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Smith, Virgil T. was an evangelist known for his speaking ability and noted to be the youngest 

World War I soldier to serve in the regular Army. He served as pastor of Norwood 

Baptist Church, Jacksonville, Dundee Baptist Church, First Baptist Church, Sopchoppy, 

1944; First Baptist Church, Bronson, 1946-1947, and First Baptist Church, Linden, 

1956-1957. Records indicate Virgil Smith served as pastor of Mt. Elon Baptist Church, 

1944 and First Baptist Church, Chiefland. Also Virgil O. Smith as pastor of Hatch Bend 

Baptist Church, 1959. (possibly the same person) 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 



 

 



 

 
 

 

 



 

 



History 

Established in 1885, the First Baptist Church of Bronson, Florida has faithfully served the 

Bronson community for over one hundred and thirty-four years. 

Pastors     *Interim Pastor 

• Z A Crumpton – 1897-1906 

• J H Richardson – 1907 

• C J Bruner – 1921-1922 

Church was inactive from 1937-1934) 

• Eugene T Vining – 1934-1935 

• Ray W Walden – 1935-1942 

• U W Rollins. – 1944-March 1946 

• Virgil T Smith – April 1946-April 1947 

• Marcus D Drake – September 1947-April 1948 

• George T Evans – July 1948-July 1949 

• G B VanAllen – November 1950-September 1952 

• George W Dunn – September 1952-February 1957 

• Harold L Brown – May 1957-November 1959 

• Harold H Johnson – February 1960-December 1962 

• James H Paddock* – February 1963-April 1963 

• R G Key – April 1963-August 1965 

• John Stewart – November 1965-September 1966 

• Harold Mitchell* – February 1967-March 1967 

• Harold Johnson – March 1967-January 1973 

• Jimmy W Rogers – June 1973-June 1977 

• Joe Hudson – December 1977-May 1980 

• Earl Lookabill* – June 1980-August 1980 

• A Larry Finley – September 1980-July 1982 

• David O Goss – October 1982-August 1984 

• James Shelton* – September 1984-May 1985 

• Gary Wiggins – June 1985-January 1989 

• Gene Coons* – January 1989-February 1989 

• Mark Conrad – June 1989-January 1998 

• Ray Scott* – March 1998-June 1998 

• Steven C Garnett – June 1998-October 2008 

• Troy Turner – October 2008-May 2013 

• Fritz Fountain* – May 2013-June 2014 

• Jeff Buchanan – June 2014-December 2018 

• Fritz Fountain* – January 2019-July 2019 

• Pete Pharis – July 2019 – Present    
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appointed to select and secure a lot on which to build a church here at Linden. And at 
this same meeting the Clerk was instructed to inform the Church Clerk at Webster 
Baptist Church of those who had united with this Church and request that their 
names be removed from the Webster roll.
These two events being recorded as taking place at the same time leads us to 

believe that worship under the historic oak was not long continued-that the church 
dream became a church reality.
There is nothing in the records to show how the first church was financed or built; 

but knowing the limited resources of the early founders, we are led to surmise that 
the timber was doubtlessly owned by the small membership and that the work of 
sawing and building was of their own hands.
On two occasions, during the mid and late thirities.the doors of this church were 

closed-perhaps broughtabout by the "Depression” but this did not long continue. 
Reverend Freer graciously offered his services for whatever donation of farm 
produce the membership could give.
A.C. Parrish and E. Balck represented this church at the Associational meeting. We 

are not certain of the date they served, but the fact we were affiliated is substantiated 
by the following exerptfrom theminutes of the Alachua Association for the year 1894: 
"Elected N.A. Bailey as delgate to the Southern Baptist Convention and D.B. 
Farmer as Alternate.” So we can see as far back as the records go this church has 
been working with the Southern Baptist Convention.

Our records are not as inclusive and detailed as we could wish them to be, but these 
are a few of the significant events that have been recorded. The first communion 
service was held, the first revival was conducted, and the first recorded instance of a 
“paid minister.” The record states that the Church agreed to pay a yearly salary of 
$60.00.
The first Sunday School was organized April 10, 1900, with G.W. Gideons as 

Superintendent. On May 19, 1900, a be.il was purchased for the Church, which is 
enshrined in the belfry of our present building.
It was not until August 17, 1913, that we find any mention of the Church Building 

having been painted.
Many ministers have given of their all--since Reverend Parrish’s beginning in May 

of ’94 down to Reverend Bohner of 1975. According to our records, these are the 
perrons who have given so much for so little material returns:

Rev. A.C. Parrish ................................................................. May 1894 to October 1895
Rev. G.A. Bryant.........................................................December 1895 to October 1900
Rev. S.C. Sloan............................................................October 1900 to September 1901
Rev. G.A. Bryant................................................... September 1901 to September 1902
Rev. J. W. Gideons...........................................................October 1902 to August 1904
Rev. J.W. Tucker.................................................. September 1904 to September 1907
Rev. D.T. McLeod............................................................October 1907 to January 1909
Rev. W.D. Entzminger.............................................February 1909 to September 1911
Rev. O.N. Williams......................  October 1911 to January 1913
Rev. W.D. Levy.......................................................................... February 1913 to 1916
Rev. E.L. Gillintine......................................................................................1920 to 1922
Rev. G.A. Martin........................................................................................1923 to 1925
Rev. R. Strickland........................................................................................1925 to 1927
Rev. Simmons Wade.................................................................................. 1927 to 1931
Rev. Stapleton..............................................................................................1931 to 1932
Rev. Aldrick................................................................................................. 1932 to 1933
Rev. Ed. Bryant ......................................................................................... 1933 to 1934

Student pastors from Stetson University filled the pulpit for a period of time. Then 
the Church doors were closed until 1937.

Rev. G.A. Martin 1937 to 1938
The Church doors closed for nearly a year. 
Rev. E.M. Freer..........................................
Rev. R. Strickland........................................
Rev. D.E. Pait..............................................
Rev.Donald Martin......................................
Rev. C.A. Crosby........................................
Rev. Wallace Bierer....................................
Rev. J.P. Kessler........................................
Rev. C.A.Crosby................................ .........
Rev. W. Carroll Townsend...........................
Rev. Virgil T. Smith....................................
Rev. Jack Harris..........................................
Rev. Gene Shultz (supply pastor) 
Rev. L.J. Coker...........................
Rev. L.O. Calhoun.......................
Rev. O.M. Sweat.........................
Rev. C.A. Crosby.......................
Rev. O.M. Sweat.........................
Rev. Glen Brooks.........................
Rev. P.M. Shipman.....................
Rev. James Presly.......................
Rev. Thomas N. Channell ......
(Interium pastor)

..................................... 1940 to 1943 

..................................... 1945 to 1946 

..................................... 1946 to 1947 

..................................... 1947 to 1948 
.......................... 1948 to April 1950 
......... August 1950 to October 1950 
..........November 1950 to May 1952 
........... May 1952 to February 1955 
September 1955 to September 1956 
........September 1956 to June 1957 
....................July 1957 to June 1959

....... June 1960 to September 1961
......... November 1961 to May 1962
......... July 1962 to November 1965 

. .February 1966 to November 1968 

....... January 1969 to October 1969 
................March 1970 to July 1970 

. .. September 1970 to August 1971 
September 1971 to December 1973 
,. .. February 1974 to January’ 1975

These God-called men served well in the First Baptist Church of Linden and I do not 
question but that the community was better because of each of them having come 
this way.
Four of these men were called a second time as pastor at this church. They were: 

Rev. G.A. Bryant 1895 to 1900 and 1901 to 1902 
Rev.C.A. Martin 1923 to 1925 and 1937 to 1938 
Rev. R. Strickland 1925 to 1927 and 1943 to 1944
Rev. O.M. Sweat 1962 to 1965 and January to October 1969

Rev. C.A. Crosby was called three times as pastor:
1948 to 1950, 1952 to 1955, and 1966 to 1968
Rev. C.A. Crosby, was a member of our church, Dec. 4, 1970, when he went home 

to meet his Saviour, whom he served faithfully for many years.
The idea, of a new church building was born with the damage done by the hurricane 

of 1950. The building was so badly damaged that it was deemed unwise to try to 
repair it. The great question of how to finance a building such as we needed and 
hoped for during times of such extreme inflation preyed upon the minds and spiritual 
beings of our membership. The inflation of 1950 has grown to such size and effect 
now that we are not just sure that inflation adequately describes the condition of 
1950. But faith in God prevailed and the membership worked, gave God’s tithe and 
their gifts, and God blessed their efforts.

So the church elected a Building Committee and March 9, 1950 to devise ways and 
means to raise funds for a new building. Thus the plans for our new building came 
into being and began to materialize into actuality. This, our church, has been 
financed by church members giving-giving until it hurt. The rest came from the 
inexhaustible riches of Divine Providence. And great is our appreciation of all of 
those whose names fill the long list of givers.

Those who thought not of themselves but our church, our community, have helped 
to build this noble edifice. On November 9, 1952 a dedication service was held in 
honor of finishing our building.
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Hatch Bend Baptist Church Pastors

1862 - D.F. Ward
1892 - Peter McCallister
1893-L.R. Thomas
1901 - C.F. Holmes
1902-G.w. Martin
1903 - L.R. Thomas
1907- T.1. Sims
1908-L.R. Thomas
1909 - W.B. Liston
1914-W.H. Holmes
1916-W.Y. Everton
1917-W.B. Liston
1919- T.1. Sims
1921 - Henry Holmes
1922-R.E Parnell
1923-C.F. Holmes
1926 - W.B. Liston
1928 - C.F. Holmes
1930-H. A. Jordan
1931- E.H. Fletcher
1932 - Oscar Thomas
1933 - J.A. Watts
1937 - W.B. Liston
1938 - L.G. Hemmingway
1939 - A.M. Parker
1942 - Julian L. Dyess
1943 - John Dicks
1946 - J.B. Benniefield

1947 - R.w. Henry
1949 - John Dicks
1950 - Thomas Goodman
1951- A.M. Parker
1956 - Glen Sumner
1957 - Dan Booth
1958 - kenneth Minton<
1959 - Virgil O. Smith
1960 - Billy Bryant
1961- Roscoe Hurst
1963 - Joe Day
1966 - c.L. Clements
1974 - E. Woodrow Crews
1975 - Crews & Poitevint
1976 - Cecil E. Poitevint
1982 - Eugene Polk
1984 - Sterling Branch
1985 - Bobby Bryan
1988 - Cecil E. Poitevint
1988 - David H. Cunningham
1994 - T. Dean Reule
1997 - W.H. Futch
2002 - Randy Waters
2004 - George Dunn
2008 - Paul Coleman
2010 - Hugh Dampier
2011 - Brett Patterson

Committee Members

Donald Hurst, Honorary Chairman

Jimmy Ray Hill

Anita Hurst Riels

Emily Smoak

Janis Earl Owen

Arlene Huffstuttler

Brett Patterson

Emma Sims Moore

0100l Broadmon 0'ud'I Suppies ~. TN..
P*1ted FIthe USA.

CHURCH SUPPLIES Scripture from HCSBC
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Penny



J.B. Langston 1890-4 yrs.
S.J. Revell 1893-1 yrs.
J.B. Langston 1894-6 months
J.P. Roberts 1894-2 1/2 years
(page left blank to memory as he passed away 1897)
S.J. Revell 1897-4 1/2 yrs
L.A. Roberts 1903-7 yrs.
J.E. Clements 1910-6 months
Alexander Cox 1911-6 months
S.J. Revell 1911-1 yr.
James Holland 1912-2 yrs.
J.E. Clements 1914- 2 yrs.
Alexander Cox 1916- 1 yr.
Obie N. Revell 1917-21 yrs.
W.I. Davis ]938-4 yrs.
Homer Dugger 1942-2 yrs.
Virgil Smith 1944-1 yr.
C.lI. Johnson 1945-2 yrs.
J.E. Pelham 1947-1 yr.
John Perry 1948-2 yrs.
Truman Gray 1950-13 yrs.
Bill Flury 1963-4 yrs.
Howard Pickels 1967 -4 yrs.
Gordon Adank 1972-4 yrs.
Henry Jones 1976-3 yrs.
Harold Crosson 1979-3 yrs.
Lee Outlaw 1982- 1 yr.
Doug Graham 1983-4 yrs.
George Clark 1988-2 yrs.
David Carraway 1990-1 yr.
Wayne Sumner 1991- 1993
Guest speakers 1994
Carl Powell 1995-

David Carraway was the longest serving interim
Pastor. Our present Pastor. the Reverend Carl Powell is
the thirtieth individual to serve as Pastor of Mt, Elan
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Church.
There have been many good church members. who

have served in many capacities and given so much to
Mt. Elon Church. but there are two who stand out
above all -- Quintus and Eunice Kyle. Quintus served
faithfully as Sunday School Superintendent for fifty-
lwo years and as a deacon for about forty-one years
and as a trustee for thirty-two years. He also helped
Eunice to organize Mt. Elon's first BYPU(Baptist Young
Peoples Union) now known as Discipleship Training .
Eunice also taught Sunday School for many years and
organized and started our first Vacation Bible School.

Another one, who was a leader and a comfort to
everyone. was Mrs. Willie Esther Langston (Miss Willie
as she was known to all). Her son. Reddick. is follow-
ing in her footsteps. Reddick has so many responsibil-
ities, it is difficult to single out any given one. He has
been the choir leader, a Sunday School teacher, a
member of several committees and a Deacon.

Together, they have been the backbone of the
church for years. The Church has many functions. It
has a recreational center (the old building) for social
and fellowship groups, an active Sunday School pro-
gram and Wednesday Night Prayer Services. There a~e
many special occasions, but none more so than the bi-
annual Homecoming day, which is on the Fourth
Sunday in October every two years.

Visitors are always welcome.
I ani indebted to Pam Langston for her assistance in

writing this history .•••
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