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Hudson, John Norton (1902-) was born in Columbia, South Carolina. He graduated from 

Moody Bible Institute, Chicago. Hudson served as pastor of Concord Baptist Church, 

Tampa, Second Baptist Church, Sarasota and Bay Haven Baptist Church, Sarasota, 1936-

1940. In 1940, Hudson resigned from Bay Haven Baptist Church to serve as chaplain in 

the US Army. Hudson and his wife Helen Mary Finlayson Hudson had three children. 
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MEET OUR PAS TORS

(biographical Sketches of Pastors 
of Bay Haven Church)

REV. ADOLPH A. AUBERT — Born in Ger-a-mer, Alsace-Lorraine, 
France, February 27, 1880. He came to this country at age eleven 
and attended Massachusetts schools. Raised a Roman Catholic, he 
was converted to the Baptist faith at age 23. Married Mabie Florence 
Fuller on December 25, 1906. Both attended Gordon College, 
Boston, where they met. He also attended Crozier Theological 
Seminary, Chester, Pennsylvania. He held pastorates in Vermont, 
Massachusetts, New York, and New Hampshire. For two years he 
was assistant pastor of First Baptist Church, Manatee. The Auberts 
had one daughter, Marian. Rev. Aubert died February 2, 1961. He 
served as pastor from November 19, 1926, until May 1,1928.

REV. JOSEPH NELSON POTTER - Born in Moodus, Connecticut, 
January 12, 1853. He was a sailor in his youth but after his con­
version he studied constantly (mostly self-educated) for his ministry. 
Married Margaret Elizabeth Campbell. He served churches in Illinois 
and Wisconsin. Moved to Sarasota from Viroqua, Wisconsin. The 
Potters had three children: James W., Samuel C., and Ruth R. Rev. 
Potter died February 3, 1942, his wife on July 14, 1942; both are 
buried in Rosemary Cemetery, Sarasota. Ruth Risden Potter was the 
wife of Arthur Brye of Sarasota. Rev. Potter served as pastor from 
1928 until 1933.

REV. JAMES E. TRICE — Rev. Trice and his wife came to the Florida 
Baptist Children’s Home in Arcadia, Florida, in April of 1911. For 21 
years he was Superintendent, she was matron of the home. They 
had experience in orphanage work in Louisiana before coming to 
Florida. On leaving Arcadia in <1932, Rev. and Mrs. Trice came to 
Sarasota. He did evangelistic work and supply preaching. While 
pastor of Bay Haven Church, Rev. Trice was holding meetings in 
Frostproof, Florida, when he died suddenly on August 2, 1935. Supt. 
T.M. Johns brought the older children of the Home over for the 
funeral. He was pastor from 1933 until 1935.

REV JOSEP11 B. POWERS Before coming to Bay Haven, Rev. Powers 
was pastor of Pear Ridge Baptist Church of Port Arthur, Texas, for 
/•/^ year. ll>' anil Iris wife, Bessie, moved to Sarasota in 1935, 
leaving their only il.rughlet (mauled) In I’otl Arthur. When they left 
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REV. JOI IN NOR I ON 11UDSON Born in Columbia, South Carolina, 
November 26, 1902. Attended Moody Bible Institute in Chicago, 
where he met Helen Mary Finlayson, also a student at Moody. Both 
graduated from the Institute. They were married September 24, 
1927, in Hamilton, Ontario, Canada. He was pastor of Concord 
Baptist Church of Tampa, Florida, before he came here. In addition 
to his work at the Moody Bible Institute, he had a year of study at the 
University of Pittsburgh and a year at Harvard. The latter part of 
1941, he entered the military as a Chaplain. The Hudsons had three 
sons: John Grant, Robert Lee, and James Norton. He served as 
pastor from November 29,1936, until October 9,1940.

REV. HENRY S. INABNIT — Born May 2, 1904, in Tampa, Florida. He 
accepted Christ at an early age. Upon completing 7th grade he 
devoted all his time to work and home after his father’s death, in 
1916. He attended DeLand Baptist Assembly when 16 and there 
answered the call to preach. Being licensed to preach he did street 
preaching at every opportunity but became discouraged at age 18 
and turned to other pursuits. When 21, he married Mary Stuart. In 
1937 the Lord again laid His hand on him and his first pastorate was 
at Six-Mile Creek near Tampa. In 1938 he went to Okeechobee 
Baptist Church and then came to Bay Haven January 13, 1941. He 
moved to Prichard, Alabama, where he was pastor of First Baptist 
Church. The Inabnits were parents of 4 children: Mary Jane, Betty 
Jean, Henry S., Jr., and Doris Bea. Rev. Inabnit died February 2, 
1954. He was pastor of Bay Haven from December 8, 1941, through 
April 5, 1944.

REV. LAWRENCE ELLIS HUTTO - Born in Savannah, Georgia, 
September 14, 1914. He made his profession of faith at the tender 
age of 8 years. After graduating from high school he attended 
Richards Business College in Savannah. On August 3, 1932, he was 
married to Nola Mae Griner. They moved to Jacksonville, Florida, 
where he was ordained to the ministry on July 31, 1943, just before 
leaving Moody Bible Institute. The Huttos had one daughter, Nola 
Irene, who died after having brain surgery. Rev. Hutto died on 
January 22,1954. He was pastor of Bay Haven from June 26, 1944, 
until June 1, 1948, when he left to go and pastor Double Pond 
Church in Barnwell, South Carolina.

REV. CARL WILSON GOSNELL - Born October 1, 1910, in the Pied­
mont section of South Carolina. On July 30, 1914, he accepted 
Christ and felt sometime later that God was calling him to preach but 
did not answer that call until lie was 21 He attended Carson- 
Newman College in I ennessee wheie lie met his wife, Maude Town



)HN NORTON HUDSON - Born in Columbia, South Carolina,
overnber 26, 1902. Attended Moody Bible Institute in Chicago,
here he met Helen Mary Finlayson, also a student at Moody. Both
aduatcd from the Institute. They were married September 24,
}27, in Hamilton, Ontario, Canada. He was pastor of Concord
iptist Church of Tampa, Florida, before he came here. In addition
his work at 111(>'Moody Bible Institute, he had a year of study at the
niversity of Piltsburqh and a year at Harvard. The latter part of
)41, he enl«r 'd th mllilr ry as a Chaplain. The Hudsons had three
ns: J hn ~rillll, n b rt L ,and James Norton. He served as
1St r ir m N vcmbr-r ( ,1 93(j, untll lob zr 9, 1940.

SIXTH PASTOR --

REV, HENRY S. INABNIT - Born f'vlay 2, J
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1916. He attended Deland Bapust I\~S\lllllllv WIIl'1i It I \11,11111'/1
answered the call to preach. 8· ing Ii JIl'i('cI III I'" / II III' did 'I II
preaching at every opportunity 1111Iljl( lilli' t\I'lllIllIiI Illd \1 ,11/1 /I
and turned to other pursuits. Wh in /.1, Iii' III 1I11,dMI1IY "11111111III
1937 the Lord again laid Hi hand 01 hlill \1\" III lit I I'1i' Ii 'I lilt II •
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moved t~_ Prichard, Alabama, will,t!, 11(1\V\ 1'" 1"1 III III I I' pll I
Church. I he Inabnits were p<ll{'Iii', Ilf ~ I I"ldlt'll ~"II Y ,lilli' III fly
Jean, Henry S.• Jr., and I {ITib I \V., I~I'V III \111ill "Ii tI II Iii \I uy j

1954.HewaspastorofB,ylldv·I1(,ltlllll IIII11I 111,1',11111111 I:
April 5, 1944.














