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Southerland, James E. (1915-2002) was born in Wauchula, Florida the son of Fred and Clara 

Louise Warlick Southerland. Southerland was converted at age ten, and baptized into 

the membership of First Baptist Church in Wauchula in 1925. He was ordained at 

Wauchula in 1938. He married Mabel Arthur of Orlando, and they had three children. 

Southerland attended Stetson University (B.A.), The Southern Baptist Theological 

Seminary (Th.M.), and New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary (Th.D.). He served as pastor 

of First Baptist Church, Titusville; Avondale Baptist Church in Jacksonville, First Baptist 

Church, Oxford, Mississippi, and Heritage Baptist Church of Dothan, Alabama. Southerland was 

a chaplain in the United States Army Air Corps in World War II. He served as registrar at New 

Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary, and interim and supply pastor in many churches. 

Southerland served as President of Baptist Bible Institute for 20 years (1957-1977) and held the 

title of President Emeritus at the time of his death in 2002. 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 



 


