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Smith, Virgil T. was an evangelist known for his speaking ability and noted to be the youngest
World War I soldier to serve in the regular Army. He served as pastor of Norwood
Baptist Church, Jacksonville, Dundee Baptist Church, First Baptist Church, Sopchoppy,
1944; First Baptist Church, Bronson, 1946-1947, and First Baptist Church, Linden,
1956-1957. Records indicate Virgil Smith served as pastor of Mt. Elon Baptist Church,
1944 and First Baptist Church, Chiefland. Also Virgil O. Smith as pastor of Hatch Bend
Baptist Church, 1959. (possibly the same person)



The Florida Times-Union
Sun, Oct 25, 1936 -Page 18

< | > 1 0f 149 matches

Evangelist to L__ _é;lgPlisl Wﬂ.ﬁﬂm;
Begin Series Will Ac

On |
Calvary Baptist Services Willam A. M
Open Today.

the Co-Ed Clas
morning In thi
Christlan Chure
Theq Rev, Virgil T, 8mith, jevange!. his subject, “O
1ot whH—ssenpweaioa pacioal sort 008 Play."

at 11 & M. today in the Calvary Bap- Mr MecRae ha
tist Church, the [Re¥] Claude Bridgea, Jacksonville fro
pastor, announced last night, He al-

#o will apeak at 3 P M In the homa

of the pastor, 1850 Liherty B8Street, |

studied at Oxfo
lar. He toured

and nagain at T30 P M In the

chureh

tensively during
of the universi
Mr. McRae wi|
The E&d. Mr Bmith] who came to slons of the pa
Jacksonville from 1linnis, wherse hae personally witn
has bheen conducting tent meelinga be (llustra d w
this SB8ummer, will continue the re- The plays whi
vival services at 7:30 P. M each night Jeet of his add
throughout the week
Will Ob
Hearing Week
g & reading of Kij
The Rev. evangel- | SWAND Davis, wl

tenth vear., Th
Oberammergau,

. | BRev. Virgil T Smith|
Pl’elldenl Rm“valt Lll.ldl ist, will open a revival meeting at 11 program, will pt
Others taking

16233,
. . A. M today Iin Calvary Baptist
Motwe Béﬂﬂd Plln- Chureh, will he Jimmy

I

services will be
Adella Forbes,
anled at the |
Stuhbs,

Miss FEdwina

Another feat)
e — . = | schoolmato: of

The Florida Times-Union
Sat, Oct 01, 1949 -Page 16

| Norwood to C hange !" y

Time for Services

Starting times of Sunday evening In
services at the Norwood Baptist @
Church will be changed effective
tomorrow, the Rev Virgll T Smithl
pastor, has announced

New tmes of services are ‘he

I'rrnlmng Union at 615 P M and

The Florida Times-Union
Tue, Mar 08, 1949 -Page 8

- S—

the worship serviceat T30 P M



The Herald
Tue, Oct 04, 1938 -Page 5

PLAN REVIVAL ~ _
AT W. WHITE

-~

C ®m& Vi@ SmiEE of Ander-
son, Baptist evangelist, will con-
duct a revival at White Street
Baptist church in Rock Hill be-
ginning Sunday morning, Rey] H
C. Martin, pastor, announced to-

]

s day

5 The meeting will continue for
. 10 days or two weeks with nightly

services starting at 7:30 o'clock
Revl Mr. Bmith] a young man,
i= highly recommended by many

l; Baptist leaders and pastors of this =
i and other states

|, He gives his full time to the |
_ leconducting of revivals

y Music will be furnished for the

" revival by the church choir un-

K der direction of Gillam Lowry

(Rock Hill, South Carolina)




The Index-Journal
Tue, Jul 05, 1938 -Page &

 THE INDEXJOURNAL, CREENWOOD, 8. €. 1

[

lSenuOfRemal
Tuesday night, July 5, will mark

| services to be condycted in Green-

B .

R - P .

which Is to be carried on at a tent
on Cirove street. The services will be |
ly at 8 o'clock, and are expected to
nmunlmtmntlnunﬂe
in not only Greenwood but also,

L

idmuch. As a result, he has galned
wide experience In his chosen fleld
.c-f endeavor. He bears the distine-
iltion of being the youngest member
(lof the A E. F. during the Would |
NiWar, and with thousands of other
Americans boys shouldersd a rifle
,land went to the battlefields of Eur-
llope, He still considers himself a
soldier, he declares, and I waging »
war against sin. Athelsm and eo:n-
munism he also considers dangerou:
and fights these relent-

1—1,. .
Evangelist Smith, a member of the
Baptist denomination. is well known
iuwn-huu the Pledmont section of

I
!
I
|
|

Begin By Th Rev. Virgil Smith

| the opening &f a series of revival |

ood by the Rev. Virgll T SBmith| |

' Bouth Carolina. Within the past few

' other lowns in this area as well as
 Gecrgia. In addition, he has cove

L] »

.,_..
i &

REV. VIRGIL T saliil.

years he has conducted numerous
tevivals at Anderson, Spartanburg,
Belton. Honea Path, Westminister,
Iva, Liberty, Central, and wvarious

FEE v WS

<

ered Lhe entire nation in preaching '
the gespel, including Atlanta, Hous- |~

ton, Fort Worth, Birmingham, Jack<

sonville and Mobile,

1
Everybedy is cordially invited ]




The Kalamazoo Gazette
Sat, Jun 03, 1944 -Page 2




Ea
st |
'ﬂ.
11
od
1e
n..
LS
=
c.
-
.-l
A
111
b-

n-|

A=
M=
e
nl
re
I§=

e
c-
5.
of
e
h

id

s>

| Guire,

The Florida Times-Union
Sat, Mar 08, 1952 -Page 12

Rev. Lmd Mrs. McKinley
- Feted at Norwoed Church

Seventh Avenue Baptist Church.
Mrs. McKinley Is the former Miss
Betty Thomas, daughter oY Mrs
Leila Thomas of Jacksonville and
the late N. A. Thomas.
The Mr. McKinley, a gradu-

Theological Seminary, Fort Worth,
Tex., 13 now pastor of the Norwood

Virgil T. Smith who has assumed
ministerial duties of the Dundee
Baptist Church,

Among the speakers included on
the program were Dr. John Me-
executive secretary and
treasurer of the Florida Baptist
Convention; Dr. Homer Lindsay,
pastor, First Baptist Church; Dr.
G. O, Lantz, pastor, Norwood Pres.
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Cooking Is Fun |

By CECILY BROWNSTONE ﬁ

SUNDAY DINNER ’“;

Fruit Cup pa)

Chicken Pie with Peas and Carrots p,

Gireen Salad Bowl Crusty Rolls o

‘Praline Cookles Beverage o

- Praline Cookles 3
Ingredients: 2-3 cup sweetened

L



History

Established in 1885, the First Baptist Church of Bronson, Florida has faithfully served the
Bronson community for over one hundred and thirty-four years.

Pastors *Interim Pastor

e Z A Crumpton — 1897-1906
e JH Richardson — 1907
e CJBruner—-1921-1922

Church was inactive from 1937-1934)

Eugene T Vining — 1934-1935

Ray W Walden — 1935-1942

U W Rollins. — 1944-March 1946

Virgil T Smith — April 1946-April 1947

Marcus D Drake — September 1947-April 1948
George T Evans — July 1948-July 1949

G B VanAllen — November 1950-September 1952
George W Dunn — September 1952-February 1957
Harold L Brown — May 1957-November 1959
Harold H Johnson — February 1960-December 1962
James H Paddock* — February 1963-April 1963
R G Key — April 1963-August 1965

John Stewart — November 1965-September 1966
Harold Mitchell* — February 1967-March 1967
Harold Johnson — March 1967-January 1973
Jimmy W Rogers — June 1973-June 1977

Joe Hudson — December 1977-May 1980

Earl Lookabill* — June 1980-August 1980

A Larry Finley — September 1980-July 1982
David O Goss — October 1982-August 1984
James Shelton* — September 1984-May 1985
Gary Wiggins — June 1985-January 1989

Gene Coons* — January 1989-February 1989
Mark Conrad — June 1989-January 1998

Ray Scott* — March 1998-June 1998

Steven C Garnett — June 1998-October 2008
Troy Turner — October 2008-May 2013

Fritz Fountain®* — May 2013-June 2014

Jeff Buchanan — June 2014-December 2018
Fritz Fountain®* — January 2019-July 2019

Pete Pharis — July 2019 — Present
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FBC, Linden (Alachua) 1975

appointed to select and secure a lot on which to build a church here at Linden. And at
this same meeting the Clerk was instructed to inform the Church Clerk at Webster
Baptist Church of those who had united with this Church and request that their
names be removed from the Webster roll.

These two events being recorded as taking place at the same time leads us to
believe that worship under the historic oak was not long continued--that the church
dream became a church reality.

There is nothing in the records to show how the first church was financed or built;
but knowing the limited resources of the eatly founders, we are led to surmise that
the timber was doubtlessly owned by the small membership and that the work of
sawing and building was of their own hands,

On two occasions, during the mid and late thirities,the doors of this church were
closed--perhaps broughtabout by the “‘Depresston’” but this did not Jong continue.
Reverend Freer graciously offered his services for whatever donation of farm
produce the membership could give.

A.C. Parrish and E. Balck represented this church at the Associationai meeting. We
are not certain of the date they served, but the fact we were affiliated is substantiated
by the following exerptfrom theminutes of the Alachua Association for the year 1894:
"Elected N.A. Bailey as delgate to the Southern Baptist Convention and D.B.
Farmer as Alternate.”” So we can see as far back as the records go this church has
been working with the Southern Baptist Convention,

Our records are not as inclusive and detailed as we could wish them: to be, but these
arc a few of the significant events that have been recorded. The first communion
service was held, the first revival was conducted, and the first recorded instance of a
*“paild minister.”’ The record statcs thal the Church agreed to pay a yearly salary of
$60.00.

The first Sunday Schocl was organized April 10, 1900, with G.W. Gidcons as
Superintendent. On May 19, (900, a bell was putrchased for the Church, which is
enshrined in the belfry of our present building.

It was not until August 17, 1913, that we find any mention of the Church Building
having been painted.

Many ministers have given of their all--since Reverend Parrish’s beginning in May
of "94 downto Reverend Bohner of 1975. According to our records, these are the
persone who have given so much for so litfle material returns:

Rev. ALC. Parrish oo May 1894 to October 1895
Rev.G.A. Bryant . ...... ... ... i, Deccmber 1895 to October 1900
Rev. S.C. Sloan........ ..ot October 1900 to September 1901
Rev.G.A.Bryant..............ooinnan, September 1901 to September 1902
Rev. JW. Gideons ... .ooovivii i e October 1902 to August 1904
Rev. JW.Tucker ......... ... ... ... September 1904 to September 1907
Rev. D.T.Mcleod....... ... i October 1907 to January 1909
Rev. W.D. Entzminger ..... ... ... oiei.., February 1909 to September 1911
Rev. O.N. Williams . ............... ... ... October 1911 to January 1913
Rev. Wl Levy ..o e February 1913 to 1916
Rev. E.L. Gillintine. . .... .o i e 1920 to 1922
Rev. GLA. Martin . ... .. e 1923 to 1925
Rev.R. Strickland . .. ... .. o 1925 to 1927
Rev. SimmonsWade ....... .. ... o i i 1927 to 1931
Rev, Stapleton. ..., ... i 1931 10 1932
Rev. Aldrick. .. ... 1932 t0 1933
Rev. Ed. Bryant ... i i e e 1933 to 1934

Student pastors from Stetson Universily filfed the pulpit for a period of time, Then
the Church doors were closed until 1937,
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Rev. GLA. Martil ... vt it it e 1937 to 1938
The Church doors closed for nearly a year.

Rev. E.M. Freer oo i e 1940 to 1943
Rev. B.Strickland . .. .o oot i e 1945 to 1946
Rev. DLE. Palt .. i i e e 1946 to 1947
Rev.Donald Martin. ... ... i i e 1947 to 1948
Rev. CLA. Crosby ..ot 1948 to April 1950
Rev. Wallace Blerer . ..o iviiiiie e e August 1950 to Octaber 1950
Rev.J.P.Kessler ... oiiiii i iiiiciinaaes November 1950 to May 1952
Rev. C.A.Crosby ....... .o P May 1952 to February 1955
Rev. W. Carroli Townsend.................... September 1955 to September 1956
Rev. Virgil T.Smith . ......... ... ... il September 1956 te June 1957
Rev.JackHarrls ... ..o i i i e e July 1957 to June 1959
Rev. Gene Shultz (supply pastor)

Rev.L.J.Coker ... ... i, June 1960 to September 1961
Rev.L.O.Calhoun........ ..o ivi i November 1961 to May 1962
Rev.O.M.Sweat ... .. .. i i e July 1962 to November 1965
Rev. C.A . Croshy ... i February 1966 to November 1968
Rev. O.M. Sweat. ... o it January 1969 to October 1969
Rev.Glen Brooks ... .o i March 1970 to July 1970
Rev. P.M. Shipman...... ... ..o September 1970 to August 1971
Rev. JamesPresly ........ . oo, September 1971 to December 1973
Rev. Thomas N, Channell ... ....... ... ... .. ... .. February 1974 to January 1975

(Interium pastor)

These God-called men served well in the Fiest Baptist Church of Linden and I do not
question but that the commuuity was belter because of cach of them having come
this way.

Four o); these men were called a second tinie as pastor at this church. They were:
Rev. G.A. Bryant 1895 to 1900 and 1901 to 1902
Rev.C.A. Martin 1923 to 1925 and 1937 to 1938
Rev. R. Strickland {925 to 1927 and 1943 to 1944
Rev. 0.M. Sweat 1962 to 1965 and January to October 1969

Rev. C.A. Crosby was called three times as pastor:

1948 to 1950, 1952 to 1955, and 1966 to 1968

Rev. C.A. Crosby, was a member of our church, Dec. 4, 1970, when he went honie
to meet bis Saviour, whom he served faithfully for many years.

The idea. of a new church building was born with the damage done by the hurricane
of 1950. The building was so badly damaged that it was decmed unwise to try to
repalr it. The great question of how to finance a building such as we needed and
hoped for during times of such extreme inflation preyed upon the minds and spiritual
beings of our membership. The inflation of 1950 has grown to such size and effect
now that we are not just sure that inflation adequately describes the condition of
1950. Bat faith in God prevailed and the membership worked, gave God's tithe and
their gitts, and God blessed their efforts.

So the church clected a Building Committee and March 9, 1950 ta devise ways and
mieans (o raise [unds for a new building. Thus the plans for our new building came
into being and began {o materialize into actuality. This, our church, has been
finunced by church members giving--giving until it huct. The rest came from the
inexhaustible riches of Divine Providence. And greal is our appreciation of all of
those whose names fill the fong list of givers.

Those who thought not of themselves but our chutch, our community, have heiped
to build this noble edifice. On November 9, 1952 a dedication service was held in
honor of finishing our building.

39
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HISTORY OF THE FIRST BAPIIST CHURCH OF SOPCHOPPY

" This Church became the Mt. Beasor Missionary
fRaptist Church in 1873 wben 80 members withdrew f[rom
; ‘the Mt. Beasor Primitive Church  which was
'figonstituted in 1853. The first church building was
iferected on a site in West Sopchoppy in 1873 and
{remained there until 1906 when Mr. John C. Hodge
gave a lot in the present City of Sopchoppy and a
pecond church building was constructed. The site
'vas moved to the present City of Sopchoppy because
of a shift in the communtiy growth. The building
Jerected in 1906 remained until the pbresent building
|vas constructed in 1967. The church went by the
pame of Mt. Beasor Baptist Church until 1942 when it
vas changed to the First Baptist Church of
prchoppy. In 1964, the first gifts were made to a
ilding fund for the present church building on
g this third site. In 1965, the church voted to build,
‘dand on December 17, 1967, the first service were
iv 1d in the new building. However, Sunday School
|
{

#and Church Training were not held in the new
. fuilding until Febrvary 11, 1968, when every part of

{ the building was completed. Th=2 present building

M= dedlcated .on, February 25, 1968. The new
{ucational wing was completed the first part of
982 and was dedicated on March 21, 1982.

PASTORS WHO SERVED AT SOPCHOPPY FIRST
Approximately 1900 - 1983

Rev. Levis Roberts { Mr. Johnnie Roberts Uncle)
Rev. Steve Revell

Rev. Judah 1921-1923.
Rev. O. N. Revell(son of Rev. Steve Revell 1924-1927
Rev. G. E. Holified 1927-1928
Rev. Frank Bancroft 1928
Rev. 0. N. Revell (Former Pastor) 1929-1934
Rev. L. E. Goodgame 1935-1936
Rev. A. V. Pickern 1937-1938
Rev. 0. N. Revell (Former Pastor) 1938-1942
1942-1943

(Rev. virgil T. Smith)) 1944
1945-1946

Rev. John E. Pelham, Sr. 1947
Rev. Ralph Rittenhouse, Sr. 1948-1953
Rev. Truett Smith 1954

Rev. DeWitt Cox 1955-Sept . 1957
Rev. Homer Duggar (Former Pastor) Oct.1957-Oct. 1960
Rev. Ted Rodda 1960-1962
Rev. 0. G. Hall Feb. 1963-Sept. 1969
Rev. Glenn Lawhon June 1970-Aug. 1977
Rev. D. 0. Goss March 1978-Oct. 1982
Rev. Harold J. Crosson (interim) Nov. 1982-Apr. 1983
Rev. Darrel Smith May 1983-June 1986
Rev. Henry Jones April 1987-Present

— P —








Penny


Mt.Elon (Florida)


Penny
Mt.Elon (Florida)

Penny


