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Smith, G. Reid (1895-1976) was born in Adrian, Georgia. He studied for the ministry under the 

Methodist faith and in !939 was baptized into the Baptist faith. He served as pastor of 

churches in Georgia and Florida including West Little River Baptist Church, Miami. 

Smith and his wife, Maude had one son. 
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W. Little River Baptists 
Constructing New Churchi

i

No. 133 In a Seritt

By JOSEPH FAUS
The beginning of West Little Riv­

er Baptist Church was on Moth­
er's Day in 1928 when Pastor 
Charles R. Lee and a few mem­
bers of Utile River Baptist Church 
went west into an area then called 
"the tropics" to establish another 
preaching station.

The first service was held on the 
porch of the P. * H. Grocery Store 
at NW 22nd Ave. and 82nd St 
Among those who helped in il and 
other services were Mr and Mrs

Whipple, Ute next pastor. The 
Rev. Mr. Whipple served the 
church sacrificially and glorious­
ly until 1944. He inspired the peo­
ple to build.

The Rev. G. Reid Smith became 
the sixth pastor. Two hundred and 
ten feet of land on 79th St were 
bought New members came, mon­
ey was collected or pledged for a 
new church plant. But before work 
could begin the Rev. Mr. Smith 
was called to a church in Geor­
gia.

Native of S. Carolina
The present Pastor, the Rev. J.

Robert Cockrell. came on Jan. 1. 
1948. He is a native of South Caro 
line, a graduate of schools in lhat 
state, and of Wingate College in 
North Carolina, Mercer Universi­
ty in Georgia, and of Eastern Bap­
tist Theological Seminary in Phil­
adelphia. where he received his 
divinity degree. His subsequent 
pastorates in New Jersey and 
Georgia were marked with suc­
cess. For several terms be was 
Associalional Moderator

helpful couple, became members u, arriT11 in
of the Church Mrs. Fisber is yet lhe churlh for hmU

i “Ti active in the work. beautiful CBS pastorium which is” ^*'Srd0,Aver”^d SETs,' From 19X1 *hreu»h 19M valued «* »«.t^taS Wfo£

P«»h>r W. Little River Beptiit

' Luke McClim'Mr. and MrN. L M 
Griffin, Mr. and Mrs. R. E. Lee. 
and Miss Rosalie Muns. AH of - 
these Rood ■'home missionaries" “ 
are yet living.

Other meetings followed in 
home* and in a skating rink: and 
to these came men and women 
and boys and girls who heard the 
KospeJ of Christ for the first lime

Destroyed By Storm
The small but growing band of 

believers raised enough money to w __ ___ _
build a small wooden tabernacle active in the work. beautiful CBS paitarium which is
nt NW Mrrl Avp nnd kHh <il UMWW*a vaiUCQ at I1Z.WQ. in IM 1SSX IOUTsLttiv after regular wrekliwnl W H Sledge W“ pa,tof’ 1Dd hl* he hat I CO med into the 
lESJhidsen,e4 church 11 interims Jhurch 323 new members. 129 of 
ship had been in this structure the many ymet Binc*. 7^ Rev. q tbefe by baptism, making a total 
^"taiMm’e Gord0° Hunter «me •• the third “Ed./ More the* £>,-
the buUdmg ™ demolished. pastor to irai ind continued un- has been contributed to the

Undaunted, the little group of lU 193g. Dark day, of the depr« church during this period. Work 
Baptists put up a tent and con- sion were unable to crush the spir- progressed rapidly on the auditor-
tinued preaching the gospel. Many n 0( this pastor and hit people. :|Um of the church plant. Total
conversions were made, and new (’burch records of this period show value of church property is now
members came in. During the that the total income of the about $125,000.
hXTner W«*d“r.? *3* o,^17i."“n ,*IS First services In the auditorium 

tJZ*Statata. kul mon15'.rf “hich lbc p“tor " <* «» P*lm S"***
nXhJSir * l0U «£«* « .. April S. This attractive buildmg

Mere purchased During this period John H. Su- m;,5Urt, Jn by 60 fed. end when
On Sunday. Nov 13. 1927. West ,ter. veteran deacon, came and was . „ Mmnirt<d will seat 1000

Little River Baptist Church was instrumental for much good in the s... mfor '.k.
organized with 33 charter mem- church. He is now deacon emeri- rrrct|on of „ «|ufltl0rill bulId. 
bers. The Rev. B. B. Bl itch tue. t u r > mg to house an equal number of
became the first pastor, and The Rev. J. H Gates was the n5 w„, Blw 
served the church two years. It.fourth pastor, and served until church will then be weU equipped 
was during his pastorate that Mr i937.^jj|val Junor hp mlnlj mw—^et-y.tual needs of one 

land Mrs. A. 1. Fisher, a most | try i^^t^d sw-T.iwatar hTbrni's most ranidlvT.l

Penny
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Whipple, the next pastor. The Whipple, tlie next pastor. The n

’ Rev. Mr Whipple aerved the 6
church sacrificial)? and glorious­
ly until 1944. He inspired the peo­
ple to build.

The Rev, G. Reid Smith became 
the sixth pastor. Two hundred and 
ten feet of land on Tilth St, were 
bought. New members came, mon­
ey was collected or pledged for a 
new church plan! But before work 
could begin the Rev. Mr. Smith 
wit called to a church in Geor­
gia.

Native of S, Carolina
The present nattor, the Rev. J. 

Cockrell, came on Jan, 1, 
194?. He is a native of South Caro­
lina, a graduate of schools in that
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s Pastor Cockrell’s ministry la 

not confined to West Little RiTer. 
The people of Miami Baptist As 
sociation’s 49 churches have kept 
him a member of their Steering 
Committee for several years, and 
as chairman of their Committee 
on Civic Righteousness. The Rev 
Mr. Ockrefii has spearheaded 
many attacks againit social in­
justices in Dade comsly and Flor­
id*.

542 In Sunday School
The Sunday school, which has , 

an enrollment of M2, is led by 
Superintendent w. L, Fletcher. 
The Training Unions, directed by 1 
A. Wilson Lewis, have >n enroll- ;

i
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slate, and of Wingate College in 
North Carolina, Mercer Univeni- ii 
ty in Georgia, and of Eastern Bap- c 
list Theological Seminary m Phil a 
adelphia, where he received his u 
divinity degree. His subsequent f 
pastorates in New Jersey and 11 
Georgia were marked with suc­
cess. For several terms he was e 
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Associalional Moderator.
Soon after his arrival in Miami 

the church built for his family a 
beautiful CBS pastoriutti which is 
valued at $12,000. In the last four 
yean he hu welcomed into the 
church 325 new members, 129 of 
these by baptism, making a total 
of 709 as of today. More than $00,- 
000 has been contributed to the 
church during thia period. Work 
progressed rapidly on the auditor­
ium of the church plant. Total 
value of church property is now : 
about 5125.0<W. ______ __ . ________ ___

First services tn the auditorium u» which is W. R. Cromer. Sr., Mrs. 1 
will be held on Palm Sunday, c , ,L. G, Spencer, Sr . and Mrs R L 
April 6. This Attractive building 
measures. ill by GO feol. and when 
fully completed will seal 1 
Plans have been made for 
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merit of 138. C. A. Streetman is 
h president of lhe Brotherhood, and 

r Mrs. A. J Nelson is president of 
"1 the Women’s Missionary Union. * 
6 Closely associated with the pastor 
n 1 in the spiritual ministry is the 
1 board of deacons, chairman of

I

, L. G, Spencer, Sr. and Mrs R. L. ■ 
.Stephens are directors of lhei 

a - three choirs; and Mrs. B. R, Hem , 
1,000. * i by is organist,

-------- — _ ------ -------  —r lhe ’ Little River Baptist Church 
erection or an educational build Fr 1odlJ, u , monument to the little 

l„ l„ ,,ti ,q , I nun' her of . han(j ,lf n,lhiP mlS!iiDnanr< who in ‘
persons. West Utile River Baptist rj 1S26 Mt forth to build what has
Church will then be well equipped , become one of the most OUtstBMl > 
to serve ihn snintual needs of one I ... sh Tljkfi* iCiTMim.

ty.
to serve I be spiritual needs of one I. 1I)g --Rocks of God'1 m Dade Coun- 
nf Greater Miami's most rapidly 1

|growing communities.


