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Sledge, William H. (1870-1966) graduated from Wake Forest College and Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary. He served as pastor of First Baptist Church, Miami; Miami Beach Baptist
Church; and West Little River Baptist Church, Miami. He was married to Lillian Sledge.



The History of Little River Baptist Church

Little River Baptist Church, a Southern Baptist Church, was planned in prayer, built on faith,
paid for by sacrifice, and dedicated to the Glory of God and the service of man.

In 1923, a sub-division was begun near the Little River, on what was then known as Everglades
Avenue. Today this is 79th Street. Baptists in this area reallzed the need of a place to worship.
After a census was taken, under the leadership of H. P, Summers, It was determined that approximately
sixty Baptists were interested in a gospel program. A tent was secured through the financial aid of
F. M. Soar. Mr. Summer's son-in-law, Reverend C. R. Lee, was the evangellst for this meeting. As
a result of the prayers and efforts of these and many other Interested Christlans, the Little River
Baptist Church was organized.

The organizational meeting took place in a small portable schoolhouse located on N. W. 77th
Street and Ath Court on the first Sunday in January, 1924, The meeting was conducted by Mr. Alex
Tinsley. Other deacons that were instrumental in the organization were: Mr. J. Garwood and Mr. W. J.
Roach of Stanton Memorial Baptist Church; Mr. S. H. Hennett and Mr. M. B. Plummer of Lemon City
Baptist Church.

Records of the details of the organization were lost in the hurricane of 1926. Those be-
lieved to be the charter members are: Mr. and Mrs. M. B. Plummer; Mr. and Mrs. Stewart Naylor;
Paul and Kathryn Naylor; Mr. James Garwood; Mr. S. H, Hennett; Mr. Alex Tinsley; Mr. J. J. Soar;

Mr. Green Conger; Mr. and Mrs. P. A. Lee; Mr. and Mrs. G. Williams and Reverend C. R. Lee. The
deacons were Mr. Garwood, Mr. Hennett, Mr. M. B. Plummer and Mr. Tinsley.

The first meetings were held in the home of Mr. and Mrs. Naylor. Sunday School began with
twenty-seven members, and Mr. Tinsley was the first superintendent. Mr. Naylor was elected chor-
ister and leader of B.Y.P.U., as the organization was then called. Mr. and Mrs. Plummer were also
Junior B.Y.P.U. leaders and primary Sunday School teachers. Mr. L. C. Coe was made Sunday School
teacher for the young people and Mrs. Plummer served as W.M.U. President.

During these early days the spirit of missions was active in the hearts of these people.
As a result, two missions were started during 1925 and 1926 that later became churches. The First
Baptist Church of North Miami was begun with Reverend Reginald Johnson as pastor and 79th Street
Baptist Church with Reverend Harry Whipple as pastor,

Later an old building was secured where the 79th Street Hotel now stands, which accommodated
the newly organized church for about six weeks. The first building of worship was located on the
corner of N. W. 79th Street and 4th Court. Extra Sunday School rooms were added on each side of
the sanctuary as the church was growing rapidly. An upstalrs room was added for the Men's Bible
Class. These rooms were not structurally sound, so when the hurricane of 1926 struck, the bullding
was demolished.

A garage, owned by Mr. F. M. Soar located at 101 N. W. 79th Street, was donated for Sunday
worship. Seats, made by the members, and stacked outside, were moved into the garage for services.
Since there were not any classrooms, the congregation met In different locations. However, these
inconveniences did not dampen the spirit and determination of the people to proceed with thelr
plan for a church.

With the gift of $1,000 from the Baptist State Board, matching gifts from members, and an
acquisition of the land on the corner of N. W. 77th Street and U4th Court, construction of a new
church was started. During this period, services continued In the Soar garage. Also at this time,
Reverend Lee announced his resignation. Reverend 0. A. Utley of Memphis, Tennessee, was then
called as pastor, and under his ministry, two outstanding revival meetings were conducted. He
was followed by Reverend W. H. Sledge. Then came Reverend J. G. Gunter, who served for over a year,
followed by Dr. W. L. Head, whose pastorate of three months resulted in forty-eight new members.

Dr. J. H. Puddington was then called as pastor. Reverend A. M. Butler served, followed by Reverend
Granville Fisher, under whose leadership revival services were conducted by Reverend Tony Dorris,
brother of Mr. G. C. Dorris, then the Sunday School superintendent.

In 1935, Reverend Carl A. Moberg came from the First Baptist Church of Danla as our pastor.
At this time, the church's membership reached 235 with 100 enrolled in Sunday Schoc! and 50 in
Training Union. Several evangelistic meetings were held under the direction of the following:
Reverend Clifford Lewls of Cleveland; Reverend W. C. Stracener of Riverside Baptist Church; Dr.
W. E. Nowlin, the former President of the State Convention; Dr. William McBernie of Ireland.

During the Business Meeting of October 25, 1935, the church voted unanimously to construct a
Sunday School Annex, valued at $20,000, with the understanding that upon conpletion, it should be
debt free. It was dedicated May 28, 1939. During this same year, under the dlrection of Super-
intendent G. C. Dorris, we were recognized as a Standard Sunday School and led the Miaml Associ-
ation In study course awards, Our Vacation Bible School ranked first In the state as a single
church school. Pinewood and Golden Glades missions were started and later, both became churches.
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Stanton Memorini Baptist.

Bunday school, 9:30 a. m. Preaching
service, 11:00 a. m. and 7:30 p. -
B. Yh I'- Uu E::'ﬂ’ P M. Thﬂ l“.ﬁ\'- .&?;
H. Sledge will preach both _raorning
and evening The Hev. W. H. Sledeel
Is ar evangelist for o
board. He served as a Chaplain in
the World War in Franee, lis last
pastorase was In Macon, Ga.

Cornl Gables Congregational,
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Sledge N amed
Baptist Pastor

POMPANO BEACH.—The Rev.|

W. H. Sledge of Miami has been
named temporary pastor of the
Pompano Beach First Baptist
church to succeed the Rev. Char-|
les W. Smith whose resignation

became effective last Sunday,

The Rev. and Mrs. Smith will
leave the city Wednesday morn-
ing for Swannanoa, N. C., where
the Rev. Mr. Smith will serve as
pastor of the First Baptist church|
there. {

Approximately 300 new mem-
bers have joined the local church
since the Reverend Smith came
here four and a half years ago.
Sunday night he and Mrs. Smith
were honored guests at a farewell
party at the church attended by
members, the Rev. and Mrs. A, A.
Almand, pastor of the local
Methodist church, and & number
of members from the latter
church.
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‘Denominational Growth ' |
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E. A. King ‘
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SUPPLY PASTOR

Miami Beach Baptists.
was elected pastor recently.

April 1, 1927,

y  ehurch is growing rapldly.

_building on Linero

RECEIVES CALL
‘Rev. Sledge Chosen To Lead

Rev., W. H. Eledrs, supply pastor
of the MIaml Heach Baptist church,
The
church has grown steadlly under his
supervision mince its orgenization

‘The Sunday school wlill have a rally
today, each class presenting a mu-
sieal or eduocational feature. The
* | Baptiat Young People’s Union of the

ing on Uollins ave,

It was doring the =ame vear, 1926
thar a small group of Daptisis begzan
to  hold meetines in the Aladdin
tmildinz. Altan and Lineoln roads.’
FF'or a few months their pulpit was
supplied hy a vieifinz minister, Ther
mnverd vore sanp ta the PReanr Art

In road where the

|Rev. W. H. Sledzel began regular|®
preaching services. The church now |
meets in the elementary school build-|
ing on Washington ave, 1t was Marchn |
10, 1929, that this same group broke!
ground for a new building on Sheri-




The Miami News (Miami, Florida)

29 Nov 1947, Sat
Page 9

E'Roy lee-Ba'rron

New
prdnlnedmthe ullml

'&ln at 3 p. m. tomorrow, at

the ‘Rev. W._H_ Sl:dm‘acﬂn‘

' HshamﬁematChlpoh'

na, and will serve

chaplain of the tuber-
h::tq-u hospital at

amm his studies at the

tomwwlllha .B-_w
moden

and pastor of the Sameruk |

P

S VE LI TIPSR RO Gl BY.
|ster, : at
a meeypg at Cen church. by
ap m epm-)

e a




The Miami News (Miami, Florida)
09 Sep 1950, Sat
Page2

——— e - ——

West Little River Baptist
Celebrates Anniversary

By PEG LEITHISER
Mined Dally News Seaff Writer

Celebration of a quarter of a century of service will be held
tomorrow by West Little River Baptist church, 7988 NW 23rd ave.
The Rev. J. Robert Cockrell, pastor of the church, has an-
mwﬁu:“ the occasion will be a home-coming, with some of
‘s former organizers returning to the it as guests

to join in_ t}r celebration.- o -

-— e e e ————

The Rev. Charles, Lee, who,

’tbe area started in 1926 year of
when he was r of Little th® famous hurricane. Among
River Baptist church, sent mis- who worked then were tne !
sionaries to begin the work in Rev. Charles Lee, the pastor,
West Little River, will olhc:ally‘"r' and Mrs. Luke McClam, Mr. |
open the celebration when he as. 20d Mrs. L. M. Griffin. Mr. and
sumes the pulpit at 11 a. m. Also| MrS. R. E. Lee and Miss Rosalie |
on the platform as preacher of | Muns, all still living.
the sermon will be the Rev. W | After a time of meetings held|
H. Sledge. one of the church’'s in private homes andtbusiness!

former pastors.

e Tawman k-1 Domana

places, a small tabernacle was
built, and the church was active. |

Dr. James B. Rogers of ‘buiit, and the church was active.

Queens Park church, and mod-

erator of the Miami Baptist as-

sociation at the time of the or-
anization of West Little River
aptist, will also be present.

Then the devastating hurricane

|razed the church, and a tent was |

erected, with purchase made
later on four lots. In October,|
1927 the church was formally or- |
ganized, and November saw

The Rev. Mr. Cockrell has 1e- election of the first pastor, the!

rted that the home-coming is
Being used fo aunch 8 savax
you-go building fund pregram to
insure completion of the firs*
unit, the auditorium of the new
church, already begun on T79th
st. and 23rd ave.

A basket dinner, served in the
cafeteria of West Little River
elementary school, will follew

the 11 a. m. service. A duet w.ll
be sung by Iwo SISIers, mrs.

Harry L. Griffin and Miss Nel.c
Hilliard.
First missionaries to preach in

L

‘the Rev. Mr. Cockrell, for
facilities.

Rev. B. B. Blitch.

i Tha rhurech coantinuad ta orow

The church continued to grow,
and the members of the congre-|
gation, in 1927, constructed an-|
other building. Addition was|
made in 1929, and in 1938 a bap-|
tistry was added. In 1940 con-
struction was completed on tne|
present educational builaing. Ad-|
ditional lots have been pir-
chased, commensurate with the

BV AL VA AT L waiga e saves

The present pastor auumed‘;

his duties at the church in 194a. '
Since that time a parsonage nas |,

'been built, and an organ pur-|
chased. A church constitution

- has heen recentlv adnnted. and '
The present pastor assumea
his duties at the church in 194a.
Since that ime a parsonage nas|
been built, and an organ pur-|
chased. A church constitution
| has been recently adopted, and'
' the need is now great, reports

large.
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Tahernacle Revival.—The Hev., E.
H. Rice, pastor of the Allapattah
Baptist Tabernacle, N. W. Seaven-
teonth avenue and Thirty-third street,
announced yesterday that the Revw,
W _H_ Slodes, evangelist from Louls-
VvIlTE, KV, Who s spending the winter
in Miaml, will assist him Iin a two-

= e B e e

{ wenks' revival which is to begin next |

| Sunday morning. Only one service
will be held each day, at 7:30 p. m.

Mrs. Frank A, Keene will direct the |

music,

The Miami Herald (Miami, Florida)
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Rev. W. H. Sleﬂggi-.
Ex-Baptist Minister

Services for the Rev. Wil-
liam H. Sledzge. 96. of 4340 SW
10th St. will be at 330 p.m.
Friday at Van Orsdel Coral
Gables Chapel. He died Friday.

He came to Miami from Ma-
con. Ga. in 1926 after he re-
tired. He was a Baptist minis-
ter.

He was graduated from
Wake Forest College 1n 1894,

Survivors include his wife,
lLallian.
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Chufch Marks
25th Year at

Beach Sunday

Marking its 25th anniversary,
Miami Beach First Baptist has
planned a day full of activities
for —_—

Rev. W, H. Sledge, first pastor
of the church, and several other
former pastors will be on hand
for the celebration. The other for-

mer pastors are Dr. J. Max Cook,
Dr. Hugh Ellis, Rev. C. A. Mo-
berg and Dr. Morris Peterson,

Dr. Cook, who was pastor for
the longest period, will speak
at the 7:45 p. m, service,

Rev, Maurice Fain, the present
pastor, will preach at the 10:45
a. m. service which will be fol-
lowed by an anniversary banquet
in the patio.

Dr. James W, Parrish, president
of the Florida Baptist Convention,
will speak for the 2 p. m. cere-
mony when the history of the
church is reviewed.
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First Baptist Of Miami Beach

, Their ‘Backvard’
Is Mission Field

First Baptist Church of Miami Beach, 2816 Sheridan Ave.,
follows the Biblical command “to go into all the world and
preach the Gospel

And its mission program begins right in its own back yard
— the hotels and motels of the famed Vacationland.

Each day the Rev. L. Vernon Sisco, pastor, conducts a
Bible class in a hotel, motel or home, promoting good will
anid fellowship among the residents and visitors alike.

He is assisted by the Rev. Jose Reyes, formerly of Havana,
Spanish pastor at the church, who teaches classes in Spanish.
Rev' Reyes also preaches to Spanish-speaking people at Sun-
day worship services while Rev, Sisco preaches in English,

At present, 21 Bible classes are in operation with the
goal set at 100 by the first of the ycar,

Situated in a community of changing population, First
Baptist Church of Miami Beach is visited each Sunday by
people from many states and countries.

The church was started in 1928 by the late Rev! B.C. Hen-
ning. First services were held in a store building. It was
tormally organized early in 1938 with less than 50 members.
Today there are almost 400 names on the roll.

The first building, now an educational building and
junior auditorium, was erected shortly after the organiza-
tion of the church. The present sanctuary which adjoins the
former building, was erected In 1957,

The church has had five pastors — The Rev. W. H. Sledge.
Dr. John M. Cook, Dr. Hugh Ellis, the Rev! Maurice Fain, who
has returned to the New Orleans Seminary for further study,
and Rev. Sisco, a native of Tennessee, who came to the
church a year ago this month from Flint, Mich,
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| Birthday
Services

: Planned

| Sunday will be Homecoming

The Rev. C. M. Russell,

A%=

‘sistant pastor of Central Bap-

' tist church, will preach the an-

 Day for Melrose Heights Bnp-:

‘tist church, which will cele-
'brate its 20th year of service

1o residents of the uninmrpor—’
“trian- | |

ated DMelrose Heights
|gle” with an anniversary ser-
[ mon at the morning service.

Then will come a picnic and
program during the alternoon,
and a special memorial pro-
evam during the Training Un-
1on hour at 6:45 p.m.

The Rev. (. M. Russell

— g —— =

| Tt was during the Rev. Duck-
ett's ministry that the Mission
was consituted as 2 church on

A%«

niversary sermon, He was one

‘of the original deacons of the

Melrose Mission, which was or- |
ganized by members of Central
Baptist church as a Sunday
School on April 7, 1940,

Guests of honor at the an-
niversary services will include
the first full-time pastor of
the Mission, the Kev, Frank A.
| Keene, his successor, the Hey,

Rex B, Duckett, and the pres-
ent pastor, the Rev. James M.
Sihole, '

Recognition will be given tn
three other pastors who served
the Mission in the early days

— the Rev. W. H. Sledge, who |

preached the first sermon, and
|the Rev,
'Rev, Fred Tittle who supplied |
the pulpit until the naming ot |
a pastor.

Kirk Brown and the |

(
§

Jan, 22, 1952, The first service I

in the present building at 3200 1

)

NW 32nd Ave. was held on \

J une 7. 1953.

mesmbemslac s Soimtadlueam dla

1

A pantomime depicting the
early history of the church will
be presented during the Train.
ing Union hour under the di-
rection of Harold Winegarden,
‘TU director. Mrs. Ruth Fuller
will serve as narrator. 1-
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tion of the Rev. Char-
les W. Smith as the pastor of the
First Baptist church of Pompano
Beach has been accepted by the
congregation, it was announced
today. The resignation was prof-
fered Sunday by the Rev. Smith,
who will leave today to accept
the pastorate of the First Bap-
tist church of Swannanoa, N.C,
He will be succeeded at the
Pompano Beach church by the
Rev. W. H. Sledge of Miami.

The Miami Herald (Miami, Florida)

28 Jul 1929, Sun

Page22 |
Miam! Beach Baptists began their

work under the guidance of Rev. W;|

H. Sledge, He recently resigned because

of ill health, Rev, O. W. Garland h*!

temporary psastor »

Tradar tha laafMarvahifh ~Af Dav Fr m
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BEACH BAPTISTS
TO DISCUSS SITE

Plans for purchase of a site anf
the erection of a new church building
will be discussed by members of the
Miami Beach Baptist church follow-
ine the services at 11 a. m. Sunday.
et pastor, said Fri-
day.

The congregation is now meeting in
a small room at T21 Lincoln road,
which is inadequate. A new building
i= needed immediately, he said. 1

Selection of the site will be an-
nounced following the Sunday ser-
vices. |




WPA Transcript

MIAMI BEACH BAPTIST CHURCH, 1927-1933, 1935--. 2816 Sheridan Ave., Miami Beach,
Dade County.

Constituted 1927. First services held in home of Mrs. W.E. Norton, 2474 Prairie Ave., Miami
Beach; then in building, 719 Lincoln Road, 1927-29, when present white, rectangular, one story,
concrete block, title roof building was erected. Inactive 1933-35 when services were again held.
Present membership, 46. Active organizations, Sunday School and Baptist Training Union. First
settled pastor, Rev. W.H. Sledge, 1927-30; Wake Forest College, Wake Forest, North Carolina;
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville, Ky. Present pastor, Rev. J. Max Cook, 1936-
-, 2816 Sheridan Ave., Miami Beach; Young L.G. Harris College, Young Harris, Ga., Vanderbilt
University, Nashville, Tenn. See "Ninth Anniversary" author unknown, dated April 12, 1936, in
Church News, also, Miami Beach Baptist Church, by R.A. Harris, found in "Church and Sunday
School Guide," Dec. 1936.

CONVENTION CHURCH RECORD, CHURCH MINUTES AND RECORDS, 1926-1933,
1935--, 3 vols. Showing minutes of meetings, baptisms, deaths, financial reports.

UNIVERSITY COMPOSITION BOOK: MIAMI BEACH BAPTIST CHURCH OFFICE
RECORD OF MEMBERS RECEIVED, 1936-37, 1 vol. Showing members by baptism, letter
dates.

PARAMOUND DUPLEX ALPHABETICAL CHURCH TREASURER€@S RECORD NO. 1:
CHURCH FINANCIAL RECORDS, 1935-36, 1 vol. Showing receipts, disbursements.

(CHURCH VISITOR€S REGISTERED, 1935--, 2 vols. Showing visitor€s name, address,
church.

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL BOARD@S IMPROVED SIX POINT RECORD BOOK NO. 7,
1938--, 4 vols. Showing records according to Six Point Record System.

CLASS CARD; SUNDAY SCHOOL RECORDS, 1938--, 2 cards. Showing records according to
Six Point Record System.
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