAIL SCOTT
(Religion Editor)

The Rev. W. C. Sparkman
‘‘came here 32 years ago to
die and never got around to
"

It's that attitude toward life
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there has been a great deal of
change in the pastor’s role
since he entered the ministry.

“Everybody went to church
because there wasn't anything
else to do,” he said to explain
the large attendance in the
early 1900s,

_optImMcandtakini:'hings “The people who go now go mmmmm
as they come—that has €0 popce fhey want to,” he I wrong i thinking there
deared Mr. Sparkman to the ,4ded. ought to be a time when you
congregations he has served  «when I began, about the can get away from these (so-
for 60 years, cial) problems, as important
Mr. $parkman said he as they are, and commune
didn't plan to be a minister [\ with yoursell and God
before First Baptist Church of | .. lﬁmﬁf
Lakeland ordained him in tions have been concerned
1910, but he just fell into it.

Born in 1891 in Wauchula,
Mr. Sparkman is one of few
native Floridians around from
that date. His father was a |
Baptist preacher and a trustee
of Stetson University from its

organization until his death.
His sister, Mrs. Lulu §;

church is a
member of the Southern Bap-
tist Convention, which is not

Fort Lauderdale News
Sat, Jan 17, 1970 -Page 23

AND MRS.
« + + today, people go to church because they want to

. AENENREEN AN ENRRRRRE
affiliated with the NCC.

“Most Souern Bapusts 8 1TUths for Today
emphasize the spiritual side of by R. W] Cunningham
life,” he said,

“But while I'm staunch in
my convictions, I believe we |
have to look with an open
mind,” he said. “We've got to
learn a lot more.”

That thought for the future
from a minister who's been
learning the ropes for 60 years
::d}nstill feels he has more to

MEET OUR
KEW PASTOR

We want yau to meet our new
culm?
 in Cadiz, ml

man Terry, :pmt wyem in :

Rrazil ae
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I I TRICAARL AN | mm;nmnu i asket:
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Mr. Sparkman, who dislikes
the title “reverend," was
president of the student body
at Mercer University, from
which he graduated in 1913,
As a minister in Manatee
(now Bradenton), he met Eula |—
Howell, who was to become

Mrs. Sparkman]

“We knew each other for
seven years before we were
married In 1928, Mrs, Spark-
man said, She was a high
school sophomore when they
met, and it took a few years
to get her ready for marriage.

Now pastor of Southside
Baptist Church, 720 SW
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Fourth Ave., Ft. Lauderdale, |
Mr, Sparkman feels that “the

church ought to give le
nnmethlng} they cnn'tpeﬁnd

He Imgun Immmuel gmt ‘
Church when he came here

and moved to start Southside |
several years later,

Southside Baptist Church
has a present meémbership of

110, including eleven of its ||

charter members. X8
“If 1 were a younger man, [
wouldn't mind having a larger
church,” said Mr. Sparkman
who says that his church

keeps him wvery busy. He |

vserved as president of the

Greater Ft. Lauderdale Minis- |
terial Assn. in the late 1940s ||

and helped o~ganize the Gulf-
stream Baptist Assn. in 1049,

U ma ta all tha haslbabhkall

“I go to all the basketball
and football nmu." said Mr,
Sparkman to ﬂpllln why he
is one of two le ever to

receive honorary ‘'Flying L's"
from the athletic teams at Ft.

up his ministry |
mumﬂIMMI
who can sit and do pothing. "

But the minister added that | N
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graduation he became
and basketball coach i
his
time
And

Fort Lauderdale News
Sat, Mar 05, 1960 Page 4
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MANATEE CHURCH’S PROGRESS
|SPLENDID UNDER

SPARKMAN

The Bradenton Herald
Tue, Dec 13, 1927 -Page 7

In 1909 fifteen men and wo-
men formed the First Baptist
church of Manatee, Most of
these came from the Braden-
ton church. Of these fifteen
six are still members of the
church. The stone building
now used for Sunday school
purposes was already under
construction, Dr, A, J. Beck
was the first pastor. Others
who followed him were: H.
Grimwoed, A, P Pugh, J. T.
Jenner and J. Mann, The
growth was slow at first but

substantial foundations were
laid,
In 1922 W T SparKman]

the present pastor, was called-
During these fives vears the
membership has been  muti-
plied by four, In the last three
years the church has reported
a total of 174 baptism, or an

average of 58 a vear. The Sun-
day schol enrollment is five
times what it was five years
ago,

During the present pastor-
ate the church has bough ad-
ditiona] lots which give it an
entire block at the most ad-
vantageous location in the
city, A fine six room pastor-
ium has been built, When the
stone building was outgrown
two years ago the church erect-
¢d for temporary purposes the
present tabernacle which seats
100, Plans have heen drawn
for a new church, building
which will be erected when fi-
nancial conditions permit,

Pastor Sparkman is a grad-
uate of Mercer university, and
has been in the ministry for
ten vears. Much of his time
hefore coming to Manatee was
spent in evangelistic work.




