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Smitty, W. H. was ordained by McGregor Baptist Church, 1962.   
 

Penny
He served as pastor of First Baptist Church, Marco Island and Eastside Baptist Church, LaBelle.



History of First Baptist Church of Marco Island

I* BC Marco began In the early 1960’s In the small fishing village of Goodland. The first service was 

held on September 13, 1964 under the direction of Pastor Dale Vessel. The small congregation of 25 
worked and gave toward the church’s first sanctuary, located on Mango Avenue. This small chapel was 
opened on March 13, 1966

Various pastors and interim ministers served the congregation as the Marco Island area went through 
ph a s e spA-gfow t decline. The mid-70's were a difficult era for the church, and under the direction
of Re/w .H. Smitty, Jhe congregation determined a need to move onto Marco Island proper, In order 
to metMtULflcowiRg^nesdi of what was quickly becoming a retirement and resort community.

In January of 1976, the congregation began holding services at Tommie Barfield Elementary School on 
the Island, until such a time as their own facility could be built. Land ror the church was donated by the 
Island's developer, Deltona Corporation. Late in 1976, the church began selling bonds, raising funds,

In Saptombar of 1979, Jack Hughen became the church s full-time pastor, and remained in that rois

foi 20 years.
By 1980, both the sanctuary and the education building had been completed, and a daytime child care 
center was begun with the mission of providing quality care for Marco kids and equipping them with the 
basic Bible knowledge necessary for a spintuaily-tuccessful life.

In the early SO'S the church continued to work on landscaping and general set-up, and also was host to 
Marco Island Christian Schools, offenng Marco students pre-school, middle school, and high school 
classes.
First Baptist of Marco Island, throughout the 1980'4 and 1990's, was the church home to many families 
and the day care facility for many children As a member of the Florida Baptist Convention, the church 
also was active in giving resources, prayer, ,and help to other churches and missionaries worldwide.

To meet the rising demand for increased learning Center and Sunday school space, the church built a 
large addition for that purpose which opened in 2000. under the direction of Judy Elliott and other 
ipngeme chad care center staff, me r.rst Baptist .ear-mog Center Decamq the Is-anfls largest cnup care 
facility.

In the Spmg of 2003. Pastor Timothy Neptune answered the civ to i«ad FBC Marco to the nest phase 

of its m.ssion, to strategically impact Marco Island anq the surrounding areas by cra.mng leaders, 
-mpiement.ng a vision of future-oriented growth, and centenng the church on the practical application 
of God's word
FBC Marco has undergone many changes since that warm Septemoer day in 1964, but one thing 
remaps constant, a commitment to preach, teach, and live the message of the B<bie •• the foundation 
o* any God-honoring cnurcn ano the hope of all peopie

Ba lx to the Too..



 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 


