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Sloan, Henry served as pastor of First Baptist Church, Basinger and Buckhead Ridge Baptist 

Church, Okeechobee, 1962-1963. 

 



BUCKHEAD RIDGE BAPTIST CHURCH 
0

The Church was founded as a Mission on November 5, 1961.
Melvin Gillis heard a man named Clarence Cottrell on the radio. 

Mr. Gillis then asked Bob Schulz, who worked in the Barber Shop 
with Mr. Cottrell, to ask him to come and preach.

The first service was held on November 5, 1961 in Mr. Gillis 
Boat Building shed with 40 people attending.

On December 12, 1961 the Chapel asked to be sponsored by the 
First Baptist Church of Okeechobee,

The people by unanimous vote here in Buckhead Ridge Baptist 
Chapel petitioned First Baptist Church of Okeechobee, our spon­
soring Church, for permission to constitute into a Southern Bap­
tist Church on April 28, 1974.

On April 10, 1974, the First Chruch of Okeechobee took official 
action granting Buckhead Ridge Chapel permission to constitute 
into a Southern Baptist Church on April 28, 1974 as per their re­
quest. -s.

Former Pastors:
Rev. Clarence Cottrell till June 1962.
Visiting miiti^ters^f±±ied'-the--pulpit each Sunday until. 
Rev, Henry Sloan served August 27,.19~^2 - December 1963.

-Wesley Hamil^ServedDe"cember 15 - March 31, 1968.
Rev. Jasper Barber served as Interim in June 1968.
Rev. Larmer McCullough served July 1968 - August 1969
Rev. Wayne Collin’S was sent from First Church, Okeechobee, served 

October 5, 1969 - December 17, 1975.
•Rev. Bob Bynum- served as interim.
Rev. George Bennett served February 11, 1976 - August 21, 1977.
Rev. Gans Earnest came a interim pastor serving a year. He ac­

cepted the call to serve as Bi-Vocational Pastor October 8, 
1978 and is still serving as Pastor.



 

 
 

 

 



BASINGER FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

r

Basinger First Baptist Church is the oldest 
church in the assonj^wnr^^ccording to the 
first pastor, Rev.^Henry Sloan^ the first 
assembly of the chiirch begS’Twith Sunday School 
in an old store building in 1911. From that, 
they moved into a 20 x 24 foot building which 
had been built by the church, and they started 
holding regular worship services.

Rev. Sloan served the church as pastor for 
approximately seven years. He was followed by 
several others. Rev. Al Jaquith has been the 
pastor since July, 1989.

After a tragic fire destroyed the sanctuary in
March of 1965, the present sanctuary (pictured 
above) was built.

The church parsonage was dedicated in March, 
1989. Bro. Bill Dickinson was the first to 
reside in this building. Now, Bro. Al and 
his family are enjoying the parsonage provided 
by the church.


