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Smith, J. B. (1926-1992) was born in Manatee County, Florida the son of Bennie Henry and 

Margaret Mae Smith. He graduated from Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. Smith 

served as pastor of churches in Kentucky and Florida including Bee Ridge Baptist 

Church, Eastside Baptist Church, Sarasota, Manatee Baptist Church, Braden River 

Baptist Church, Bradenton, 10th Street Baptist Church, Palmetto, Ballast Point Baptist Church, 

Tampa and Gapway Baptist Church. He and his wife, Hazel Lucille Sellars Smith had one 

daughter. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

HISTORY OF TENTH STREET BAPTIST CHURCH

During the Hummer of 1951, First Baptist Church of Palmetto had a religious census. As a result they 
realized that a large group of people in this area would not be reached through the First church. There 
was a need for a mission in the west part of town. A group of faithful mission minder! workers were 
willing to begin the work, even though they realized the task would be great. They started looking for 
an available building and located a building 24 x 30 at the comer of 10th Street and 18th Avenue. 
This building was railed for $30.00 per month with an option to buy after five months. The rent was 
paid by Palmetto First Baptist.

Rev. B.B.Fletcher, Pastor of First Baptist held a revival Nov. 19-24. The attendance was small, but 
twelve members came into the work. Our first Sunday School was held November 25th with 37 
present.

In January 1952, First Baptist Church bought the property which included two lots. They needed 
more space, so 59 feet was added to the north end of the building.

During 1952 Floyd Westbrook did the preaching and during a revival in July led by Rev. James 
Miedenma, there were 34 additions, bringing total members to 67.

In January 1953 the church purchased four more lots on 10th Street. A 40 x 90 education building was 
started. The building was completed by summer and plans for organizing into a church began. The 
mission was constituted into a church on September 29, 1953, known as Tenth Street Baptist Church. 
The membership was 168, with a Sunday School enrollment of 301. In 1954 our S.S. enrollment 
reached 410 - Resident members 181, non-resident 31 for a total of 212. On October 8th, Tenth 
Street was received into the Southwest Florida Baptist Association as a Cooperative Southern Baptist 
Church.

Tenth Street established Ellenton Mission April 8, 1956 and it was constituted into a church in July 
1961.

In May 1960 plans were made for the building of an education building and pastorium. Ground 
breaking took place May 29, 1960 and completed and dedicated on November 13, 1960.

Pastors during the period of 1952 - 1989 were, Rev. Wm. Jacobs, Rev. Thomas Ellington, Rev. Cecil 
Chance, Rev. Ted Francis, Rev. James Browning, Rev.J.B. Smith, Rev. Tony Chastain, Rev. Joseph 
Shafraek, Rev. Henry Pickem and Rev. Virgil Devore. Rev. Dennis Tabor was called November 26, 
1989 as Bi-vocational pastor. After much work and prayer, the church called him full time in January 
1993. Praying for 60 days faithfully, then prayer and bible study for 60 additional days, they then 
prayed for no summer slump. People accepted the challenge and during 1993 the church received 123 
new members with 52 baptisms. In 1994, the church received 104 new members with 49 baptisms.

In these past five years under Pastor Tabors leadership, the church has upgraded all buildings, painted 
all building, new shingles, complete renovation of the auditorium and enlarged the fellowship hall. 
But the greatest work of all is the new converts God has given. In the past 5 years the Lord has added 
262 new members to Tenth Street Baptist Church

We praise God for the great tilings he lias done at Tenth Street Baptist Church.

Penny
Manatee Southern, 1995

Penny



Penny



Penny
March 9, 1967

Penny



 

 
 



 
 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 
 



 

Rev Jennings Bryant Smith 

Birth    25 Jul 1926    Manatee County, Florida, USA 

Death    25 Mar 1992 (aged 65)    Bradenton, Manatee County, Florida, USA 

Burial    Skyway Memorial Gardens    Palmetto, Manatee County, Florida, USA 

 

Bradenton High School graduate, 1944 

Bradenton, FL 

Contributor: Georgia Guercio 

Family Members 

Parents 

    Bennie Henry Smith    1890–1963 

    Margaret Mae Smith    1893–1981 

 

Spouse    Hazel Lucille Sellars Smith    1928–1999 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/99042098/jennings_bryant-smith 

 

 

 

 
 


