
Florida Baptist Historical Society Biography Collection  

This link provides the specific resource information which 
documents and undergirds the biographical resource 
information on a specific Florida Baptist pastors, church staff or 
significant laity leaders. 

The link you have chosen connects to the specific individual's resource files 

that provide the basis for information which the Historical Society has used 

to develop the respective biographical profile. The sources attached may 

include copies of articles gleaned from back issues of the Florida Baptist 

Witness and other news publications. Other resources include books, 

historical journal articles and church histories that are cited as 

documentation for the biography. 

Visit our website at FloridaBaptistHistory.org 
 
 

Skinner, J. E. served as pastor of churches in Tennessee and Florida including Palm Avenue 

Baptist Church, Tampa, 1912-1913.  
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Plant that will cost about $75,000. Today they 
r'hoast of 687 members and are doing a splendid 
jwork. In connection with their regular work, 
'they have charge of a live mission. The follbw- 
iing ministers have served this church: Revs. J. 
?N. Thompson, S. C. Sloan, J. F. Russell, J. C. 

azee, A. E. Albritton and the present pastor, L. 
\ A. Rawls, who is a full-blooded Florida Cracker, 

but he has held pastorates in Florida and Geor­
gia.

PALM AVENUE
? Palm .Avenue Baptist Church, Florida, and 

' avenues, was organized February, 1, 1900, 
ywith 76 members. The church soon outgrew the 
^Original building and in 1912 completed the pres­
ent church house. The following men have 

jprvAd aF pastors: CH. Nash, W. J. Bolin, A. S. 
'ettiej^J? E. Skinne?^ W. C. Golden and the in- 
umbenTTA'. M. -Bennett.

During the last three years, under the leader- 
dp of Dr. Bennett, the church has had a most 
arvelous growth.
The membership has increased from 618 to 1,-

300 and the Sunday school has .grown to an en- 
•ollment of over .1,500 and several times the at­

tendance has passed the 1,000 mark. More than 
“,000 members have been added to the church 
^during the past three years. This church has 
^charge of three missions: The West Tampa 

” 7s, under the direction of Mr. Jack Berry;
Iain Street, under H.-W. Cornett, and Twenty- 

second Aavenue, under the leadership of B. F. 
owen. These are located in growing sections 

of the city and will no doubt soon be churches.

BUFFALO AVENUE BAPTIST CHURCH
5 The Buffalo Avenue Baptist church of this city 

game into being through the untiring missionary ef­
orts of the Palm Avenue Baptist ■ church, when on 

arch 10th; 19Q7, a mission was organized on Buffalo 
gyehiie, one block east of Nebraska Avenue.

The first house, a small building, was erected in 
^tober, 1916. Up to this time the services of the •• 
Mission were held under the trees.

On October 24th, 1916, a Council was called to con- 
ider the advisability of organizing a permanent church 
rganization.
The Council recommended that a church be organ* 

ed and a call was made for the presentation of Mem- 
rship by letter when thrity-six brethren and sisters 

presented letters to constitute the Charter Membership 
of the church. \

On October 31st, 1916, the church in Conference 
^elected Rev. W. G. Doyle, its first pastor and Bro.

F. Fisher its first deacon. On November Sth. 1916, 
Rev. W. G. Doyle preached his first sermon in the 
Buffalo Avenue Baptist church.
i Rev. W. G. Doyle, the first pastor of this church, 
Served faithfully and for two years, presented his res­

ignation in August, 1918, which the church reluctantly 
cepted.
Bro. Doyle was succeeded by Rev. J. M. Lewis, who 

Continued as pastor for four years, having resigned in^. 
September, 1923, tn accept the church at Fort Pierce, 

orida.
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During the pastorate of Bro. Lewis the church out­
grew the small building on East Buffalo Avenue and 
a new location was secured on the corner of Buffalo 
and Stowell Avenues, where the present building now 
stands, which has already become Inadequate to meet 
the demands of this rapidly developing section of the 
city.

In September. 1923, Rev. W. N. Swain was called 
to the pastorate of this church. Under his ministry 
the church has had a marvelous growth. Nearly three 
hundred members have been received, and the finances 
of the church under the Budget System have more 
than doubled. Plans have been made for a new mod­
ern church building to cost approximately fifty to 
sixty thousand dollars. This church maintains a 
thriving mission on the corner of Louisiana and Pow­
ell Avenues. Later a mission building will be erected 
on a lot 100x107 on Louisiana Avenue between 16th 
and 17th Streets, that was purchased by the City mis­
sion board this summer. There are some funds al­
ready on hand for the erecting of this building.

The church has a splendid Bible school under the 
able leadership of Supt. H. C. Stringfellow with an 
able corps of assistants and teachers. It also main­
tains an active W. M. U. under the able leadership of 
Mrs. L. H. Hale. There are in its Auxiliary Organi­
zation five B. Y. P. U’s. doing splendid work. This 
chtirch how has a membership of four hundred and 
fifty, and with wise leadership, it is destined to become 
one of the leading churches of the city.

THE “WRITTEN” BIBLE
The World’s largest Bible, every word of which was 

written by hand, has just been completed by the Maine 
Bible Society. The volume, which weighs eighty-eight 
and one-half pounds, was produced to attract wider at­
tention to the Scriptures. It is the result of the com­
bined efforts of 1,607 persons during the past year.—Ex.
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MAKE YOUR DEAR ONES HAPPY THIS XMAS 
With a Gift Worthwhile, and if your heart is bigger 

than your pocket book, Charge it.

DIAMONDS, WATCHES, JEWELRY, SILVERWARE 

Open A Charge Account Only The Standard Lines 
Small down payment Easy Weekly Payments

J. W. ECKART, JEWELER
213 E. LAYFETTE Street—Phone 2815

FINANCIAL SECRETARY
DESIRES TO JOIN ORGANIZATION OF 
SOME CHURCH THAT NEEDS AN EXPE­
RIENCED MAN TO HELP PUT OVER 
THEIR FINANCIAL PROGRAMS AS WELL 
AS DO THE REGULAR ACCOUNTING. 
WILL DO PERSONAL WORK IN CONNEC­
TION. GOOD REFERENCES.

R. J. BOWDEN, 
GENERAL DELIVERY, 
SOUTH JACKSONVILLE, FLA.



 



 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 


