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Smith, J. A. served as pastor of Pleasant Hill Baptist Church, Alachua Baptist Association.
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THE HISTORY OF INDIAN HILL BAPTIST CHURCII

About the middle of vhe 1800's a small group ol people lving iu e sparsely
sceltled community of Gum Slough decided they wanted a place of worship, Av this
tme Florida was “'Open Range’ country; stock was free to roan, and people fenced
in what they did mot want trampled, Near Gum Slough there was a sink hote, never
knowit to go dry, where cattleiuen dsove herds to water when water was scaice else-
where, On a hill near this “‘siul hole' the peopie gathered to wosship, Fhe brothesly
love, Christian fellowshipaud neighboily spirit was seenand felt by all as they gather-
ed to build some sost of worship house, Upon designated days, families met to work,
Brush was gathered and havled, and a BRUSH ARBOR was erected, Blocks were cut oflf
logs, hoards were hewn, and thus benchies were wmade,

The people, ., the place., ., bw bo preacher, This was tlie state of affairs {or
some time, They nicr every Sunday, read [rom the Bible, prayed, and sang hymns,
Very few Bibles were among them, aud most of these were well worn with use, The
soug books conrained words, bt no notes; lew were alilke, but wost of them liad the
fawniliar sougs inthem, Many songs were sung iom wemory, **Amazing Grace’, “'How
Finn a Foundarion’?, ‘*Jesus Lover of my Soul', and **Judgewent Day**, The ntecting
days were oues of great fellowships lunch was broughs and the entire day was spent
in worship end visiting,

News traveled slowly inthose days, A few months passcd before a preacher just
showed up one Sunday, Ile accepted the invitation to preach, and alter some visiting
and discussiug, began services, Approximately thirty wiintes was spent in song
sesvice, for about forty mimtes the preacher talked abour imsetf, and then he corm-
plimented the corgregation on their faithfulness and rcally got down to business, He
preaclicd for one aud one-half hows, Luach followedthe seyvice. Then there was wmore
visiting,
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The church tad no denomipational naule, but the men who came preached salvation
by Grace, '*The Church By The Sink” (asit was kuown) continued for goite some time
having no regular minister, but meering for worship every Sunday expeciing God to
send a messenger. ‘The brush arbor began to rot with time and exposure, A *'log roll-
ing"" was announced and neighbors gathercd to participate in the work and fellowship,
Logs were cut and hauled by ox cart, boards were rived with fro and mallet, and the
building slowly rtose, Poles were pegged together for the floor, There was still no
organized church, just people of all denominations meeting for worship, No night
services were held, but the days were filled; sometiines three sermons were preached,
and they were ot short ones,

This building deteriorated as time passed. Now the congregation was almost all
of the Baptist faith, Because the organizationhad been worshiping on public land, they
decided to purchase land before erecting a more permanent building, in seeking a site
the committee was told by James J, Knight that he would donate the property when
they decided exactly where they wanted a building, After much looking and discussing,
the group decided uponahill adjacent tothe only romie between Ocala and Brooisville,
This spot was a favorite camping place for travelers, and already had a cemetary
started .., J.R, Cousar had died while campedbere, and had been buried nearby, The
maine chosen was Indian Hill, for tiis was a well used spot by the Indians during the
Indian War.,

Early in 1892 IndianHill Baptist Cluneh was organized, Three trustees were elected,
and James J. Koight deeded property, and timber to cut for the building, Volunteer
labor erected the house, No record is available concerning a dedication service, but
soute of the pastors were Thurman, Pickelt, Gideous, Haves, Tucker, and ‘Towosend,

An effort W consulidate ludian Hill, Pleasaat 1T, and Waleo credted a confmsion
resuitiiy in Indian i being lnactive [or several years, Rev, TW. L Bryant was able
to re-activate Indian Hill, and becamic the pastor, Much credit must be given hio,

The building was neglected for so fong that intensive vepair was necessary io re-
store U to a useful condidon Once againlic congregation *'rallied round”’ and the
clrch apain had a meeting place, Pastors serving since then have been Barbee, J,H,
Palmer, Clark Segrest, Louis Merritt, and W, 5, Wade (jwesent pastor), The building has
bectr remodeled, and cducational building and a recreational building have been built,
and cemral heating and cooling has been installed.

Buring the titne W,5, Wade has beentpastor, {lliess las made it necessary to have
someone else fill the pulpit ocassionally. These have been Rev, Brown, Rev, Hayes,
Revy, Stewart, Rev, Gresha, and Layman Reid,

Throughott the years wost of the labor on the buildings has been donated, The
peaple were cooperative, and tenly the Lord has been extremely good to Indian Hill
Baprist Chusch,

HISTORY OF PLEASANT HILL BAPTIST CHURCH

Sowetime in the eaily part of 1872, the people in e vieinity of what is now called
Pleasam Mill saw the need of a place of worship, In a tiny log cabin, used as a school
house atd achurchhouse, the meeting wes called to order, William Monden was elect-
cd Moderator, S,W, Grant was elected Clerk, RW, MeClamma, John C, Norman, and
Wiley Thusihan were chosenas Deacons, On Marcli 19, 1872 these three were ardained,
and the organization was named Pleasam Hill Baptist Church, On March 23, 1879 the
following By Laws werc presented by the commirtee, approved by the body, and for
several years were read at every business meeting,
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ARTICLE I - Conference shall be opened with prayer.

ARTICLE II - Ne member shall be guilty of using profane langnage or using strong
drinks to an excess and if lie so does, he shall make acknowledgement to the church,

ARTICLE IIl - There shall be no tattling or backbitting, Any Brother or Sister guilty
of same shall be dealt with,

ARTICLE 1¥ - We as achurchrequest all members fo meet on conlerence day, and
if any meniber misses as oftenas two(2) conferences, he shall make koown his reason
for doing so,

ARTICLE ¥V - No mewmber shall participate in any dancing party in any respect,

ARTICLE VI -~ No member shall be guilty of auy unchristian like sports,

The seventeen {17) Charter Members were: Wiley Thuriman, Lou Thurman, R, W,
McClamima, Mary Ann McClamima, Daniel Nortial, Rachel Norman, Sally Norman, S,
W, Gramnt, Sister S5.A, Fields, Darkess Norman, Florence Christen, J.H, Swarengin,
Elizabeth Swarengin, Flizabeth Glover, William Fields, William Monden,

Sometime in the year 1881, a small wooden building was erected as a house of
worship, and was uscd until 1953, On November 1, 1887, Joseph W, White and his
wife Nancy E Whitc gave a Waranty Deed to one and two-thirds (1 2/3) acres to
Pleasant Hill Baptist Church,

In 1903 Wahco Baptist Church was organized and a great effort was made to con-
solidate Indian Hill nind Pleasant Hill with Wahoo, As a result of this effort both Indian
Hill and Pleasany Hill were ipactive for several years,

In the carly months of 1920, Rev, W,J, Bryaut came into the comimunity and saw
a possibility of reviving these two chwrches, He visited house to house aud was in-
strumlental in both becoming active agains lie preaclied at both churches,

The first Sunday School was crganized in 1822,

On January 10, 19563 L, G, Connell gave a deed to Pleasant Hill Baprist Chueh for
land where the present building stands,

On December 7, 1953 Rev. J, H, Paliner, Pastor, called a special meeting to dis-
cuss building. Those who met recoimmended a block building, With faith in God to pro-
vide, with $60,52 in the treasury, work began, On February 1, 1954 the foundation was
poured, and on Aprii 15, 16, 17 volunieers laid blocks, On June 7 the roof was put on,
Money was borrowed to [urnish the building, and on July 10, 1955 the building was
completed, debt free; July 11, 1955 was Dedication Day,

Work begail onthe Pastorinm inAugust 1959 and was completed in 1960, Additional
Education rooms were added in 1964, Work on a baptistiy was begun in the fall of
1968 and completed in Jamary 1969, Dedication services were held in Februasy, with
five being baplised, InJune 1970 two moie educational vooms were added; a bell tower
was erccied, In May 1972, central heating and cooling was installed,

Through loving cfforis of the people, the building s grown bit by bit; the cost has
been nominal because ‘the people had a mind to work®,

Preachers who have served from 1872 to 1972 are:

Wiley Thunman I.N, Aldrich L.C, Waldern
Daniel Slone G. A, Martin ..+. Barbee
N, A, Harrel G.W. Mayberry Lewis Merritt
W, Young D.F. Berry J. I, DPalmer
J. A, Smith LW, Owens C. W, Sadler
+ .. Lastering Eliner Crews Jack Porce

George Wilson G, A, Dryant C. B, Burns
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C, W, Parrish
W, 0. Hare

.. ..Blizard

H, E, Alderman
W, M, Giddens C,H, Calvin
W,Jf, Bryant B,F, McKinney
R, L, Brown L. L. Milsap
W.S, Wade J.H, DBarnes

David Griner

C. A, Crosby

L, G, Green

Martin Hayes

Cecil A, Rogers

Tommy Bunch

K.B, Forbes {Now serving)

MINUTES OF NORTHSIDE BAPTIST CHURCIT
SERVICE AND HISTORY UP TO OCTOBER 1972

Seventy-nitle persons gathered ai the home of Miss Lois Hancock at 3:00 o’clock
Sunday afternoon, Octobes 16, 1960, 1o witness the organization of the Northside Bapiist
Church, Brooksville, Florida, which plans to locate inthe vicinity of the DaMac Estates
Development,

Field Secretary, Rev, Clyde H, Harless, Ocala, opened the ineeting by requesting
Rev, Harold Harllee, Oxford, to lead in the joyous singing of the Doxology. Rev. C.E
Sinplins, EdenBaptist Church, ledin prayer iuvoking God*s richest hiessings upon this
new church to be, Rev, Gene H, Hitcheock, Wildwood, Moderator of the Alachua As-
sociatiol, conducted a devotioual period based on I Corinthians 13, the great Love
chaprer of the Bible,

Motions were wade and ihen passed that Rev, Tlarless act as temnpory inoderator
and that Rey, Richard Mazance, Masarylaown, act as temporary clerk, Mr, C1, Harper,
Brooksville, made a statement of purpose for this meeting which essentially indicated
the need for expansion and growih, Rev, Gene R, Hitchcock made a moiion to accept
this stateinent of purpose, The council, whiclicousisted of the Baprist ministers pies-
ent (Rev, ClydeHarless, Rev, GeneR, Hitchcock, Rev, Josh Long, Rev, LG, Green, Rev,
Richard F, Mazanec, Rev, Harold Harllee, Rev, C.¥, Siinplins, Rev, ILE, McGraw, Rev,
D.D. Townsend, Rev, Quin Cooper, and Rev. Leroy Cooper) accepted this stateiment of
purpose as being valid reason for proceeding with the organization service,

Alter the reading of the Chusrch Covenant (Rev, Harless) which was later approved,
the group sang the stately hymin: The Clurell’s One Foundation and was led in prayer
hy Rev, Josh Loug, Webster,

The clerk read a list of those filiy-one persons who had requested that they be
given theiv letiers of transler from First Baptist Church, Broolksville to becoie the
charter memtbers ol this new church, :

Alter reading the Articles of Faitll, the members to be voted to accept them as read,
Rev, Harold Harllee then put before the council the motion that this group organize into
a New Testament Churcll, The wotion was passed, It was after this action that Rev,
D.D. Townsend, Bushiell, led in the organizational prayer,

M, C,E Harper inade the tuotion that this group take upon itseld the name of The
Northside Baptist Church, The motion was caried and thus officially accepted, Tle
decision prompted Mrs, LW, Vaughn to read a verse of Seripiure which could well be
taken as a motto: “Beawtiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth, is Mount Zion,
on the sides of the north, the city of the great King,'? (Psalin 48:2)

It was then expressed that this church make known its desire to affitiate with the
Alachua Bapiist Association, Discussion followed,
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