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Smith, Don served as pastor of Pilgrim Rest Baptist Church, Baker, First Baptist Church, 

Sneads, 1973-1975 and Cove Baptist Church, Panama City.  

 

 



Pilgrim Rest Baptist Church
Pilgrim Rest Baptist Church is located at 5595 Highway 4 

South in Baker, Okloosa County, Florida. The church was estab­
lished in 1888 by about 20 charter members who transferred 
their membership from Milligan Baptist Church. As best deter­
mined these included Hattie Bryars, Mrs. Black, Lizzie Garrett, 
Mtj'Mts. Tommie Garrett, Jackson Griffith, Peney Griffith, 
MrJMrs. Peter Griffith, MrJMrs. J. M. Henderson, Mr./Mrs. 
John Richardson Henderson, W. E. Henderson, Mr./Mrs. 
William Henderson, Frances/Tommie Hilton, Cena Livingston, 
Oliver Norris and Hallie Stewart. The first pastor was Wiley 
Martin and Tommie Hilton was the first clerk. Services were 
held monthly.

First written record of Pilgrim Rest Baptist Church was 
found in the 1890 Pensacola Bay Baptist Association Minutes 
when it petitioned to become a member. Pastor and clerk were 
the same with 25 members and total giving of $3.00. The first 
Sunday School (SS) reported 27 enrolled in 1892. Oliver Norris 
was superintendent in 1894 with 35 members.

In 1894 Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Olinger donated two acres of 
land to the church. The first building was used that year. The 
deed was recorded November 29, 1904 (11/29/1904) in Santa 
Rosa County. Okaloosa County was formed later.

In 1913 the church had a membership of 141, SS enrollment 
was 47 and the value of the church property was $860.00. The 
church bell was bought from Laurel Hill Church for $15.00 in 
1915. A roofing job for the church cost $24.50 in 1920. After fifty
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years, membership was 150, SS enrollment was 80 and the 
value of church property was $1200.

Another building program was begun in 1939-40 while David 
Coffield was pastor. That building served the needs of the mem­
bership until 1967 when it was sold for $175.15 and moved 
away.

The first Vacation Bible School was held in 1940. In 1942 the 
church started having preaching sendees twice monthlv until 
1948 when weekly sendees were begun. That vear Pastor 
Melvin Kilpatrick occupied the first pastonum. The church 
adopted the Unified Budget System tn 1947. Before this the 
offering received in SS was used for lights and literature In 
1949, 10% of the church budget was designated through rr— 
Cooperative Program and a regular monthly business meeting 
begun. The Brotherhood was established the same vear.
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In 1950 a library and more SS rooms were added. Checks 
were first used in paying bills and the individual envelope sys­
tem was introduced. The SS was departmentalized over the 
next few years. A mimeograph machine, typewriter, adding 
machine and lawn mower were purchased. A separate educa­
tional building was planned and built during 1955-58 led by 
Pastor J. W. Dubose. Some new church furniture was bought 
and participation in the protection plan for pastor was begun. 
The decade of the 60’s brought the purchase of chairs for the 
new educational building. After seventy-five years resident 
membership was 272, total membership 334, SS enrolment was 
268, Church Training (CT) enrollment was 159, total gifts were 
$13,196, land was 5.08 acres and property value was $40,000. 
Our present sanctuary was built in 1963-64 while Robert 
LeMay was pastor. It was furnished with new pews and organ. 
The Amos Garrett family presented the Pulpit Bible. The 
church participated in the Crusade of the Americas.

In 1970 Baker School’s graduating class used the church for 
Baccalaureate Service because of water damage to the school 
facilities. In 1973 a part-time secretary was employed, becom­
ing the first paid staff other than the pastor. At various times 
there have been Minister of Education/Youth, Education 
Director, Minister of Music, pianist and custodian positions 
filled. In the 1970’s central heat and air conditioning were 
added to the pastorium, a public address system was installed 
in the sanctuary and the Constitution and Bylaws were adopt­
ed. A new wing was added to the educational building, a new 
pastorium built and the church was incorporated during Pastor 
Oran Hayes’ service. The cemetery was enlarged by .63 acres.

The congregation remodeled the interior of the sanctuary and 
updated the sound system in the 1980’s. Other improvements 
included the outside sign, improvement to recreation facilities, 
a bus ministry and Sunday morning worship broadcasts. 
“Pilgrim Rest Baptist Church 100 Years of Progress” was print­
ed for the church centennial. The Centennial celebration was 
held during Homecoming Week 1988 culminating with special 
afternoon services Homecoming Day. Centennial resident mem­
bers were 329, total members 535, SS enrollment 433, CT 
enrollment 142, total gifts $101,600 and value of property 
$706,000 including 15+ acres of land. The church moved into 
the technology age by purchasing a copy machine and comput­
er.

During the 1990’s a new fellowship hall witjjairfwnlnough 
porch and covered walkway was erected whil4 Don SmithJwas 
pastor. It was named for late beloved member I A
new sound system, van, Risograph machine and new copy 
machine were purchased. The cemetery was enlarged by .2 
acres. WWJD Mission was begun in the old pastorium.

During 2000 an additional five acres were added onto the 
back of the property. In 2001 the front interior of the sanctuary 
was remodeled, carpet replaced and office equipment upgraded. 
2002 resident members were 448, total members 678, SS enroll­
ment 254, CT enrollment 109, total gifts $204,718 and value of 
property $1,545,000 including approximately 20.91 acres.

Pilgrim Rest has always cooperated with the Okaloosa 
Baptist Association, the Florida Baptist Convention and the 
Southern Baptist Convention. For 115 years God has truly 
blessed this membership.

Known deacons who have served are Dorell I Ariam; W

W. Asbburn, Newton Brown. Parker Bryant. Marfin Chnnn. 
William Dodson, C. C... H L nd Ejasd. Ben Eilers.
Kelley Finley. Leonard. Rnhp Rnrajd and Thomas Garrett, 
Frank Gillis. Joel. Mand and Griffith John L. Helms,
John R Henderson. Albert Henry Her=. sr. Higdon. Rex Holley, 
Jim Joiner, Dureli Lee. Lucien LeMarthand. G. Locke, J. M. 
May. Mark McCrame. Ronnie MiBer. S. E. Mount, Ezra Nichols, 
Alton Parker. Clinton.'Oiiie Sasser. Cleo. Ogie and Ruby Stanley, 
Dewitt. Joseph and Winston Steele. Charles Thomas, Arthur 
Williams. Lee Williamson and Bill Zigiar
Submitted by The History Co—. —of Plgmm Rett Baptist Church 
(Fannie Broun & Kathryn Zigiar 5775 Haduon Street, Baker Florida 
32531. Sources. Pensacola Bay Baptist Amxsateon Minutes, Church min­
utes and records, memories of older members. and Pilgrim Rest Baptist 
Church 100 Years of Progress. mid1
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