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Sledge, R. R. (1907-1970) was a native of Kentucky. He served as pastor of Hardeetown Baptist 

Church, 1944-1945. Sledge and his wife, Vera Kelly Sledge, had five children. 



resignation was unanimously voted down" and that "pastor’s salary was 
raised from $200 to $300 or more per year." How much longer Rev. Martin 
stayed is not clear.

The pastor who followed Rev. Martin was a man named Thompson. There 
are no records available of church activities during his pastorate. Rev. 
R. R. Burke was called November 7, 1926. During the tenure of Rev. Burke 
the carbide light and a church bell were obtained.

Rev. Chapin was called to "serve the church" temporarily for two 
Sunday afternoons a month. He was called as regular pastor on October 
28, 1928. The records for 1926-44 are almost non-existentj therefore, 
this section of the history will be sketchy. Rev. R. M. Stanley served 
as pastor, as did Rev. Horace McElroy, during these years. Rev. McElroy 
served from the Fall of 1933 until the Fall of 1934.

Rev. J. C. Knight followed Rev. McElroy and is reported as pastor 
of Hardeetown in the Minutes of Harmony Baptist Association in 1936, 1937 
1938, and 1939. Rev. Knight also served three other churches in Harmony 
Association at the same time. They were all quarter-time.

Rev. U. W. Rollins is listed as pastor of Hardeetown in the Associa­
tion Minutes of 1940, 1941 and 1942. Rev. Rollins was ordained at 
Hardeetown Baptist Church on July 9, 1940. So far as can be determined, 
Rev. Rollins was the first pastor to be ordained at Hardeetown. The 
church went half-time during Rev. Rollins’ ministry.

The Associational Minutes of 1943 lists as pastor of the church 
Rev. T. J. Ellis. During his pastorate, two men were ordained as 
Deacons. They were Bro. Tyson and Bro. Charlie McElroy.

The Annual Meeting of Harmony Baptist Association met at Hardeetown 
Baptist Church on October 22, 1941.

R. R. Sledge was called to pastor the church on December 5, 1944, 
and served until August 9, 1945. E. C. Lerch is listed as pastor in the 
Associational Minutes of 1946. Rev, Caines was called on November 1, 
1946 and remained less than a year, until October 5, 1947. The church 
reported its first Bible School in the 1947 Minutes of Harmony Baptist 
Association. It remained without a pastor until March 28, 1948, when 
Rev, H, H. Long was called. He stayed little more than a year, resign­
ing on July 3. 1949.

In September, 1949, the church called Rev. Bob Barwick, a Stetson 
student, and under his leadership began to reclaim some of its vigor of 
pre-war days. In October, 1951, it voted to go full-time. On January 
4, 1953, Albert Goss, L. H. Arrington and B. T. Etheredge were elected 
as Deacons. As the church began to grow, the people began to talk about 
a church pastorium. The property on which the pastorium stands was 
given by Mr. Hogue. The men set their sails and went to work. By the 
winter of 1953, the pastorium was completed. Pastor Barwick resigned in 
the Spring of 1954 and Rev. W. K. Brown was called March 27, 1954.

Under the leadership of Rev. Brown and some of the laymen, there 
was an attempt to revive the Training Union which had not existed since 
B.Y.P.U. in the early history of the church. They were not ready to 
take the necessary action and this was not accomplished until later. 
In September, 1954, the six-point record system was adopted for the 
Sunday School. Rev, Brown resigned on March 6, 1955.

The next man called was destined to remain longer than any other 
had. Rev. 0. B. Hayman came to be pastor on May 8, 1955. The church 
voted to organise the Training Union on October 1, 1955. B« T. Etheredge 
Was elected the Director.

The church moved into the first new unit of Sunday School rooms on 
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