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Sims, G. M. served as pastor of Yellow River Baptist Church, Oak Grove Community.
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Yellow River Church, Founded In
1840, To Be Honored At Florida

Baptist Centennial Next Month

This interesting history of
the Okaloosa Counti/ Baptist
Church, organized 114 years

ago, was written by oater
Douglass: .
,*‘Baptists attending the an-

nual convention of Florida Bap-
tist Association in Daytona
Beach in November will pay
tribute to an Okaloosa County
Baptist Church established 114
years ago on June 14, 1840.
“The Yellow River Church,
”located in the Oak Grove
~ Community, was established
20 years before the Civil War
J With three male and six
< female members.
T' “When the church was organ-
ized on ‘abstract of Faith,
known as the Yellow River
Baptist_ Church, the members
were: John Robertson, James
Barrow and David Girtman, the
male members.
*5 “Female members were Eliz-
abeth Stegall, Margaret Weeks,
Elizabeth Wood, Mar: ood,
Mary Senterfitt and Nancy
Busby. . s

'aTHE CHURCH was a mem-
her of the Bethlehem Baptist
Association at the time it was
qyganized.

“The name of the first
minister was not recorded, but
older residents of the Oak
Grove Community, in North
Okaloosa County, where the old
church was founded, say their
ancestors told them it was Rev.

S

YE

munity.
W

/ John Moore, or Rev. G. M.
I* Sims,

*] «fcthere is a story still rc-
j peated by residents of the
community that the Rev.
* Moore walked from Milton to
lithe church building once
each month, a distance of 40
_ miles, to preaoh. He is cred-
ited with constructing some
of the old benches, still in
*“lise In the church, rebuilt
about 20 years ago. The seats
are made from the finest pine
~timber and are still in perfect
~.scondition. The benches, with
*-backs, arc morticed together,
‘hand-constructed style.
*r “The records of the century
’Old church show that the salary
;*of ministers who served the

: "Congregation back in 1902 and

1903 was a small amount. The
minister in 1902 was voted a
monthly salary of $3.50, but
,the following™ year, he was
given a raise to >5 per month.

it
Fintn 10 GRS, of otfs

signed at the bottom of the
white sheet, still well pre-
served. Listed as donors to the
urchase of the church record
ook were, J. W. Baggett, Jr.,
25 cents, Bartlett Pcaden, 50
cents. Joe Cushing. 25 cents,
and S. F. McCary, 25 cents.
“Although the church was
founded 20 years before the
Civil War, there is not a single
reference  to the  Civil ar
recorded in any of the records.
Services were held regularly
during the conflict.

“THE NAMES of the colored
members, (slaves), were kept
on separate pages in the record
books. Some of the colored
members were: Harry Thomp-
son, Harriet Hart,” Hannah
Stokes, who were received into
the church, *hyv baptism on
September 22. 1859." One slave,
Isaac McCaskill, died July 16.
1859. Lottie Spears was made
a member of the church on
February 22. 1856, and Luke
Hart and Lucy Cawthon, were
received ‘into lhe church by
baptism, on April 25, 1855.

“Many of the names of slaves
recordeg In the church books
arc still prevalent in the north-
ern part of Okaloosa County.
Some of the descendants now
own homes and farms in the
community of Oak Grove.

“Church letters from other
churches, transferring mtm-

, ER CHURCH ESTABLISHED JUNE 14, 1840—Tribute will be
})qld the Baptist Church at the annual convention of the Florida Baptist Churches
n Daytona Beach November 16-17. The church is located in the Oa

bers to the Yellow River

J Church are inside the books.

One of the letters, dated
January 13, 1897, from the
Milligan Church, recommend-
ed, ‘Sister Lenora King, as A
beloved Sister in Christ.' The
letter was si%ned by the
of the illigan

hurch, Rev. J. XV. Senter-
fltt and the clerk, J. Thomas

Garrett.

“The oriﬁinal cogy of the
articles of Faith and Decorom
adopted when the church was
organized Is still in T%erfectv and
legible condition. The articles
were: '(1) We believe in only
one true_ and livinﬁ God, the
Father, Son and Holy Ghost,
(2) We believe the Old and
New Testament to bo the re-
vealed mind and will of God
and the only rule of Faith and
practice. (3) We believe in the
Doctrine of election, that God
chose His people In Christ
bofore tho world began. (4) We
believe in (bn doctrine of

A Ba}}ptlst Page

The Pioneer Florida pair
is largely filled today with
the history of two historic
Florida rﬁaptist churches.
This is deemed_appropriate
because at the Florida Bap-
tist convention to be held
in November In Daytona
Beach the 100th anniversary
of the organization of the
Florida Baptist convention
will be celebrated.

wecks ago. No grass grows
inside that fence, Parker
said.

“One marker, a white stone,
carries the name of William
Hart, a ‘member of the Indian
War of 1836 Another monu-
ment, recently broken when a
large red oak tree fell on it.
has this inscription. 'Littleton
Hart, March 31. 1833. Died
December 23. 1887. Margaret
Moore Hart. Born July 5, 1833.
Died August 3. 1870 The
stone bears a Masonic emblem.
Hart was the father of the late
R. J. Hart, Sr., " was the
first  agricultural in

agent
Okaloosa County.
e

“THE PRESENT membership
of the churcii is 43. The pastor
at the present time is the Rev.
Francis James, of Fort Walton

Grove Com-

Beach. _ Services arc held twice
each Sunday.

“The_officers of the church
arc: G. E. Parker, chairman
of deacons; Taft Barrow and
Lewis Davidson arc the two
other deacons. The church
clerk is Mrs. Nancy Moore
Barrow; treasurer. Lewis David-
son, the Training Union_direc-
tor; arker, Sunday
School superintendent. Lewis
Davidson is the president of the
adult union class.

“Two_of the oldest mem-
bers of the 114 year old
church are Mrs. Sarah Bar-
row and Mrs. Maggie Milli-

gan. Their ancestors were
among the first members.
Mrs. Barrow has been a mem-

ber for 63 years.”

Mr. and Mrs. L. P. Parrish
of 410 Forest Avenue, Tampa,
are both descendants of found-
ers of the historic church.

New Zion Was The Fir
Baptist Church South (
South Fork Of The Alai

New Zion Baptist Churcii,

which was organized Sept. 29.
1866. at a point on the South
Fork of the
Alafia river, but
is now located
about seven
miles west of |§
Ona. erected as
its  first place
of worship a log
structure, but 1t
is now housed
in a very attrac-
tive modern §
building.

TIlils history

the  churcii

Mr. Herndon

ol
was written by the Rev. Grady
Herndon, (he pastor:

“In the oldest record book of
New Zion Baptist Church is

found the following Church
Constitution, copiex In the
beautiful flowing script of one

. T. Jones, long a deacon of
New Zion Church:

“'Maple Brane h. Manatee
County, September 29 and 30,
1866. ~ At the above mentioned
time and place Elders J. M.
Hayman, A. Wilson and S. L.
Cross met with the regular
members_of the Baptist Church
residing in this vicinity for the
purpose of organizing them into
a church. And after mature de-
liberation and with the advice
and consent of the ministering
brethren present, adopted a
church covenant in (liec usual
form and manner. This body tn
be known as the Maple Branch
Baptist Church (now New
Zion).

“ELDER S. E. CROSS WM
chosen to be pastor for the en-
suing year and J. XV. Whidden
church clerk. Rules of order,
a church covenant, and rules of
decorum were adopted. Rules
of Decorum Number 9 provided
that if any male member ab-
sented himself from three
church conferences in succes-
sion he could be dealt with by
the church. This rule was re-
scinded in 1918. According to
Mr. Charles Roberts, oldest liv-
ing deacon of the New Zion
Church, this historic mooting
took place in a school house
known in Baton llou«r. north
of Fl. Green, Fla. Thus came
into being the first Baptist
church south of the South Fork
of Alafia river.

“A lot was acquired and a
house of worship was built.
After the church removed to
the New Zion community, tho
original churcii liouse was sold
to the Methodists. There was
some altercation between the
two rouEs regarding a paf/-
ment by the purchasers, result-
ing in the Baptists taking back
the building. ~ The minutes of
the church™ fail to record the
final disposition of tho prop-

Tty.

From the date of the organ-
ization to Jan. 28, 1872. all min-
utes of the church were lost
except one entry fur Oct. 5.
1867. Rev. John W. Hendry was
chosen pastor that year, 1867,
and served continuously until
1879. He served three other
pastorates of two. and two
years, respectively, making a
total of 27 years served by fills
remarkable’man. An interestin,
account of tho life and work of

Mr. Hendry was written man
years ago by The Rev. XV. D.
‘Ruddy’ Payne. Several copies

of this booklet arc now extant,
one of which is now in the
hands of the writer.

“IN APRIL, 1873, It was de-
cided to move the church or-
ganization to a new location
near the home of the pastor,
J. W. Hendry, near the present
church site. Accordi$l a com-
mittee composed of NT T Jones.
M. rman. Louis Carlton
and J. XV. Hendry was ap-
pointed to dispose of the orig-
mal Maple Branch properly,
with the result noteg anove.
On April 23, 1873, the church
met in a school house located
near the present home of Mr.
Marlon G. Rgberts, approxi-
mately two miles southeast of
the present church site.

“A committee was appointed
to make recommendations about
a wood arbor. Such an arbor,
of wood posts covered with lat-
tice and brush, 25 feel by 302
feet, was built near the homo
of the pastor, about one in U o
northeast of tho present church

would revert to |
whenever it censed
for school purposes
of reversion is not i
the church minute*
lot with the old sc
has been_ rccovere
church. Material |
the school hou«c has

in building a lioni
pastor.
“After the sveu

burned in 1))17 the |
ditoriuir. was built
made by Rev. 3
was dedicated on Oc
The Rev. J. E. Trici
Permtendent of (he
Tonic at Arcadia, pr
dedicatory sermon
day school rooms v
in 1940 or 1941. \t
the house vas wiret
tricitv.

“In 1948 under the
of Rev. Robert Si
home was built for i
In 1953 under the
of the pl»)resent pastor,
lional building 28 t
feet was erected.
Hart cut and milled
from (he chinch
church labor erected
ing. The churcii i
some time soon it cn
the auditorium or In
one.

“THE MINUTES o
old church = furnish
complete history of
Zion community. Sp;
giving  many et:
earliest church roll |
names familiar to |
surrounding countic

Albert, lLouis. XX
Alderman  Car | tv
Hendry, J. M. lien
‘Whidden, Win. \\ hid
Garner. _ Mattlieu
Robert Roberts. Wu
James Albritton. XV.
Marlow. N. T. Jone
a few. The descend™
and other such pie
made Hardee Count

"When _the write
Florida in 1924
Wright and Alderm
members of his fit
congregation al Noe

“In early years t
met monthly on Si
Sunday for prone
church conference,
little business to it
copt the reception a
of mnow members
discipline of tin'
Dtgtsclplme was  sti
offenses were namvi
in  unvarnished |
Propriety  forbids
tonus  Sometimes
quoted here. Offent
ren and sisters who
failed to give satisfac
church  were expo
mfmbershlp. A vigi
thlttee  funclhme:
years and monthly <
discontinued only in

“Footwashing was
occasionally in eat b
1900 under the pa
Rev. XV. D. Payne,
a_quaiterly observe
his pastorate it was
only once or twice

“ALL THE EARLI
received no salary
almost non-existent, _
ing for foreign niissi
65 cents. Offerings
wore generally la
those for the pastor
no financial plan for
through all the earli
One Interesting inc
growth of tho chutcl
crease in financial r
nﬁ show n by the chu
The total cash cont
11)9912 was $47._53(.i hu

udget aied on
193t§ Kprrp «5 pin
for buildin% fund.

“Space forbids |
roll of all who liaic
churcii officers, tlios
served churcii and
humbly and self cff.n
pastors are as folio
Gross, John XV. Hot
Hull, 1. A. Redd, .
rance, XV. 1). Pay
White. J H Ha"™
Hendry, J. M. Hendi
A XV. Lynn. IL. C. I
Roberts. J. N. Hei
Coker.
Hendry, L. N. Smit!
Armond. XV. J. Bryi
Whitcomb, R <
[, nt?l'. -t



