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Sparkman, T. J. (1842-1916) served as a private in the Confederate Army. In 1880 Sparkman 

organized the first Sunday School of Hopewell Baptist Church, Plant City. He was the 

founder of First Baptist Church, Brandon, 1889 and served as pastor of Nocatee 

Baptist Church, 1890-1893, First Baptist Church, Wauchula, 1898-1899, Oak Grove 

Baptist Church, Wauchula, 1900, Spring Head Baptist Church, Plant City 1906-07, 

First Baptist Church, Sarasota, First Baptist Church, Punta Gorda and other churches in 

the Peace River Association.  
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were settlements prior to that time, 
but after the railroad was built they 
began to grow and prosper. More 
about them will be given later.

There were few schools in what is 
now Hardee county as late as 1895. 
In that year we find, by reference to 
records now in the office of the super­
intendent of public instruction of De­
Soto county, that a number of new 
schools were established by order of 
the school board.

An entry in the records dated June 
4, 1895, shows the following new 
schools established:

Brushy Creek, located in section 15, 
township 34, range 24. W. P. Pitch 
was named supervisor.

Popash, with W. J. Jackson 'as 
supervisor.

Wauchula, with D. M. Cason as 
supervisor.

Florence, on Payne’s Creek, wuth J. 
B. Sauls as supervisor.

The board ordered that schools may 
begin any time agreed upon by the pa­
trons after July 1st.

T. J. Sparkman, long prominent as 
a school official and minister, was 
superintendent of instruction at that 
time.

A new school wras established at the 
northeast quarter of section 7, town­
ship 33, range 24. John Bostick was 
supervisor. This was known as the 
Enterprise school.

On August 6, 1895, the following 
resolution was introduced into the 
minutes of the school board:

“Resolved, that it is the policy and 
purpose of the board to aid as far as 
possible in the building and fumish- 

to time as the finances will permit till 
all are helped who need it,

“For this purpose the following ap­
propriations are made:

"Oak Grove school building, $100,
"Enterprise, $80,00.
“Spring Hili, $30.00.”
On November 5, 1895, permission 

was granted to move Harmony school 
for the present year to the south side 
of Charlie Apopka creek.

C. J. Carlton was teacher of the 
school at that time, and his salary 
was $50.00 a month. He had an as­
sistant who was paid the salary of 
$25.00 per month. The name of this 
assistant is not mentioned in the min­
utes. He perhaps had not been select­
ed at that time.

The following other well-known citi­
zens taught at schools as follows:

S. W, Conroy at Scott’s school; 
Henry Smith at Lemon Grove; J. H. 
Brown at Enterprise; J. J. Parrish at 
Spring Hill; Joe Crews at Oak Grove; 
R. 1). Moore as principal and Helen 
Carlton as assistant at Wauchula.

The board met on September 2, 1895, 
and selected the following grading 
committee for September examina­
tions; R. D. Moore, C. J. Carlton and 
George W. Harp, The board appro­
priated $100 to the Wauchula school 
on the following day, September 3, 
1895.

On October 8, 1895, N. M. Bryan 
was appointed supervisor at Bowling 
Green.

On January 2, 1896, Lemon Grove 
school was moved to its present loca­
tion, being moved a mile and a quar-
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The Florida Southern Railway was 
built through Wauchula in the spring 
of 1886, and immediately thereafter 
the tide of new settlers became swoll­
en.

An interesting account of the town 
in its infancy is given in a Tampa 
paper dated September 19, 1888. The 
clipping reads as follows:

“This village is a regular station on 
the Florida Southern Railway in De­
Soto county, at a point 51 miles north 
of Punta Gerda and 25 miles south of 
Bartow. It has five general merchan­
dise stores, one drug store, a post off­
ice, and one excellent shoemaker, with 
shop in operation. It has a most ad­
mirably managed hotel, a first-class 
physician, a depot under the control 
of an agent who keeps freight, passen­
ger and telegraphic departments in 
excellent order.

“The Missionary Baptists and 
Methodists have organised churches. 
The Sunday schools have about 100 
regular Etchol.jjrs enrolled, and meet 
every-Sundhy.'

“Th^.1public school numbers 120 
seho|dt^y under Rev. T. J. Sparkman, 
principal, and Miss Mary A. Payne, 
assistant, each of whom is highly es­
teemed here. There is also a prosper­
ous Masonic lodge here.

“Rich lands arc in great abundance 
on the east and west of town, inter­
spersed with orange groves so numer­
ous and well-developed as to consti- 
tute'feei^ief basis for wealth, present 
and prospective.

“Wauchula furnishes a vast amount 
of railway timbers, such as crossties 
and pilings. The only water power 
O'rift-f- mil? in Rrmf-.h Vlnvirln ic lAr>nf-nrl 

business here several years, and an­
other near at hand.

“The Scott Phosphate Works, now 
in successful operation, gives employ­
ment to many hands, distributes thou­
sands of dollars, and will long con­
tinue so to do.

“Nathan Cochran, merchant recent­
ly displayed a bunch of sugar cane 
from one planted stalk, having thirty- 
six stalks, averaging seven feet each 
in height, and matured."

The telegraph and freight agent 
spoken of above was Mr. A. G. Smith, 
who came here in the fall of 1886 as 
freight and express agent and tele­
graph operator.

The water mill spoken of was about 
two miles south of the present town­
site, on the creek near the Scott grove. 
It was operated by Mr. Will Bostick.

Nathan Cochran spoken of above, 
was the father of the first merchant 
in Wauchula. Mr. J. N. Cochran, son 
of Nathan A. Cochran, came here to , 
sell goods for his father in the spring 
of 1886. The senior Mr. Cochran was 
then postmaster at Medulla, near 
Lakeland. The goods were kept in a 
small shack located about where Pal­
metto street and Fifth avenue inter­
sect. The elder Mr. Cochran joined his 
son here in the fall of 1886.

The first church established in this 
section was located at Fort Hartsuff, 
southwest of the present townsite. It 
was a log structure and was used by 
both Baptists and Methodists. Rev. 
Sam Carson, on the Methodist circuit, 
was the first pastor. Rev. Sellers was 
the senior pastor. Rev. T. J, Sparkman 
was the first Baptist preacher to oc- 
cutjv the nulnit in Wauchula.
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school in Wauchula, along tin out 1884 
or 1885. The building was of logs and 
was west of the present townsite.

Wauchula’s first postmaster was Mr. 
U. O. McConnell, w’ho kept the office in 
a little building at the northeast cor­
ner of Main street and Fifth avenue, 
or where the main road crossed the 
railroad at that time.

The first hotel to be operated here 
was the Bel-Air hotel, opened in 1891 
by Mr, A. C, Clavel, and it was located 
nearly opposite and a little northwest 
of the depot.

In September, 1895, the first black­
smith shop in Wauchula was opened. 
It w'as located at the corner of what 
is now’ Main street and Sixth avenue, 
where the Royal Theater now stands. 
The shop was opened by E, C, Sten- 
strom, who with R, C, Clarke, one­
time mayor organized the Wauchula 
Telephone Company here on February 
5, 1905.

Hundreds of people came to Wau­
chula between the years 1886 and 1906. 
The new country was just then being 
opened up, land was cheap and produc­
tive, opportunities were unlimited.

Among those who came here dur­
ing that decade are some of the most 
substantial citizens of the county to­
day. They had a most active part in 
building the community and county, 
and their names brighten the pages of 
Hardee county’s history like glowing 
candles on a dark night. They worked 
hard, made little but saved some of 
that, and were ever ready to put forth 
their best efforts toward building a 
better town and community. They 
were energetic, progressive, likeable. 
It is chiefly through the efforts of 
tliriSA parlv ninnswi nnri +Pip snpnm.
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an extent the country they helped 
Mild.

Early in March, 1901 Wauchula’s 
first newspaper was established, the 
first issue being1 printed March 15, 
1901. This paper was The Florida Ad­
vocate, with George M. Goolsby as 
editor and publisher. For twenty-four 
years Mr. Goolsby was on the job day 
and night for Wauchula and this sec­
tion. A constant booster, energetic, 
resourceful, original, unique, he left 
a record in Hardee county’s history 
that time can only make brighter. 
Until his death in May, 1925, George 
M. Goolsby was continually on the fir­
ing line, working for what he believed 
to be the best interests of Wauchula 
and this community and section.

Never was a movement started that 
was just and worthy but what he 
threw’ his whole. efforts into it and 
helped put it across. Always on the 
alert for anything that would benefit 
the community, lie was none the less 
constantly on guard against what was 
hurtful, degrading.

His death was cause for universal 
sorrow in the community and through­
out South Florida, and so great was 
his influence that it was suggested the 
county be named after him, but he 
modestly declined that honor and sug­
gested that it be called something else.

The newspaper which he founded has 
become an institution, mainly through 
his efforts and those of his wife, wTho 
has managed the business since his 
death.

The following notice of incorpora­
tion was printed in the fall of 1902:

Notice op Incorporation
Rv 55 n f/hni’l+.V TTii e*-£5 rl in o n r-u-vv-. >v> {1-+- Zk
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THE WOMAN WHO GOT LEFT.

V,.’/ /.J. HA Tharp. ' ' , '■ '

T. J. SPARKMAN, Lakeland, 
Pastor at Wauchula.

:---------- y---- ---------- —---
women were dutiful housekeepers, and yet in 
each case one was a sinner, doomed to eternal 
death,' while the other was a saint, destined for 
C-V/trlastinr life. We see it the c->^ne fod-iv
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