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Singleton, Laneir C. graduated from Charleston Southern University and New Orleans Baptist 

Theological Seminary. He served as pastor of churches in South Carolina and Florida 

including Cedar Grove Baptist Church, Conway Baptist Church and Poplar Dell 

Baptist Church. Singleton and his wife, Connie Hardwick Singleton have two 

children. 

 

 

 

 



HISTORY OF HEIGHTS BAPTIST CHURCH

Heights Baptist Chapel began as a mission of East Hill Baptist Church in 1947 under 
the pastoral guidance of W. G. Stracener. Eighty-five members from East Hill formed the 
nucleus of the new congregation. This work was self-sustaining almost from the day it 
opened. The mission was the first church of any kind to be erected in the East Pensacola 
Heights area.

In October of 1949, 249 members of Heights Baptist Chapel were organized into 
Heights Baptist Church, and called Willard A. Brown, Sr., as first pastor. After the 
church was organized, the Chapel property with a total value of $45,000 was given by the 
East Hill membership to the new church without any indebtedness.

Construction of the first educational building was begun in 1951, allowing the young 
church to increase its Sunday School enrollment and other ministries. This was soon 
outgrown and in 1955 plans were formulated for another educational building. This same 
year the auditorium was refurbished with new floor, pews and other additions.

Ground breaking for this building was in 1957. Also this year, the church sponsored 
the organization of the New Hope Mission into Scenic Bay Baptist Church. In November 
1957 additional property was purchased for desired future expansion.

The George V. Axelson Building was dedicated June 13, 1958. This provided not 
only additional class room space, but much needed space for recreation and a dining­
fellowship hall. The building was named for one of the East Hill deacons whose faith 
helped to establish this church and whose perseverence helped to uphold it in its begin­
ning years.

Six times during the period from 1957 through 1965, Heights Baptist Young People 
represented the association at the State Sword Drill Eliminations. In 1968, two of our 
young people were sent by the church to British West Indies to do summer mission work 
there.

Also in the sixties and early seventies, other remodeling work was done and the 
building air-conditioned. During 1977, the Sanctuary was remodeled.

Other pastors have been: James L. Knight, Jr., called 1953; Richard E. Roberts, 
called 1958; Chaplain Wallace WTiatley, called as interim pastor 1965; Fred J. Martin, Jr. 
called 1966; Thomas L. Lide, called as interim paster 1977; James G. Hamacher, called 
December 1977 and is presently serving.

HISTORY OF POPLAR DELL BAPTIST CHURCH

C. R. Beal James E. Copeland
R. B. Davis C. C. Morris
O. A. Forehand Wilson Adkinson
L. J. Watson George Kell
L. G. Stewart Jere Hendricks
F. M. Mote Nathan Little
F. 0. Robison Lanier Singleton

The present pastor, J. B. Wells, has served since February, 1975. In June, 1977, our 
church called Charles Davis as minister of music and youth.

The present church building was erected in 1946. Later, an educational building was 
added and the sanctuary was enlarged. In 1963 a pastorium, next to the church, was 
completed. Through the years the membership of the church has grown to 211.

In 1976 the history of Poplar Dell Baptist Church was written and, since then, the 
written history has been brought up to date with the printing of two supplements. Copies 
of these history books have been presented to the Director of Associational Missions of 
Pensacola Bay Association, to be placed in the associational office.

In May, 1978, our church was recognized by the Florida Baptist Convention and 
Southern Baptist Convention for being in the top twenty-five churches in the Southern 
Baptist Convention in doctrinal study courses. We were twenty-second in SBC and sixth 
in the Florida State Convention.

Our minister of music and youth led in the formation of the North Pensacola Bay 
Baptist Youth Association, which is made up of ten churches in the 
association.

Our prayer is that our church

north end of our

our community, 
greater than our

will continue to be a beacon in

In 1910 people in the Poplar Dell community, near Century, gathered together to 
erect a church building. On June 4, 1911, the Poplar Dell Baptist Church was organized, 
with nine members. The church became a part of the Elam Baptist Association.

The name of the church was suggested by Gertrude Seymour, because of the poplar 
trees in the branch head located behind the school house in which she taught.

In 1914 they petitioned the Pensacola Bay Association for membership. In the Octo­
ber, 1915, associational meeting held at Pleasant Grove Baptist Church, Poplar Dell 
Baptist Church was accepted as a member of Pensacola Bay Association. Our church 
continues to take an active part in the work of the association.

The following men have served as pastor of the church:
W. B. McCreary
H. W. Rumbiey
H. G. Roley
J. J. Nelson
A. S. J. Countryman
D. W. Bosdell
J. T. Fillingim

Rev. Noblet 
W. A. Adams
H. S. Higdon 
C. C. Eiland
Leo B. Roberts 
Billy Forte 
Frank Booth
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Laneir Singleton has announced his retirement effective the end of January. He has pastored 

Hoffmeyer Road Baptist Church in Florence for the the last 13 years of his 43-year ministry. 

Singleton is a graduate of Charleston Southern University and New Orleans Baptist Theological 

Seminary. He and his wife, Connie, are both natives of Conway and have two children — Becky, 

who is a Spanish teacher in Greenville; and Cory, who is a youth associate with the South 

Carolina Baptist Convention — and three grandchildren. After January, they will reside at their 

Lake Murray home. https://baptistcourier.com/2014/11/laneir-singleton-retires-43-years-ministry/ 
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