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Smith, Marie Claire Bates (b. 1918; d. 1996) was a registered nurse who became a missions’ 

volunteer in the last 20 years other life that earned her the honorary title of “Mrs. 

Baptist.” A native of Reading Berks, Pennsylvania, Marie graduated from high school, 

and subsequently moved by 1935 to Seminole County, Florida, where she completed her 

nursing training. Marie Bates’ first career as a registered nurse began in 1940 when she 

went to work at the Leesburg Regional Medical Center serving until she retired in 1980. 

She met her future husband (m. 1941) Earl Smith (b. 1916; d. 1969) who served in the U.S. Air 

Force. The couple had two sons and two daughters. Her husband Earl died prematurely in 1969. 

Marie Smith’s second career as a Baptist volunteer nurse began in 1980 and initially continued 

for the next 11 years as summer camp nurse at Lake Yale Baptist Assembly.  

Mrs. Smith’s interest in volunteer missions resulted in her being appointed as the Lake County 

Baptist Association’s special ministries director. Her first major volunteer ministry service was in 

the Cutler Ridge area of South Florida, following the 1992 Hurricane Andrew disaster. There she 

worked for five weeks using her nursing skills ministering to residents. Mrs. Smith also served as 

the Missions Service Corps (MSC) consultant for Seminole, Halifax and Lake Baptist 

associations. In July 1993, Marie Smith was named “Volunteer of the Year” by the then called 

Home Mission Board (now the North American Mission Board) of the Southern Baptist 

Convention. 

Over the years, Marie Smith still found time to teach English as a second language to migrants in 

her church, play the piano for worship services, volunteer at summer Vacation Bible School and 

instruct an adult women’s Sunday school class for several years at the Haines Creek Baptist 

Church in Leesburg. 

 















 
LEGACY, as the monthly newsletter of the Florida Baptist Historical 

Society, has as its mission to highlight the legacy forged by the people and 
events in Florida Baptist history.  During 2026, the LEGACY monthly 

issues will feature brief personal profiles of those men and women whom 
we call: 

“Florida Baptists’ Heroes of the Faith.” 
 
The featured Heroes of the Faith for May are Henry M. King, and Marie C. Smith. 
 

H. M. King 
Henry Monroe King (b. 1839; d. 1917) was born in Ralls County, Missouri.  He 
committed his life to mission work and over 35-years in the preaching ministry in 
Missouri, Kentucky, Texas and Florida.  
 
He attended Shelbyville Seminary at Shelbyville, Missouri, and later, as was the practice 
of the time, he studied under the tutelage of a minister, which happened to be a 
Presbyterian minister.  He was ordained to the ministry in 1858 in Taneyville, Missouri. 
 
He married Frances "Fannie" Martha Moredock in 1861.  They had six children in 11 
years. 
 

King labored in the ministry in Missouri, Kentucky, and 
Texas before moving to Gainesville, Florida around 1900.  
King, who moved to Florida due to his health, had a particularly 
meaningful influence upon the evangelistic endeavors of Florida 
Baptist churches.  King was the first pastor of the Ancient City 
Baptist Church at Saint Augustine.  He also served as pastor at 
Fernandina, Starke, Melrose, Hawthorne, Campville, 
Gainesville, Key West, Palmetto, and Micanopy.  In 1890, 
King served as missionary for the St. Johns River Baptist 
Association.   
 

He helped start Baptist work in Cuba and Mexico through the Home Mission Board.  
While he was pastor at Chapel Hill, Texas, he and another Kentucky pastor began the 
first Home Mission Board work in Mexico.  In 1884-1885, King, along with pastor 
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William F. Wood of First Baptist Church in Key West, Florida, and mission 
volunteer Adela Fales, helped start the Home Board’s missionary outreach  
in Cuba.  King preached the ordination sermon of A. J. Diaz, who became an influential 
Cuban pastor and missionary.  
 
It was also under the preaching of King that Frank Fowler, the first native Floridian 
appointed by the Southern Baptist Convention’s Foreign Mission Board, was converted.  
King also baptized Fowler.  Dr. and Mrs. Fowler and their family served in Argentina 
from 1908 to 1933.   
 
With the help of A. P. Ashurst, James Turner, and C. V. Waugh, Rev. King 
helped established the Florida Baptist Witness in 1883.  He served two years 
(1884, 1885) as vice president and two years (1886 and 1888) as president of the Florida 
Baptist State Convention and chairman of the Board of Trustees at Stetson University. 
 

Marie Bates Smith 
Marie Claire Bates Smith (b. 1918; d. 1996) was a registered nurse who became a 
missions’ volunteer in the last 20 years of her life that earned her the honorary title of 
“Mrs. Baptist.” 
 

Marie Bates was a native of Reading Berks, Pennsylvania, where her 
father Joseph Bates was a coal mining foreman.  After Marie 
graduated from high school, she subsequently moved by 1935 to 
Seminole County, Florida, where she completed her nursing training.  
And then she went to work in a local hospital. 
 
She met her future husband (m. 1941) Earl Smith (b. 1916; d. 1969) 
who served in the U.S. Air Force as a Technical Sergeant from 1940 to 
1960.  The couple had two sons and two daughters.  Her husband Earl 
died prematurely in 1969.  Marie continued working at the Leesburg 
Regional Medical Center until she retired in 1980, completing 40 
years’ service. 

 
Marie Smith’s second career as a Baptist volunteer nurse began in 1980 and 
initially continued for the next 11 years as camp nurse at Lake Yale Baptist 
Assembly.  She primarily tended to the medical needs of hundreds of 
youngsters each summer participating in the Royal Ambassador and 
Acteens camps.   
 
Mrs. Smith’s interest in volunteer missions resulted in her being appointed as the Lake 
County Baptist Association’s special ministries director.  Her first major volunteer 
ministry service was in the Cutler Ridge area of South Florida, following the 1992 
Hurricane Andrew disaster.  There she worked for five weeks using her nursing skills 
ministering to residents. 
 
As special ministries director, Marie directed the twice-yearly visit by the Florida Baptist 
Convention’s mobile medical/dental unit, which provided free dental services to low-
income residents.   
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Mrs. Smith also served as the Missions Service Corps (MSC) consultant for Seminole, 
Halifax and Lake Baptist associations.  Additionally, she served as a MSC volunteer and 
a member of the Southern Baptist Nursing Fellowship. 
 
For several years Marie Smith had a table at the Flea Market in Eustis each 
Thursday, where she would take blood pressure, check hearts and give 
physical and spiritual advice to those who stopped.  Marie also regularly 
attended such events as Bike Week and Spring break in Daytona Beach to 
hand out suntan lotion, give medical advice and share the gospel message of 
Jesus Christ. 
 
In July 1993, Marie Smith was named “Volunteer of the Year” by the then 
called Home Mission Board (now the North American Mission Board) of the Southern 
Baptist Convention.  “I had no idea I would be so honored when there are literally 
hundreds of thousands of Southern Baptist volunteers all over the world,” said Mrs. 
Smith at the time. 
 
Over the years, Marie Smith still found time to teach English as a second 
language to migrants in her church, play the piano for worship services, 
volunteer at summer Vacation Bible School and instruct an adult women’s 
Sunday school class for several years in the Haines Creek Baptist Church in 
Leesburg. 
 
 
[RESOURCES: Florida Baptist Historical Society files; William Cathcart, The Baptist Encyclopedia, Vol. 
I; no author, The Long Road With God. . . A Living History of Ancient City Baptist Church, 1887-1987; 
George C. Osborn. The First Baptist Church, Gainesville, Florida, 1870-1970; Orlando Sentinel, January 
11, 1996; Florida Baptist Witness, January 18, 1996; Ancestry.com.] 
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