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Smith, Andrew M. (1895-1996) was born in Newton County, Mississippi the son of Christopher
Columbus Colon and Mittie Smith. He served as pastor to Seventh Avenue Baptist
Church (aka Central/Ellyson) (1943-1948), Hickory Hammock Baptist Church, New
Bethel Baptist Church and Klondike Baptist Church (1961-1967). Smith married Clara
Callahan Smith in 1917 and they had six children. Smith lived to be 101 preaching
until the 1995 in the Pensacola area.




Rev. Andrew M. Smith

Rev. Andrew M. Smith, son of Mittie and Christopher Columbus "Lum" Colon
Smith, was born March 18, 1895 in Newton County, Mississippi. He grew up at Rawls
Springs, Mississippi, near Lux. On February 25, 1917 at Providence Baptist Church in
Lux, he married Clara Callahan. She was born May 7, 1892 in Jones County,
Mississippi, the daughter of Joe and Laura Granberry Callahan. Rev. and Mrs. Smith
were parents of six children, Christine, Grace, Joe Ellis, Erma Jean, and twins Mary
Jeanette and Martha Jewel, all born in Mississippi.

He and his family came to Pensacola in 1936 when he accepted a position with
American Creosote Works on South "J" Street. He worked first as a yard foreman and
then as an inspector until his retirement in 1965. He helped develop a lay ministry,
known as Southside Baptist Chapel, at the Pensacola waterfront. The work was later
named Eighth Avenue Baptist Church and today is Cedarlawn Baptist Church.

The family joined First Baptist Church, Pensacola, and Rev. Smith, then age 48,
was ordained to the ministry there on October 20, 1943. When asked by a Pensacola
News Journal reporter about his call to the ministry, Rev. Smith responded that he felt
called as a young man, but "didn't figure with six children and the depression that I could
go to school and prepare for the ministry."

Rev. Smith pastored Seventh Avenue Baptist Church (later named Central Baptist
Church and then Ellyson Baptist Church) from October 1943 to October 1948. During
the 1950s, he pastored Hickory Hammock Baptist Church and New Bethel Baptist
Church in Santa Rosa County. His last pastorate was Klondike Baptist Church, which he
served from 1961 to 1967. R

He was well known as the friendly minister who walked from his home to Baptist
Hospital and Sacred Heart Hospital on 12th Avenue. He also walked to nursing homes
and the jail, encouraging and praying with those he met. He never owned a car and was
driven to the churches he pastored by his daughter, Grace.

Clara Callahan Smith died September 28, 1977. Funeral services were held at
Klondike Baptist Church, where she and Rev. Smith were members. Sometime later
Rev. Smith joined Brownsville Baptist Church and remained there for 20 years.

On October 9, 1988, Klondike Baptist Church, where he was named pastor
emeritus, gave recognition to Rev. Smith, honoring the 45th anniversary of his ordination.
Messengers to the Pensacola Bay Baptist Association annual meeting on October 27,
1988, applauded as Rev. Smith received the dedication of the annual.

At age 99 he preached at Ellyson Baptist Church. Not wishing to remain seated,
but unable to stand alone, he was supported on each side by a deacon. His last sermon
was preached at Laurel View Baptist Church in May 1994. Brownsville Baptist Church
celebrated "A.M. Smith Day" in March 1995 in honor of his 100th birthday.
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Rev. Andrew M. Smith, age 101, died October 25, 1996. After funeral services
at Brownsville Baptist Church, he was laid to rest beside Clara at Bayview Memorial
Park Cemetery in Pensacola.

Judith Richbourg Jolly

Florida Baptist Historical Society

December 15, 2001

Published in The Heritage of Escambia County, Florida (2004)
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REV. ANDREW M. SMITH

Brother Smith was born March 18, 1895 in Newton County Mississippi. At the age of 93,
he feels that he may possibly be the oldest pastor in Escambia County Florida. Bro. Smith
began his ministry as a ‘‘lay preacher’” while a young man in Mississippi. In 1917 he married
Clara Calahan, also a native of Mississippi, and their six children (5 daughters & 1 son) were
born in Mississippi.

He came to Pensacola with his family in 1936 to accept a job with American Creosote
Works where he worked, first as a yard foreman and then as an inspector, until his retirement
in 1965.

On moving to Pensacola Bro. Smith continued his lay ministry at the waterfront here. He
and another preacher made appointments to have services where they would preach and teach
Sunday School lessons. It soon became known as the Southside Mission, which later became
Eighth Avenue Baptist Church, and today is Cedarlawn Baptist Church.

Through the insistence of the Baptist minister with whom he worked as a lay preacher on
the waterfront, Bro. Smith was ordained to the ministry on October 20, 1943, by Pensacola
First Baptist Church. He was subsequently called to the pastorate of Seventh Avenue Baptist
Church, which later became Central Baptist and now is Ellyson Baptist Church.

Bro. Smith later served as pastor of Hickory Hammock Baptist, near Milton and New
Bethel Baptist, between Chumuckla and Jay. He was pastor of Klondike Baptist on Mobile
Highway when he resigned from the pastorate. He continues to be a minister, in the Biblical
sense of the word, as he continues to visit the hospitals and nursing homes.

The friendly pastor who went from room to room, floor to floor, carrying his Bible along
with a word of cheer and a prayer for those who wanted it, was a familiar figure at the old
Sacred Heart Hospital on 12th Avenue. For many years he visited all the local hospitals and
nursing homes but after taking up residence in the west side of town, he has confined his visits
to Baptist Hospital and nursing homes in that vicinity.

Klondike Baptist Church gave special recognition to Bro. Smith on Sunday, October 9,
1988 in honor of the 45th anniversary of his ordination to the ministry.

Hic wife, Clara, died in 1977, after a marriage of 60 years. Four of their six children are
living in the Pensacola area; one daughter lives in Miami and one is in Peru. Bro. Smith now
lives with his daughter, Grace, on West Jackson Street in Pensacola.




The Pensaccla News Journal - Thursday, 31 March 1994 (Neighbors section)

99-yéar?old minister still preaches

By Lucy Quina
News Joumal

Years have passed since the Rev. Andrew M. Smith was
ordained a Baptist minister. But he can still reel off the
exact day and year it happened — Oct. 20, 1943.

Like a wedding or the birth of a child, it was one of the
most important dates of his life — the day he fulfilled
his dream to serve the Lord. And at age 99, he is still
doing it.

“{Smith) is a very dedicated minister to the Gospel. He
meets the needs of the people and inspires them to
repentance,” said the Rev. Steven Bailey, pastor at
Kroendike Baptist Church where Smith still preaches on
occasion.

When he preaches, everyone comes out, Bailey said.

Smith was 48 when he entered the ministry. He says he
got the call as a young man. But family responsibilities
and time kept him from pursuing it sooner.

“I didn't figure with six children and the Depression
going on that I could go to school and prepare for the
ministry,” Smith said.

An official ordination, however, never prevented Smith
from ministering to people. He estimates he’s been
preaching for a good 75 years. He'd visit the county jail,
nursing homes and hospitals, talking to people, asking
them how they were doing and if they'd mind if he said a
prayer for them.

Shirley Aeppli, a retired nurse from Baptist Hospital,
remembers Smith walking to the hospital, his main
mode of travel since he didn't have a car. He always had
his Bible in hand, she said.

“_Ic-lle was so faithful about looking in on patients,” she
said.

“They loved his visits.”

The first church he pastored was the Seventh Avenue
Baptist Church, which was followed by two subsequent
churches in Santa Rosa County and ended with Klon-
dike Baptist Church where he preached from 1961-67.
Since that time he has been pastor emeritus.

Smith is rarely seen without a Bible, whether walking
the streets in his younger days or sitting on the porch of
his Jackson Street home now.
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Lucy
The Rev. Andrew M. Smith, 99, still fills the pulpiton .
request. And even when he’s sitting on his porch, his
Bible is never far away.

“The desire of my heart and soul is to glorify my
precious Lord and to be a blessing to people in this ol’
sinful world,” Smith said.
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nswer ‘all the
1estions of the
niverse.
I'heologians, -
n the other hand are comfortable
ith not knowing everything. In-
leed, they argue that mystery is a
yart of religious faith.
On the surface, they appear to be

Tipler "

n a collision course. Viewed from .

higher plane, however, they can
¢ seen to pursue a broad, com-
1on objective. They both &eek
reater knowledge ‘of the universe
nd their place in it.

But they probe with very differ-

nt tools, and this is what divides_

- st.arted the universe — expand-

" ing from nothmg billions of years
ago. L
Some cosmologxsts‘ theorize that

~ eventtally the universe will stop.

expanding, start contracting and
ultimately be forced back to its
_point of origin.© .

Tipler: calls” that the Omega

Point. The Omega Point ‘is” his-

.idea-of god.,

Scientists also say that matter
can neither be created” nor de-
stroyed but can change its. form.

When the universe shrinks to the .

Omega Point, all matter, ihclud-
ing the atoms of all humans who

-ever lived, will be reconstituted in
- a different chemical form. In other

words, they will be “resurrected.”
“The Physics of Immortality” is
only one example of several books

venturing into the science-religion_

minefield.

Books are not the only bellweth-
ers- of the changing climate.
There’s Zygon: Journal of Reli-
gious Science. And-last month, a

hem:
Tipler’s proofs of God and resur-
ection must be teased from a
kein of theories and formulas.
\ny attempt to crystallize them
uns the risk of oversimplifica-
on.
His god is not a personal entity
it a force. He views resurrection
't in spiritual terms but as a
cconstitution of the atoms in the
uman body.
Scientists believe that a force —
pularly known as the Big Bang
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headline unthinkable in the past
surfaced on the front page of The
Sgientist, a bi-weekly newspaper
for the science community: “Reli-
gious Scientists Sense The Divine
In Their Work.” '

The " story under- the headlme

_dealt with scientists who contend

that science and religion are com-

patible. A survey.done’more than-_

threé decades ago reported that
two-thirds of practicing scxentxsts
were atheists.

“My gut feeling is it's probably
more like one-third,” says Donald
Munro, a physiologist ardd execu-
tive director of the American Sci-
entific Association (ASA), an'Ips«
wich, Mass.-based organization
with'some 2,400 members.

The ASA promotes the interac-
tion of science and theology in a
positive light.

And this was Tipler’s aim at the
outset. But Donald Kobe, a pro-
fessed Christian and a physicist at
the University of North Texas in
Denton, who encourages the sci-
ence-religion dialogue, thinks Ti-
pler has missed the bullseye.

The book is “son of mind-bog-
gling,” he says, “but it doesn’t
have much relation to reality

“I think he has completely mis-
understood the role of science and
faith. He purports to be unifying
science and religion, but he’s re-
ducing everything to a sort of sci-
ence fiction.”

Sunday, March 12 will be A.M. Smith
Day at Brownsville Baptist Church. On
this date we will recognize Rev. Smith
in the morning service in honor: of his"

100th birthday. Service begins at 10:50
a.m. The church is'located at 2601 W.
Strong Street at the corner of “U” and

Cervantes. . .
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The Pensacola Journal
Thursday, September 29, 1977

" 'SMITH .

Cloro Estello srnnh, 85, of
2409 W. Jackson St., ' died
Wednesdov ofterncon oi a Iccol
_hospital.

Mrs. Smith ‘was o mnative-of-
Jones County, Miss, and had re-
sided In Pensacola for the post
40 years. She was a member of
the Kiondike Baptist Church,

Survivors Include her widow-
er, the Rev, A.M. Smith of Pen-
sacolo;--five davghters, Chris-
tine Gladden, Grace Smith, ond
Erma Jecn Blshop all of Pensa-
colo, Mary -Jeonette Hamilton
of Tocng,. Peru, ond Martha
Jewel Hansen of Miomi; a son,

Joe Ellis Smith of Contonment;
‘two brothers, Walter Callohan
of Jackson, Miss. and Clarence
Collohon of Moblle, Ala.; three
rs:-RMh—CoHohom-Erm
Broer‘ ond Morie Kendrick ol
-of-Columbiai~Miss=nine grand._
children and two 9roci grand-

children.

* Funeral arrommenn are
pending with McNeli-Keyes-Fu-
‘neral Home. L T

The Pensacola Journal
Friday, September 30, 1977

SMITH

' Clore Eslello Smilh, 85, of
2409 W. Jockson St., died
Wednesdoy afternoon of ¢ local
hospital,

‘Mrs, Smith wos o notive of
Jones County, Miss, ond hod re-
sided in Pensocolo for the post
40 years, She wos o member of
the Klondike Boplist Church,

Survivors include her widow-
er, the Rev. A.M. Smith of Pen-
socola; five doughlers, Chris-.
tine Gladden, Groce Smith, ond
Erma Jean Bishop oll of Pensa.
colo, Mary Jeonelle Haomilton
ol Tocno, Peru, ond Martha
Jewel Hansen of Miami; o son,
Joe Ellis Smith of Contonment;
iwo brothers, Walter Collohon
of Jackson, Miss. ond Clorence.
Caliohan of Mobile, Alo.; three
sisters, Ruth Calichon, Ermo
Brown, and Marie Kendrick oll
of Columbia, Miss. nine grand-

 children ond two greot erand
«children,

“Finerol “Services wil be %"
p.m, Saturday in Kiondike Bop-

fist Church with the Rev. Rob-

_er! E. Lowery, the Rev. Cla¥ton-
Baker, tha Rev. W.E.Pinkerton
and the Rev. J.R. Vasser offici- .

ating,
A sl
moriol Pork Cemetery ewith
McNell-Keyes Fonornl Home
dirccﬂm. s
Active aullbooren wﬂl

C.J.: West - Sr., R.J. Ttowlck.
"John Tisdale, Richard Seorles,
"Fronk Hmrc and R.B. Hnst-
.Ings

. : Honorary no!lboerm wm be»
George vers, E.E. Lond,.
Herbect Ebersolg; Walter Kirk-
.sey, E.E. Ellond ond L.B. Mills,

Pensacola News Journal
Sunday, October 27, 1996

Baptist minister
Smith, 101, dies

By Amie Klanke
News Joumna! staff writor

The Rev.. Andrew M. Smith
spread Geod's word for more than
75 years, even before he became an
ordained Baptist minister in Pen-
sacola.

Wd Friday aftcr a
bout w nia. He was 101.

The Rev. Smith last preached in
May 1994 at Laurciview Baptist.
Church at the age of 99, and was
known for having been rarely seen
without a Bible. -

“The desire of my heart and soul
is to glorify my precious Lord and
to be a blessing to people in this of’
sinful world,” he .told the. News
Journal in March 1994. g

Visitation is 5 to 8 p m. Monday
at fcNeil-
Keyes Funcral
Home at 1380
North ~ Palafox

treet. The fu- A<
neral will be at. .=
11 a.m. Tuesday
at Brownsville
Baptist -Church
at 2601 West
Strong  Street.
Burial.will be-at Smith
Bayview Memorial Park, 3351
Scenic Highway.

Smith is survived by his son, Joe

Ellis ‘Smith of Cantonment; five’

daughters,. Christine Gladden,
Grace Smith, Erma Bishop and
Mary Hamilton of Pensacola and
Martha Hansen of Houston; nine
grandchildren; 21 great-grandchil-

dren and two great-great-grand-

children.
-The Rev. Smith was ordained as a
Baptist minister Oct. 20, 1943, but
.for many years prior to that he.vis-
ited jails, hospitals and nursing

homes, lnlkmg to people and pray-

ingwith them.

The Rev. Smith moved to Pen-..

sacola in 1936 and pastored sever-
al churches in Escambia and Santa
Rosa counties. He said he'd gotten
.the call as a young man but family

responsibilities and time kept lmn :

from puraumg H. \OOH(‘T

Pensacola News Journal
Sunday, October 27, 1996

AM. SMITH

The Rev. A.M. Smith, 101, of
Pensacola died Fnday, October
1996, in a local hospital.

Rev. Smith was a native of New-
ton County, Miss. Mr, Smith had
been a resident of Pensacola since
1938, coming -from Hattiesburg,
Miss. He was a retired ordained
Baptist ‘minister who served as the
pastor of several churches in Pen-
sacola and in Santa Rosa County,
He also was retired as a foreman of
Pensacola Creosote ny.

He'is survived by his son, Joe
Ellis Smith of Cantonment; five
daughtiers, Mrs. Christine Gladden,
Miss Grace Smith, Mrs. Erma Jean
Bishop and Mrs. Mary Jeanelte
Hamiiton, -all of P , and Mrs.
Martha Jewel Hansen of Houston;
me gmnmlmn: 21 greal!-grand-‘

Funeral services wm bo at
11 a.m. Tuesday, Octobe
in the  Brownsville Baplist + Ehurch
with the Rav. John Paulus of

the Rev.

ngurhl b.lnBaycMwMemo-
rial Park Cemetery:

McNEIL-KEYES FUNERAL
NO!&E is In chargs of arrange-
ments. ‘

Friends may caﬂ at the funerat

home from 5 to 8 p.m. Monday. 2

Askod to serve as pallboarerl

. West Sr., John Tis-

dale. O.E. McBﬂde Emest E. Land,
Richard Searles and

ngrpalbmm m! .C.
Paterson, Yonge, ooneth
Cranford, N.L. 'Nob' Jemigan, Ar-
thur Miller, John D, Thomas, Fred:
Williams, William P. Lunsford, Her-
man ‘McCurdy and the Men's Sun-
day School Class S A 1 Depar-
ment, Brownsyille Baptist Church,
Meomorial gifts may be made to
the General Fund, Bmwnsvﬂlo Bap-
tist Church, 2601 W, Strong St,,
Pensacola 32505.




Pensacola News Journal

GRACE SMITH
“e21-2006

1821 in Lux, MS to lzts Rev.
A. Wi. and Clara Smith. She
moved with her family tc Pen-
sacoia in 1837. She was a
gg.éata of Pensacola

ano’ "*'s pastorate at several
Pensa-

s in
death Dy her sister, Christine

cen. She is aiso survived
by numerous nieces and
nechews.

Friends are invited to a visita-
tion with the family at 10 a.m,
Saturday, March 4, followed by
the funaral service at 11 a.m. at
Srownsville Baptist Church;

Rose Lawn Funeral

Homs is in charge of armmange-
ments.

Grace Smith was a daughter of Rev. and Mrs. A.M. Smith.
She reviewed and gave approval for the biographical sketch I wrote about her father
that was later published in The Heritage of Escambia County, Florida.

Per Rev. Joe Gwyn on June 5, 2005, Patsy Folsom (Mrs. David Folsom),
music minister at Heights Baptist Church in Pensacola,
is a granddaughter of Rev. Smith.



Pensacola News Journal
Thu, Mar 16, 1935 -Page 61

MILESTONES -ﬁ“‘

REV. ANDREW M. SMITH

Birthdate: March 18, 1895
Place of birth: Newton County, Miss.
l?lnlﬁ He has six children; nine
Idren, 21 great-grandchildren
md 2 great-great grandchildren. Hu
wife of 60 years, Clara Callahan B
died in 1977.

Occupation: An ordained minister
since 1943, Smith attributes his long
life to dedicating his life to serving the
Lord. Smith was honored by his
church, Brownsville Baptist Church.

— Compiled by Sandra Brown
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| Smith preaches on Sunday, turns

90 on Mbnday

s Shervy S sk bod T SaTH 89
oy i | haren feees i T Laedl | den)
Nengem welvy Po buiei o 1. That'n B

| sssron of mey sivength — B Livsd v

et R bas S el b Tt ew

| e B o W e b s bl

| piE wEE N ke ey ey B

Rt
— T . Ressirem W, iy

iy R

2 [ M athalin anmuact haiildas intarfaibth biae




By DORENE ANGELES
Journal StaM writer

TR CSmEH will celebrate his 90th
bmhllay by pmu'hmg an ew opening sermon Sun-
day at Brownsville Baptist Church

“"I'm planning to preach the messape in the sixth
chapter of Kings, the 17th verse: “And Elisha prayed,
and said, Lord, | pray thee open his eyes that he may

Emil summarizes the sermon he's preparing to
deliver Sunday at the 10.50 Zm worship service.

“"We should pray for God to open our eyes that we
might see, and first that we might see ourselves;
then that we might see God, that we might see the
plan for sharing the Gospel with a lost world, and
finally that the Lord open our eyes that we might see
the glory and the wonder of our eternal home. That's
the outline, We need to pray for a revelation from
(m'|O

Emith resigned from his pastorate in 1967 but not
from his minastry to the sick and elderly. Neatly at-
tired 1n a blue serge, or sometimes gray, business
suit, always wom with white dress shirt and tie, he
rames his smal' leather-bound Bible everywhere he

ll s not lnr show; it's just a characteristic of his."
mith’S unmarned daughter, Grace, who keeps
houu' for her father at their West Jackson Street
home.

The active, alert 90 year-old says he has walked
more miles in his ministry than most preachers have
driven their cars. But the penipatetic Baptist minis-
ter, who has never driven a car, attributes his
longevity neither to his habit of walking nor to his
abstinence from smoking and other unhealthful hab-
its, although he does abstain.

“The thing that has kept me here as long as | have
been is the Lord,” he says. "1 don't know why he has
done it. That's the source of my strength — the Lord.
I've never had but one relative that I've ever heard of
that lived to be as old as | am. He was an uncle, my
daddv s brother

“I've been a churchgoer all my life. Yet. | couldn’t
say | was raised in the church. My father and step-
mother were Primitive Baptists, and there wasn't &
church of that kind where we lived.

&

“I've been a churchgoer all my life. Yet, | couldn’t |
say | was raised in the church My father and step-
mother were Primitive Baptists, and there wasn't &
church of that kind where we lived

“I've read the Bible quite a bit. | couldnt begin to |
say how many times I've read through it For three
years after his wife died in 1977, after & marriage of
60 years, read the Bible through 12 times a
year. "l have read through it twice since January this
year and started on the third time

The Bible-reading retired pastor hesitates when
asked to name a favorite passage: “There's some
Scrnipture that means a lot to me. |'ve always been
reluctant abou! classifying God's word, but First
John, Chapter 3, verses | and 2, is a favorite with
me

He quotes * "Behold what manner of love the Fa-
ther hath bestowed upon us, that we should be
called the sons of God' therefore the world knoweth
us not, because it knew him not. Beloved, now are
we the sons of God. and it doth not yet appear what
we shall be but we know that, when he shall appear,
we shall be like him: for we shall see him as he 15’

“That's so precious to me, it makes me want 1o
say, ‘Hallelujah' EER says with feeling "1 think
God's prople are going to be just like Jesus, robed in
white and clothed in nghteousness ©

Emith began his ministry 3% a "Ly preacher™ a5 a
voung man in Mississippi, where he was born In
1917, he married Clara Calahan, al<o a native Missis
sippian, and their six children were born in Missis-
sippi.

“I came to Pensacola in 1936 to accept a job work-

See SMITH] Page 2D
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Bmith ‘ From Page 1D

ing in the creosote business. The
people running the creosote plant
here used to work at the plant in
Hattiesburg with me. We had just
come out of the Depression a little,
and they wrote and asked me to
take a job here ™

Emith continued working for the
Amencan Creosote Works here,
first as a yard foreman and then as
an inspector, until his retirement in
1965,

On moving to Pensacola, Smill
continued his lay ministry at the
waterfront here. “Another preacher
and | made appointments to have
services. He took me down there to
do the preaching and conduct Sun.
day school lessons. It was known as
the Southside Mission. It later be
came the Eighth Avenue Baptist
Church, and it's the Cedar Lawn
Baptist Church now.”

Through the insistence of the
Baptist minister with whom he
worked as a lay preacher on the wa
terfront, Smith was ordained to the
ministry. He was subsequently
called to the pastorate of Seventh
Avenue Baptist Church, which later
became Central Baptist and is now
El Baptist Church.

later served Hickory Ham-
mock Baptist congregation near
Milton and New Bethel Baptist
Church between Chumuckla and
Jay. He was pastor of Klondike Bap-
tist Church on Mobile Highway
when he resigned from the pastor
ate, but he has continued to be a
minister in the biblical sense of the
word.

Pensacola News Journal
Fri, Mar 15, 1985 -Page 36

For many years, he visited all the
local hospitals and nursing homes
but after taking up residence in the
west side of town. he gradually con
fined his visits to Baptist Hospital
and nursing homes in that vicinity

His walking is now mostly con
fined to the neighborhood, but fami
Iy members and friends drive him
to hospitals and nursing homes,
where he continues to carry faith,
hope and cheer to the sick.

dedicated service has
been lauded by many through the
years, including the Pensacola Rota-
ry Club. This men's service group
bestowed on the tireless minister
the Rotarians’ Active Retiree
Awiard in the 1970s

says he is expecting all six
of his children for an early family
celebration of his 90th birthday on
Saturday night at Adnan's on Mo-
bile Highway His actual birth date
is March 18, 1895

five daughters and one
son, in the order of birth, are Chris-
tine Gladden, staff member in the
registrar’'s office at Pensacola Jun.
jor College: Grace who re.
tired after 32 years as a civil service
employee at the Naval Aerospace
Medical Research Laboratory: Joe
Ellis Cantonment, a long
time employee of the St. Regis Pa-
per Co. and its successor Champion
International; Irma Bishop of Myr-
tle Grove, homemaker: and twins,
Judy Hansen of Miami and Jeanette
Hamilton of Toquepala. Peru
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Church between Chumuckla and
Jay. He was pastor of Klondike Bap-
tist Church on Mobile Highway
when he resigned from the pastor
ate, but he has continued to be a
minister in the biblical sense of the
word.

“I have done more visiting of the
sick than anybody | ever saw or
knew of " says. The friendly
pastor who went from room to
room, floor to floor, carrying his
Bible along with a word of cheer
and a prayer for those who wanted
it was a familhiar figure at the old
Sacred Heart Hospital on 12th Ave
nue.
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time employee of the St. Regis Pa-
per Co. and its successor Champion
International; Irma Bishop of Myr-
tle Grove, homemaker; and twins,
Judy Hansen of Miami and Jeanette
Hamilton of Toquepala, Peru.

warmed up for his birthday
sermon, substituting for the absent
pastor at Klondike Baptist Church
last Sunday, a service he continues
to perform from time to time. The
congregation found their former
Pastor in good spirits and in good
Voice as he preached from the
Scripture that has been his source
of comfort through 90 years
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Golden Anniversary

The Bev)] and Mrs, Andrew M. Smith] 2409 W. Jackson
St., celebrated their 56th wedding anniversary Saturday at
the Providence Baplist Church near Hattiesburg, Miss.
They have five daughters, Mrs. Herbert Gladden, Mrs.

Mrs. Duane Hansen of Miami; and Mrs. Donald Hamilton of

Questa, N. M.{ one son, Joe Ellis S Cantonment; and
nine grandchildren, The Rew! Mr{ Smith [is pastor of Klon-
dike Baptist Church on Mobile Highway.




History of Fort Kissimmee Church
and its Ties to Lorida Baptist Church

Information provided by Ginger Waldron Lewis and Pam Waldron Richards

The present Lorida Baptist Church organized in the small community known
as Fort Kissimmee was located on the Kissimmee River about 25 miles east of Avon
Park, Florida. On August 16, 1911 a missionary, Rev. B. H. Guy, who was
employed by the State Board of Missions, established the Fort Kissimmee Church
with 11 members with one member as a deacon. Of'this group Dora Thomas
Rhymes was the last remaining member who passed away in 1985.

Services were held monthly and the church grew under Rev. Guy until he left
September 12, 1912. The following pastor was Rev. ' A. M. Smith, who was the
pastor at the church until 1914, also held monthly services on Saturday and Sunday
at 11:00am. Rev. J. F. Gill was the next pastor who served until 1922.

In the year 1916, the pastor’s salary was $34.50. A business meeting was held
at each service and members were “turned out” for many reasons, one ofthem being
for missing three consecutive Sundays without a good reason. In addition to church,
Sunday School was held throughout the years and when the roll was called you
answered with a verse of scripture.

From 1922 until January 22, 1928 there is not record ofa Pastor. In the
minutes of January 22, L. E. Harvey was called and ordained by tire Chruch on June
3id. He served until 1929. Collections were for $3.50 to 11.50 for each service. J. E.
Altman was the next Pastor. On November 24, 1933, B. A. Guy, son ofthe first
Pastor, was called and served until April 1, 1934. After him came W. F. Connell,
Alfred Mears and M. M. Martin. During the time Rev. Martin was the pastor, he
also preached at the Lorida church. The first service was held under an oak tree,
down where the Bretheren Homes are located, with about § to 10 people present.
Later, he preached a revival in an empty house located on the property which was
owned by Jimmy Musselwhite. Sometimes after this, both he and Rev. Alfred Mears
conducted a tent revival on the property where Boy Dean now lives. During the
years many were baptized and united with the Fort Kissimmee Church. Also,
somewhere during this time, the church changed from the Missionary to the
Landmark Baptist.


Penny


