Florida Baptist Historical Society Biography Collection

This link provides the specific resource information which
documents and undergirds the biographical resource
information on a specific Florida Baptist pastors, church staff or
significant laity leaders.

The link you have chosen connects to the specific individual's resource files
that provide the basis for information which the Historical Society has used
to develop the respective biographical profile. The sources attached may
include copies of articles gleaned from back issues of the Florida Baptist
Witness and other news publications. Other resources include books,
historical journal articles and church histories that are cited as
documentation for the biography.

Visit our website at FloridaBaptistHistory.org

Smith, Don served as pastor of Pilgrim Rest Baptist Church, Baker, First Baptist Church,
Sneads, 1973-1975 and Cove Baptist Church, Panama City.



Pilgrim Rest Baptist Church

Pilgrim Rest Baptist Church is located at 5595 Highway 4
South in Baker, Okloosa County, Florida. The church was estab-
lished in 1888 by about 20 charter members who transferred
their membership from Milligan Baptist Church. As best deter-
mined these included Hattie Bryars, Mrs. Black, Lizzie Garrett,
Mr/Mrs. Tommie Garrett, Jackson Griffith, Peney Griffith,
Mr/Mrs. Peter Griffith, Mr/Mrs. J. M. Henderson, Mr./Mrs.
John Richardson Henderson, W. E. Henderson, Mr./Mrs.
William Henderson, Frances/Tommie Hilton, Cena Livingston,
Oliver Norris and Hallie Stewart. The first pastor was Wiley
Martin and Tommie Hilton was the first clerk. Services were
held monthly.

First written record of Pilgrim Rest Baptist Church was
found in the 1890 Pensacola Bay Baptist Association Minutes
when it petitioned to become a member. Pastor and clerk were
the same with 25 members and total giving of $3.00. The first
Sunday School (SS) reported 27 enrolled in 1892. Oliver Norris
was superintendent in 1894 with 35 members.

In 1894 Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Olinger donated two acres of
land to the church, The first building was used that year. The
deed was recorded November 29, 1904 (11/29/1904) in Santa
Rosa County. Okaloosa County was formed later.

In 1913 the church had a membership of 141, SS enrollment
was 47 and the value of the church property was $860.00. The
church bell was bought from Laurel Hill Church for $15.00 in
1915. A roofing job for the church cost $24.50 in 1920. After fifty

Pilgrim Rest Baptist Church Building in 2003
years, membership was 150, SS enrollment was 80 and the
value of church property was $1200.

Another building program was begun in 1939-40 while David
Coffield was pastor. That building served the needs of the mem-
bership until 1967 when it was sold for $175.15 and moved
away.

The first Vacation Bible School was held in 1940. In 1942 the
church started having preaching services twice monthiv until
1948 when weekly services were begun. That vear Pastor
Melvin Kilpatrick occupied the first pastorium. The church
adopted the Unified Budget System in 1947 Before this the
offering received in SS was used for lights and literature In

1949, 10% of the church budget was designated through the

Cooperative Program and a regular monthly business mee
begun. The Brotherhood was established thg same year. -
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In 1950 a library and more SS rooms were added. Checks
were first used in paying bills and the individual envelope sys-
tem was introduced. The SS was departmentalized over the
next few years. A mimeograph machine, typewriter, adding
machine and lawn mower were purchased. A separate educa-
tional building was planned and built during 1955-58 led by
Pastor J. W. Dubose. Some new church furniture was bought
and participation in the protection plan for pastor was begun.
The decade of the 60’s brought the purchase of chairs for the
new educational building. ARer seventy-five years resident
membership was 272, total membership 334, SS enrolment was
268, Church Training (CT) enrollment was 159, total gifts were
$13,196, land was 5.08 acres and property value was $40,000.
Our present sanctuary was built in 1963-64 while Robert
LeMay was pastor. It was furnished with new pews and organ.
The Amos Garrett family presented the Pulpit Bible. The
church participated in the Crusade of the Americas.

In 1970 Baker School’s graduating class used the church for
Baccalaureate Service because of water damage to the school
facilities. In 1973 a part-time secretary was employed, becom-
ing the first paid staff other than the pastor. At various times
there have been Minister of Education/Youth, Education
Director, Minister of Music, pianist and custodian positions
filled. In the 1970’s central heat and air conditioning were
added to the pastorium, a public address system was installed
in the sanctuary and the Constitution and Bylaws were adopt-
ed. A new wing was added to the educational building, a new
pastorium built and the church was incorporated during Pastor
Oran Hayes’ service. The cemetery was enlarged by .63 acres.

The congregation remodeled. the interior of the sanctuary and
updated the sound system in the 1980’s. Other improvements
included the outside sign, improvement to recreation facilities,
a bus ministry and Sunday morning worship broadcasts.
“Pilgrim Rest Baptist Church 100 Years of Progress” was print-
ed for the church centennial. The Centennial celebration was
held during Homecoming Week 1988 culminating with special
afternoon services Homecoming Day. Centennial resident mem-
bers were 329, total members 535, SS enrollment 433, CT
enrollment 142, total gifts $101,600 and value of property
$706,000 including 15+ acres of land. The church moved into
the technology age by purchasing a copy machine and comput-
er.
During the 1990’s a new fellowship hall witlkwrive1imough
porch and covered walkway was erected whild Don Smithlwas
pastor. It was named for late beloved member Mimai h.A
new sound system, van, Risograph machine and new copy
machine were purchased. The cemetery was enlarged by .2
acres, WWJD Mission was begun in the old pastorium.

During 2000 an additional five acres were added onto the
back of the property. In 2001 the front interior of the sanctuary
was remodeled, carpet replaced and office equipment upgraded.
2002 resident members were 448, total members 678, SS enroll-
ment 254, CT enrollment 109, total gifts $204,718 and value of
property $1,545,000 including approximately 20.91 acres.

Pilgrim Rest has always cooperated with the Okaloosa
Baptist Association, the Florida Baptist Convention and the
Southern Baptist Convention. For 115 years God has truly
blessed this membership.

Known deacons who have served sre Durell / Rah Adam: W

W. Asbburn, Newton Brown. Parker Brramt. Mariin Chunn,
William Dodson. C. C., H. L. and Elmer Eflend, Ber Eilers,
Kelley Finley. Leonard. Philip, Rocald and Thomas Garrett,
Prank Gillis. Joel. Manc! and Dowmglas Griffich. John L. Helms,
John R. Henderson. Aibert Henrx Herman Rex Holley,
Jim Joiner, Durell Lee. Lucer LeMarchand W. G. Locke, J. M.
May, Mark McCranie, Ronnie Miller S. E. Mount, Ezra Nichols,
Alton Parker. Clinwon/Ollse Sasser. Clec, Ogie and Ruby Stanley,
Dewitt. Joseph and Winston S:eele. Charles Thomas, Arthur
Williams. Lee Williamson and Bill Zigiar

Submitted by: The H:stors Commuirzee > Pigrim Rest Baptist Church
(Fannie Broun & Kashryvn Zigiar) 5775 Madison Street, Baker Florida
32531. Sources: Pensacola Bay Baptist Association Minutes, Church min-
utes and records, memories of older members. and Pilgrim Rest Baptist
Church 100 Years of Progress ?‘H
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choir loft with upolstered, theatre-type chairs, and the sanctuary was fully
carpeted. The adult choir was robed in their first robes. Each member of the
choir furnished their own robe. Mr. and Mrs. Edgar Bajley Liddon presentad
the church with a set of pulpit furniture including a Communion Table in lov=-
ing memory of Mr. Liddon's mother the late Mrs., Thomas 3. Liddon. Mr. and
Mrs. J. C. Gissendaner and their family presented the church with a very nice
electric Hammond Organ, this presentation was in honor of Mr. Gissendaner's
mother, Mrs, Hugh W, Wooldridge. Bro. Charles Wattenbarger served as pastor
for almost eleven years. .

On September 1, 1957, Rev., John Merriit of Hattiesburg, Mississippi was
called as pastor. Many changes came about as a result of Bro. Merritt's
Teadership, viz: a new two story brick educaticnal building, complete with
restrooms on each floor. Under Bro. Merritt's request a new deacon rotaiior
system was started. Bro. Merritt resigned his pastorate, July 31, 1964 for
the purpose of serving the Foreign Mission Beard in Eurcpe.

The church continued to grow under the Teadership of Rev. Charles W.
Brown, who served the church from Cctober 7, 1964 to April 17, 1863. Fo!
lowing Bro. Brown as pastor was Rev, Jimmie D. Quinnelly who served for three
months. On February 22, 1970, Rev. Herman Merritt, a relative of Bro. John
Merritt came to serve on the field as pastor, He served until June 27, 197¢,
it was during this period of time that the family cf the late Deacon Thomas
J. Lanier presented the church with a deed to a parcel of land lgcated con the
East side of Highway 271 (Butler Road). A new and larger pasterium cf mason-
ry construction was erected on this polot and Rev. and Mrs. Herman Merritt
were the first to occupy this new home.

Rev. DEAMSEEER cerved as pastor from February 1973 to August 1975.
During his service they finished paying off the debt on the brick annex and
had a note burning service. The church also voted to move to a new location
and erect a new church building. Mr. I. J, Lanier and her children, donated
two and half acres of the Lanjer estate for the relocation of the church
facilities.

Rev. James Boyd came as pastor in November 1975, under his leadership
the church began to formulate plans for building a new church at the present
location. On January 8, 1978 they moved into’ the new church and on February
26, 1978 they had a dedication ceremony with many of their former pastors
taking part in the service in the new sanctuary.

Since 1978 there have been other men of 55d who served Sreads 1st well:
Rev. Lynn Coley, Rev. John [Dickson, as supply, Or. Richard Rutledge, Rev.
Gail Maul, as supply, and thelr present pastor Rev. Clyde Pound.

A Bus Ministry was started in 1974, and in 1976 a van for the Bus Minis-
try was given by Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Hatton, in honor of their daughter, Mrs.
Janice Farris. In 1976 the church membhership had risen tg 465, with Sunday
School enrcoliment at 252 and Training Union enrollment at 69. A decade later
in 1986: the church has survived a split back on Segtember 27, 1981, the
Sunday School enrollment has risen back to 202 and Training Union stands at
58.

The old church bell was remaved from the old church March 28, 19817, and
Tater erected at the new church site in 1984. As early as the spring cf
1893, according to research of records, some of the ladies of the church were
working toward the purchase of this bell.

In 1985 the church purchased one acre of land adjcining the church pro-
perty on the East side of the church along Pope Street. At this time snro0ll-
ment is approximately 466 with annual receipts of $105,5028.00, In 1933 tne
chruch became partners with the Austin and Down County Baptist Churches in
Pennsylvania,

On October 5, 1986, Rev. Clyde Pound was called as pastor, he 3nd his
family are native Mississippians.

Today Sneads 1st is a full-time churcn, «#ith gne pastor, They have hired
a part-time secretary, choir leader and janitcrial help.
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