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Sims, James C. attended Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville and the University
of Miami. Sims served as pastor of First Baptist Church, Groveland, 1922, Riverside
Baptist Church in Miami, 1922-1937, San Mateo First Baptist Church, and Antioch
Baptist Church, Gainesville, 1947-1948.
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HISTORY OF THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
GROVELAND, FLORIDA

The First Baptist Church of Groveland was organ-
ized February 5, 1922, following a series of evange-
listic meetings conducted by Reverend A, A, Holmes,
State Evangelist,

Twenty-one women and twenty-two men werepre-
sent at the organization meeting which was held in
the school auditorium.,

Reverend A. A, Holmes was called as pastor with
his services to start March 5, 1922,

Mr. Charlie J, Anderson was appointed temporary
clerk, The first Deacons were W. H, Plowden, John
N. Nelson and O, B. Johnson., The first Deaconesses
were Mrs. Charlie J, Anderson and Mrs, W. A,
Lyon.

Our second pastor was ReverendJ., C. Sims, of
Adel, Georgia, called July 30, 1922, and resigned
December 19, 1922, to accept a call fromthe River-
side Baptist Church of Miami,

On December 12, 1922, our thirdpastor, Reverend
Walter J. Meade was called.

In February, 1924, a number of the Church Offic-
ers and Members left for the purpose ofuniting with
the Swedish Baptist Mission, then being organized.

During the summer of 1924, our church building
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CHURCH HISTORY

On September 21, 1921, seventeen people met in
the home of M.L. Carrier, 737 SW 2 Street,
Miami, and a committee of five persons was
appointed to secure a suitable site for a new
church. A decision was made to purchase
property at the corner of 9th Avenue and South
West 1st Street. The actual organizational
meeting of the Riverside Baptist Church was held
at the Carrier home on October 13,1921. Early in
1922, a new church building was completed and
occupied, and Rev. A.E. Gammage became the
first pastor on November 3.

In less than a year Rev. Gammage resigned and
Rev. J.C. Sims became the pastor and preached
his first sermon on December 17, 1922. During
his ministry, the church grew both numerically
and spiritually. Additional buildings were
erected. During the 1926 hurricane the
auditorium was badly damaged and the church
was forced to conduct services in the Seventh
Day Adventist church and in the Riverside school
auditorium. In 1937, Rev. Sims resigned.

In March of 1938, Rev. W.G. Stracener began his
ministry. It was under his leadership that a
unified budget was established and new Sunday
School buildings were added.

Following the resignation of Rev. Stracener, Dr.

C.H. Bolton began his ministry as pastor in June
1944.

Dr. Bolton resigned in 1949, and Dr. James W.
Parrish became pastor on August 17 of that same
year. A major educational building had been

planned under Dr. Bolton’s leadership, and the
construction took place under Dr. Parrish’s
leadership. In October 1949, a Kindergarten was
organized and in 1957, the first Spanish mission
was begun. The mission became a church in
March of 1970. The climax of Dr. Parrish’s
ministry was the completion of a new sanctuary
in 1959. A radio ministry was also begun during
his term of service. Dr. Parrish resigned in
January of 1960, and Dr. James L. Monroe
became pastor in May of 1960.

In September of 1968, Dr. Monroe resigned as
pastor and on February 16th, Rev. Mack Douglas
became pastor. After 8 months of service Rev.
Douglas resigned.

On March 8, 1970, Dr. Emit O. Ray began his
ministry with the church. In 1971, by-laws and
the personnel manual were adopted under the
leadership of Dr. Ray. In 1974, the congregation
voted to relocate the church, and beginning in
January 1975, part of the congregation met in the
auditorium of Miami-Dade Community College
South Campus and part met at the old Riverside
site. In September of that year the old church
property was sold and the united congregation
met in the Community College until May 1977,
when a new building was completed.

During the life of the church several missions
have been established and one of the leading
persons in helping constitute the missions has
been Rev. Samuel B. Jordan, Sr., who is still a
member of the congregation.
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