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Sledge, William H. (1870-1966) graduated from Wake Forest College and Southern Baptist 

Theological Seminary. He served as pastor of First Baptist Church, Miami; Miami Beach Baptist 

Church; and West Little River Baptist Church, Miami. He was married to Lillian Sledge. 



The History of Little River Baptist Church

Little River Baptist Church, a Southern Baptist Church, was planned in prayer, built on faith, 
paid for by sacrifice, and dedicated to the Glory of God and the service of man.

In 1923, a sub-division was begun near the Little River, on what was then known as Everglades 
Avenue. Today this is 79th Street. Baptists In this area realized the need of a place to worship. 
After a census was taken, under the leadership of H. P. Summers, it was determined that approximately 
sixty Baptists were Interested in a gospel program. A tent was secured through the financial aid of 
F. M. Soar. Mr. Summer's son-in-law, Reverend C. R. Lee, was the evangelist for this meeting. As 
a result of the prayers and efforts of these and many other Interested Christians, the Little River 
Baptist Church was organized.

The organizational meeting took place In a small portable schoolhouse located on N. W. 77th 
Street and l<th Court on the first Sunday in January, ig21l. The meeting was conducted by Mr. Alex 
Tinsley. Other deacons that were instrumental in the organization were: Mr. J. Garwood and Mr. W. J. 
Roach of Stanton Memorial Baptist Church; Mr. S. H. Hannett and Hr. M. B. Plummer of Lemon City 
Baptist Church.

Records of the details of the organization were lost in the hurricane of 1926. Those be­
lieved to be the charter members are: Hr. and Mrs. M. B. Plummer; Mr. and Hrs. Stewart Naylor; 
Paul and Kathryn Naylor; Mr. James Garwood; Mr. S. H, Hennett; Mr. Alex Tinsley; Mr. J. J. Soar; 
Mr. Green Conger; Mr. and Mrs. P. A. Lee; Mr. and Mrs. G. Williams and Reverend C. R. Lee. The 
deacons were Mr. Garwood, Mr. Hennett, Mr. M. B. Plummer and Mr. Tinsley.

The first meetings were held in the home of Mr. and Mrs. Naylor. Sunday School began with 
twenty-seven members, and Mr. Tinsley was the first superintendent. Mr. Naylor was elected chor­
ister and leader of B.Y.P.U., as the organization was then called. Mr. and Mrs. Plummer were also 
Junior B.Y.P.U. leaders and primary Sunday School teachers. Mr. L. C. Coe was made Sunday School 
teacher for the young people and Mrs. Plummer served as W.M.U. President.

During these early days the spirit of missions was active in the hearts of these people. 
As a result, two missions were started during 1925 and 1926 that later became churches. The First 
Baptist Church of North Miami was begun with Reverend Reginald Johnson as pastor and 79th Street 
Baptist Church with Reverend Harry Whipple as pastor.

Later an old building was secured where the 79th Street Hotel now stands, which accommodated 
the newly organized church for about six weeks. The first building of worship was located on the 
corner of N. W. 79th Street and kth Court. Extra Sunday School rooms were added on each side of 
the sanctuary as the church was growing rapidly. An upstairs room was added for the Men's Bible 
Class. These rooms were not structurally sound, so when the hurricane of 1926 struck, the building 
was demolished.

A garage, owned by Mr. F. M. Soar located at 101 N. W. 79th Street, was donated for Sunday 
worship. Seats, made by the members, and stacked outside, were moved into the garage for services. 
Since there were not any classrooms, the congregation met In different locations. However, these 
inconveniences did not dampen the spirit and determination of the people to proceed with their 
plan for a church.

With the gift of $1,000 from the Baptist State Board, matching gifts from members, and an 
acquisition of the land on the corner of N. W. 77th Street and kth Court, construction of a new 
church was started. During this period, services continued In the Soar garage. Also at this time, 
Reverend Lee announced his resignation. Reverend 0. A. Utley of Memphis, Tennessee, was then 
called as pastor, and under his ministry, two outstanding revival meetings were conducted. He 
was followed by Reverend W. H. Sledge. Then came Reverend J. G. Gunter, who served for over a year, 
followed by Dr. W. L. Head, whose pastorate of three months resulted in forty-eight new members. 
Or. J. H. Puddington was then called as pastor. Reverend A. H. Butler served, followed by Reverend 
Granville Fisher, under whose leadership revival services were conducted by Reverend Tony Dorris, 
brother of Mr. G. C. Dorris, then the Sunday School superintendent.

in 1935, Reverend Carl A. Moberg came from the First Baptist Church of Danla as our pastor. 
At this time, the church's membership reached 235 with 100 enrolled in Sunday School and 50 In 
Training Union. Several evangelistic meetings were held under the direction of the following: 
Reverend Clifford Lewis of Cleveland; Reverend W. C. Stracener of Riverside Baptist Church; Dr. 
W. E. Nowlin, the former President of the State Convention; Dr. William McBernie of Ireland.

During the Business Meeting of October 25, 1935, the church voted unanimously to construct a 
Sunday School Annex, valued at $20,000, with the understanding that upon conpletlon, It should be 
debt free. It was dedicated May 28, 1939. During this same year, under the direction of Super­
intendent G. C. Dorris, we were recognized as a Standard Sunday School and led the Miami Associ­
ation in study course awards. Our Vacation Bible School ranked first In the state as a single 
church school. Pinewood and Golden Glades missions were started and later, both became churches.
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WPA Transcript 

MIAMI BEACH BAPTIST CHURCH, 1927-1933, 1935--. 2816 Sheridan Ave., Miami Beach, 
Dade County.  
 
Constituted 1927. First services held in home of Mrs. W.E. Norton, 2474 Prairie Ave., Miami 
Beach; then in building, 719 Lincoln Road, 1927-29, when present white, rectangular, one story, 
concrete block, title roof building was erected. Inactive 1933-35 when services were again held. 
Present membership, 46. Active organizations, Sunday School and Baptist Training Union. First 
settled pastor, Rev. W.H. Sledge, 1927-30; Wake Forest College, Wake Forest, North Carolina; 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville, Ky. Present pastor, Rev. J. Max Cook, 1936-
-, 2816 Sheridan Ave., Miami Beach; Young L.G. Harris College, Young Harris, Ga., Vanderbilt 
University, Nashville, Tenn. See "Ninth Anniversary" author unknown, dated April 12, 1936, in 
Church News, also, Miami Beach Baptist Church, by R.A. Harris, found in "Church and Sunday 
School Guide," Dec. 1936.  
 
CONVENTION CHURCH RECORD, CHURCH MINUTES AND RECORDS, 1926-1933, 
1935--, 3 vols. Showing minutes of meetings, baptisms, deaths, financial reports.  
 
UNIVERSITY COMPOSITION BOOK: MIAMI BEACH BAPTIST CHURCH OFFICE 
RECORD OF MEMBERS RECEIVED, 1936-37, 1 vol. Showing members by baptism, letter 
dates.  
 
PARAMOUND DUPLEX ALPHABETICAL CHURCH TREASURER�S RECORD NO. 1: 
CHURCH FINANCIAL RECORDS, 1935-36, 1 vol. Showing receipts, disbursements.  
 
(CHURCH VISITOR�S REGISTERED, 1935--, 2 vols. Showing visitor�s name, address, 
church.  
 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL BOARD�S IMPROVED SIX POINT RECORD BOOK NO. 7, 
1938--, 4 vols. Showing records according to Six Point Record System.  
 
CLASS CARD; SUNDAY SCHOOL RECORDS, 1938--, 2 cards. Showing records according to 
Six Point Record System. 
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