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Smith, James served as pastor of Calvary Baptist Church, Daytona Beach (formerly Seabreeze), 

1977.  

 



HISTORY
Calvary Baptist Church
Daytona Beach, Florida

But fortunately in September, 1944 Rev. Norman Bennett, Jr., his wife, 
Ruth, and their 2 daughters came and stayed 24 years! The 2 houses east 
of the church had been acquired so that the one nearest the church 
became the pastorium. Under Rev. Bennett's leadership, an Educational 
Building was built north of the church in 1950, thus giving the 
church's address as 210 N. Peninsula Drive. The land back of the 
church was also purchased up to Hollywood Avenue.

In 1950 Emily Jetter was hired as full-time church secretary—a great 
gain for the church, for this placed its procedure on a business basis.

Following 1968, the pastors were: Rev. Junius Foster, 1968 to 1969;
Rev. Kenneth Thacker, 1969 to 1970; and Dr. John P. Wheeler, 1970 to 1972.

A church bus was purchased in 1972, and a bus ministry was organized.
The inside of the sanctuary was panelled; and a prayer garden was planted 
in memory of Mr. and tyrs. E. V. Dickman. In 1973 a pulpit stand was 
given by Emma Mellinger in memory of Bertwell and Mary White.

Rev. Carl Marshall was pastor from 1973 to 1977. The car parking lot was 
paved in 1974. The piano and organ were placed on the same level and 
enclosed with panelling. Rqd carpeting replaced the old. A pastorium 
at 2618 S. Peninsula Drive was bought in 1976.

"Over 60" Arts and Crafts Club became well attended each Wednesday 
morning, not only by our members but others; Associate Pastor Rick Morrell 
brought nursing home people and led the devotions. Lunch was Served 
for a nominal fee.

Following 1977, the pastors were: Rev. James Smith, 9 months in 1977;
Rev. Northrup Hood, 1978; Rev. John DuR’H’fiTC,—IuLUlThi Pastor, 1979;
Rev. Johnny Johnson, 1980 to 1982; Rev. Ken Beacher, 1982 to 1983; and 
Rev, David Laughner, October, 1983 to March, 1986.

In November, 1985 a van was purchased for the transportation of senior 
citizens and others. Beige cushions were custom-made for our pews in 
memory of Ruby Benson. Green carpeting replaced the red. A money 
bequest from William T. Porter was gratefully received in 1985. In 1986 
the house next to the church was loaned to the Halifax Baptist Association 
for the use of Resort Missionaries and is known as "Harmony House".

Dr. Earl Joiner became Interim Pastor in June, 1986.
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