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Sledge, James J. (-2024) served as pastor of Wildwood Baptist Church, Bartow, 1965-1970; New Home
Baptist Church, Tampa and Pine Grove Baptist Church, Tampa. He and his wife, Betty Sledge
had three daughters.
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James J. Sledge, Sixth Pastor, 1965 - 1970

Reverend James J. Sledge became the sixth pastor of Wildwood Baptist
Church in 1965, serving four years and nine months. They also lived in the
old Pastorium now used as the Church office. He and wife Betty have three
daughters, Gloria, Anita, and Ruthanne. During this time the Wildwood Bap-
ist Church sponsored a Mission on Clower Street called Wildwood mission
hat became a church and changed its name to Lake Ruth Baptist Church.
Lake Ruth continues to thrive to this day. While Reverend James J. Sledge served
as pastor of Wildwood Baptist Church they were presented a gift of their first air
onditioner for the sanctuary by Bartow Electronics owner Buck Lyle.

Reverend James J. Sledge and his wife Betty are retired and Betty is teaching a Sunday
School class of 42 now. They reside at 1918 Shawnee Trail, Lakeland, Florida, 33808-2154.

Ralph Thomas, Seventh Pastor, 1971 - 1973

Ralph Thomas, the Seventh pastor of Wildwood Baptist Church, served for two years and
- eight months beginning in January 1971. He died with cancer while serving as pastor at Lake
Ship Baptist Church in Winter Haven, Florida.

Johnny Livingston, Eighth Pastor, 1974 - 1975

Johnny Livingston, the eighth pastor of Wildwood Baptist Church, was pastor in 1974
when the dream was realized and the new pastorium was built. The Lord had blessed
Wildwood with a new pastorium that would be adequate for any size family for a long time
to come. For $32,800 the church had a stucco-brick block home with four bedrooms, three
baths, large family room, garage, and screened patio.
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Florida Baptist Pastors have a tremendous legacy to follow. You serve in fields were many seeds were sown long before

you arrived. God has used many mighty men throughout the Sunshine State for His glory and countless lives have been
altered for eternity through the ministry of Pastors. We pause now to reflect on our Christian heritage and the men that
have gone before us. The following is a listing of Pastors who were called home over the last year to their eternal reward.

Hershel Adams | Emerald Coast Association | Retired AMS

Carlos Armenteros | Iglesia Bautista Manantial De Vida, Miami | Retired Pastor
Elwood Baker | Felmington, Micanopy | Retired Pastor

Arthur Beal | Greenville, Monticello | Former Pastor

Joe Boatwright | Aloma, Winter Park | Former Pastor

Charles Bradshaw | Mt. Pleasant, Milton | Former Pastor

Larry Brister | Inmanuel, Fort Lauderdale | Pastor

Michael “Mickey” Burroughs | First, New Port Richey | Former Interim Pastor
John Cates | Englewood, First | Pastor

Lamar Clark | Flat Creek, Chatahoochee | Worship Leader

Bill Coffman | Westview, Sanford | Former Pastor

James “Harold” Davis | Immanuel, Bowling Green | Pastor

Gary Durham | Fellowship, Ocala | Pastor

Luc Andre Fleurestil | Fraternity, Miami | Associate Pastor

James Fortinberry | South Conway Road, Orlando | Former Pastor
Jerry Gesell | New River, Brooker | Former Associate Pastor
Warren Gilmore | James Street, Milton | Pastor Emeritus

Charl Griffin | Emmanuel, Crestview | Former Associate Pastor
Lawrence Hicks | Neptune Road, Kissimmee | Pastor

Jerald Hicks | Powers Drive, Orlando | Pastor

Julian (Gene) Hodges | Youngstown, Youngstown | Former Pastor
Zachery Hudson | Rebirth, Tampa | Pastor

Elwood Jeffries | Church at the Cross, Orlando | Former Associate Pastor
Julien Joachin | Grace Haitian, Orlando | Pastor

James Johnson | Pleasant Ridge, Defuniak Springs | Former Pastor
Sandy Kemp | Sonshine, Ocala | Pastor

Thomas Kinchen | Baptist University of Florida | Former President
David Lathrem, JR | St. James City, First | Former Pastor

AD Lenoir | Westview, Miami | Pastor

LeRoy Lewis | San Mateo, First | Retired Pastor

John Marshall | Celebration, Tallahassee | Former Associate Pastor
Joe McLendon | Panama City, First, Youngstown | Pastor

Charles Miles | Forest, Fort McCoy | Former Pastor

Chris Millett | Waterstone, Longwood | Associate Pastor

Bob Parker | True Life, Melbourne | Founding Pastor

Raymond Payne | Bell Shoals, Brandon | Former Associate Pastor
Tom Pieper | Grand Island, Grand Island | Former Associate Pastor
Ralph Rodriguez | Evangelism at New Testament Baptist Church, Miami | Associate Pastor
Juan Rojas | Iglesia Bautista Nazaret, Miami | Former Pastor
Raynald Saint-Juste | Palm Springs, Haitian | Pastor

Guy Sanders | New Port Richey, First | Former Pastor

James Sledge | Wildwood, Bartow | Former Pastor

Ron Smith, JR | Waterstone, Longwood | Lead Pastor

Mark Spradley | Athens, Lake City | Pastor

Andrew Strachan | North Dunedin, Dunedin | Pastor

John “Jack” White | Zolfo Springs, First | Former Pastor

Kenneth White | Donald Ross, Palm Beach Gardens | Pastor
Randy Wilson | Faith Family, Jacksonville | Former Pastor

This list of names reflects individuals that the Florida Baptist Convention has been made aware of.
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