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Smitty, W. H. was ordained by McGregor Baptist Church, 1962.
He served as pastor of First Baptist Church, Marco Island and Eastside Baptist Church,
LaBelle.


Penny
He served as pastor of First Baptist Church, Marco Island and Eastside Baptist Church, LaBelle.


History of First Baptist Church of Marco Island

FBC Marco began in tha aarly 1960's in the small fishing village of Goodland. The first sarvice was

heid on September 13, 1964 under the direction of Pastor Dale Vessel. The small congregation of 25
worked and gave toward the church's first sanctuary, located on Mango Avenue. This small chapel was
opened on March 13, 1966.

Various pastors and interim ministers served the congregation as the Marco Island area want through
phases wi dacline. The mid-70's were & difficuit ara for the church, and under the direction
of Rev” W .H. Smitty, §he congregastion datermined a need to move onto Marco lsland propar, In order
to medthg.growimgneads of what was quickly becoming a ratiremaent and resort community.

In January of 1976, the congregation began holding services at Tommie Barfield Elementary School on
the Island, until such a time as thair own facility could be built, Land for the church was donated by the
Island’s developer, Deltona Corporation. Late in 1976, the church bagan selling bonds, raising funds,

ln Saptambar of 1979, Jack Hughen became the church s full-tinv@ pastar, and remained n that role
for 20 yemars,
By 1980, both the sanctuary and tha education bullding had baen completed, and a daytime child ¢are

centar was begun with the mission of providing quality care for Marco kids and equipping them with the
basic Bible knowledge necessary for a spintualiy-successful life,

In the early B0's the church ¢continugd to wark on landscaping and general set-up, and aiso was host to
Marco laland Chnistian Schools, offering Marco students pre-school, middie school, and high school
classas.

First Baptist of Marco !siand, throughout the 1980's and 1990's, was the church home to many families

and the day cara faciity for many children As a member of the Florida Baptist Convention, the church
al50 was active (0N QIviNg resourcas, prayer, ‘:lnd help to other churchas and missionanes worldwide.

To meat the nsing demand for increased Learning Center and Sunday school space, the church bullt a
arge aadition for that purpose which opened in 2000. Under the dirsction of judy Eilliott and other
wAglmae chid care center staff, the First Bapt:st Learming Center Decame the Isiand's largert chud care

faciity.

In the Spring of 2003, Pastor Timathy Neptune answered the Cali t0 1688 FBC Marco 1o the next phase
of it ridsion, to Strategically IMpact Marco 131and ang the surrounding areas by tra,ning leaders,
/Mmpiementing a vision of future-oriented growth, and centenng the church on the practical application
of Gogd's wWord

FBC Marco has undergore many changes since that warm Septempber ddy In 1964, but ane thing
remans constant. 3 commpement 1o Predch, teach, and live the message of the Bidig « the foundation
of any God-honoring church ang the hope of all peopie
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