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Smith, T. E. served as pastor of First Baptist Church, Groveland.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



and parsonage were built. The church building was 
dedicated to our Lord on September 28, 1924.

At that time we had a church membership of 117; 
average attendance in Sunday School of 105; and av­
erage attendance in B.Y.P.U. of 30.

The Church Officers were: 
Deacons: Deaconesses:
Mr. John T. Stevenson Mrs. B. F. Hawkins 
Mr. J.S. Arnold Mrs. J. Ray Arnold
Mr. W. A. Lyon Mrs. W. A. Lyon
Dr. T. G. McFadden-
Mr. A. M. Davis

Trustees:
Mr. D. W. Woodard
Mr. B. F. Hawkins
Mr. J. E. Plowden
Mr. J. Ray Arnold 
Mr. R. L. Arnold 
Dr. W. G. DeVane

Clerk: Mr. W. A. Lyon
Treasurer: Mrs. S. T. Register 
Financial Secretary: Mr. H. A. Newell 
Organist: Mrs. W. A. Lyon
S.S. Superintendent: Mr. W. A. Lyon

Reverend Walter J. Meade resigned August 1, 
1925, and the church called his brofher Mr. William 
Meade. He served two years and resigned to go 
into evangelistic work with his brothers.

Reverend T. E. Smith—was our fifth pastor and 
served a little over one year.

Reverend W. S. Brandon accepted a call on May 27, 
1928, to be our sixth pastor.

Our seventh pastor was Reverend Alfred Link who 
was with us about a year when he became seriously 
ill and was taken to the Orange GeneralHospital and 
passed away shortly.

Reverend Harold Link succeeded his brother Al­
fred to become our eighth pastor. Reverend Harold 
Link served as pastor for nearly four years when
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in August, 1934, he suffered a nervous breakdown 
and was forced to give up his work, resigning Octo­
ber 17, 1934. 6

Reverend Ralph Madden accepted a call to the 
church November 25, 1934, and served two years.

Dr. W. A. Hamlett of Zephyrhills accepted a call 
to become our tenth pastor. Dr. Hamlett served 
four years and left to accept a call from the First 
Baptist Church of Tavares.

Reverend V. J. McCauley was our pastor from 
February 7, 1941, until August 9, 1941.

On March 2, 1941, our church building was par­
tially destroyed by fire and during the time the 
building was being repaired services were held in 
the school auditorium.

Reverend B. C. McWhorter of Unadilla, Georgia, 
accepted a call to our church on December 1, 1941. 
Reverend McWhorter served until December 20, 
1942, resigning to become a chaplain in the United 
States Army.

Reverend E. S. Andrews accepted a call to become 
our thirteenth pastor on March 14, 1943, serving only 
a few weeks due to serious eye trouble.

Reverend Hugh F. Pyle came to this church as 
pastor on the first of October, 1943, and served until 
November, 1946.

Rev. W. F. West, Jr., succeeded Rev. Pyle and 
served until October 12, 1949.

Rev. E. C. Cowan served as our pastor from 
November, 1949, until February, 1954, when he 
retired.

Rev. Quinn A. Cooper, accepted a call to our 
Church in February, 1954, and did great things for 
the church and led us to enlarge our church pro­
gram. The Educational Building was erected and 
air conditioning was placed in the church auditor­
ium. The church auditorium was completely redone 
and rugs were bought for the floors. The yards 
were landscaped and underground sprinklers were 
installed. Rev. Cooper resigned November, 1956, to 
accept Sunset Heights Baptist Church in Hialeah, 
Florida.
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