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Sims, Earle D. (1872-1941) was born in Miami, Missouri. He attended William Jewel College

and graduated from Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. Sims as a missionary to China for
six years during the Boxer war. He served as state evangelist of the Tennessee Baptist
Convention, the Florida Baptist Convention and the California Baptist Convention. Sims
served as pastor of Key West Baptist Church, 1909-1910. He preached many revivals and
lectured on his experience in China all over the United States. Sims and his wife, Vivia
Divers Sims had one son.
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Rl\'.- ] who lu.s labored as a

isgionary of the American Baptist Home
Mission Society since 1910, passed away Wednes-
day, March 12, 1941, in Livingston. Montana,
while enroute to his home in Arlington, Virginia.
Mrs. was accompanying him, and their son
Rochester reached Livingston by plane from
Washington, Dl C., a few hours after the father’s
death. Funeral services were conducted in the
North Shore Baptist Church, Chicago, on Sat-
urday (March 15). Burial ok place on Mon-
day (March 17) in Columbia Gardens Cemetery,
Arlington, Virginia.

At the age of sixteen years Mr. entered
the ministry and attended William Jewel College.
As a boy preacher he labored in many western
states, holding meetings, organizing churches and
erecting church buildings. In June 1892, he en-
listed in the U. S. Navy. and served on board the
Charleston as a nurse. He has labored on our

He was promoted to ““admiral’s writer,” becamc
secretary of Rear Admiral C. C. Carpenter and
at the outbreak of the Spanish War became Sec-
retary of Admiral Dewey.

During his four years’ service m];hc Navymh;
preached every Sunday on ships. He organi
ﬁmlmuuChtmnEndamSouuymd
the Christian Endeavor Home of Sail-
at Nagasaki, Japan. At«Shanghai he pur-
his discharge from the U. S. Navy and
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Dates

e Creation: 1919-1928

Language of Materials

All materials within this collection are in English.

Conditions Governing Access

The collection is open for research. Unpublished manuscripts are protected by copyright.
Permission to publish, quote, or reproduce must be secured from the repository and copyright
holder. Staff may refuse copying of fragile or at-risk materials.

Materials may be accessed by request at the American Baptist Historical Society. For more
information on accessing collections or obtaining copies, visit http://abhsarchives.org.

Biographical / Historical
See less
Earle Sims, Church Invigorator

His reports are well organized, detailed, and include 'before' and' after' photos. The Rev. Earle D.
Sims, who served from 1910-1941 as a 'church invigorator' for the American Baptist Home
Mission Society, was energized by his work.

Sims did it all; renovating churches and parsonages, holding revivals, working with
congregations on a stewardship campaign so they could raise enough money to support a pastor.
His wife, Vivia, painted scenes of the Jordan River in baptisteries. And he did it in months,
staying usually only three to nine months, before moving on.

Known as "the minister with a tool chest," this former missionary to China and state evangelist
traveled from Illinois to California, Iowa to Washington helping communities whose Baptist
congregations were small, poor, struggling, or had abandoned its building for years, like in the
case of the Dewitt, lowa church, pictured here, which hadn't been used for 12 years. His industry
produced news, with headlines in Portland, OR announcing "From Shingles to Sermons" and
"From Broadcloth to Blue Denim".

https://libraries.mercer.edu/archivesspace/repositories/2/resources/529



https://www.ancestry.com/genealogy/records/earle-david-sims-24-
23m6g6?msockid=155dd4004a4d68cb1094c7eb4b6169c1

Earle David Sims

Birth16 Jun 1872 - Miami, Missouri

Death12 March 1941 - Livingston, Park County, Montana, United States of America
MotherNot Available

FatherNot Available

Born in Miami, Missouri on 16 Jun 1872. Earle David Sims married Vivia Divers Sims and had
1 child. He passed away on 12 March 1941 in Livingston, Park County, Montana, United States
of America.
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Preaching
A very
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and hear 1L

—————

Rev. Earl D. Sims Conin.

Pastor Shults, of the Baptist Church,
informs us that he has secured
Sims for a series of lectures and evan-
gelistic services, to be held late in No-
vember, at the Baptist Church, or else
in a tent.

is in the employ of the
Baptist State Board, as State evange-
list, and is a very successful evangelist.
He has held sonfe greal meetings in
(he State. He is a former missionary

to China and delivers some very in-
structive and entertaining lectures.
Definite date of his coming will be

made later.
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ON AT KEY WES

MARTINEZ-HAVANA CIGAR FAC
TORY NOW BEING REBUILT

Second Division Teorpede Flotilla Ex

pect: te of
Rev. Earl D. Sims

KEY WEST, Nov, 18— {(Special.)
The Martinez-Havana Company wer
one of the cigar ffrms whose facto
bullding was entirely destroved in th
hurricane on October 11. This firt
is now having constructed a handsom
two-story and basement coneret
structure, 50x150 [eet, with an <l
which will be used for offices and un-
der it will e built a fire-prool vault.
The roof will be flat with a coping and
wiil be covered with tin.

An important feature js the con-
Struction of the upper story and the

Toof. Heavy reinforced steel pilasters
will be placed on the aides of the
bullding and extra heavy tie  beams

will be run transversely every eigh-
teen feet. These jn turn will be braced
with heavy timber. Thiz schems, it i=
elaimed hy the comractors, will pre-
#ent the maximum of resistance to the
wind,

Ferguson & Ward, who are doing
the work, have now completed 12,000
of the 27.000 concrete blocks that
are requited for th> bullding and are
making the remainder at the rate of
L0 every four days.

A reinforced conerele cistern which
will hold 100,000 gallons of water will
be erected, the foundations of which
will b begun in a few davs,

This factory building will be one of
the most substantial and convenlent
in the city. The firmm i3 now occupy-
Ing temporary quarters in the Crusoe
bullding on Simonton atreet.

The Pohalski building, a four-story
wooden structure, which was badiy
damaged in the hurricane, has been
condemned by the clty authorities and
is being torn down This structure,
the tallest in the city, was occuplbed
by two factories., each of which have
secured temporary quarters in other
parts of the elty.

The Sawyer bullding, a three-story
frame giructure, i= another one of the
larger building= that was so0 badly
damaged that it became necessary to
have it torn down. This building will
e jmmediately reballt.

Contractors Busy

Every contvactor in the cliy I8 busy

and asah Fenart oraanactes verv hricht
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e immediately rebullt,
Contractors Buay

Every contracior in the city |8 busy
and each report prospects very bright
for a building boom that will last for
gome time. It iz now definitely known
that more than a quarier of a million
dollarg worth of new buildings will be
begun within the next few months in
addition ta the usual amount of re-
pairs, etre,

The youlg peapls of Eaton  Street
Baptist church will render & Chinese
Musical next Wednésday — evening:
about foriy people including snen, la-
dies and childreg will appear on the
stage dressed in(*in!le costumes and
thers will be a ness Human Organ
selection and Chinese solos, duets and
choruses. Mr, and Mrs. Earle I
having spent a numhber of yeurs
in Ching gs missionaries, are taking
great care In drilling and dressing all
who take part so it will be a fine illus-
tration of Chinese life and misgion
work. There will also be solos render=
ed in Spanish and Engli=h and an or-
cheatra will assist in the music.

v, Sims accepted the pastorate of
the Eaton Street Baptist church last
Mav, coming from Tampa. at which
point he had, as state evangelist of
the Baptist Mission Board, conducted
a number of revival meetinge. He hos
besn remarkably successful in  his
work in this city, the membership of
the church having Increased more than

200 per cent, since his arrival.
Eladilla Eooacndaed
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Rev. Earle Sims
Will Assume His
New Post Today

Upon invitation of Calvary Bnptiat‘

ehurch, East Forty-se

cond street and

1, » [ )
church invig-
orator for the
American Baptist
Home Mission =o0-

Sy

ministry with the
church today.
Mr.

spent ten years as
a missionary in
China and upon re-
turning to America
has been a mission-
ary affiliated with
the Northern Bap-
tist convention. He
will make his home
nqe;r}t!hie church, at
128 olgate street.

[Rev] Mr. [Sims8 will preach at Cal-
vary church both this morning and|
tonight. He has just closed his work |
with the First Baptist church of Leb-
anon after remaining there from Sep-
tember 1 of this vear.

clety, will begin his|

|

The Sunday Oregonian
5un, Dec 11, 1932 -Page 42

~ B T DLt

|ituai Poverty vs. Material Possessl
7:30 P. M., ““The Three Kinds of De
| Physical, Spiritual and Eternal.”*

| Arleta church, Sixty-fourth street
Forty-eighth avenue Southeast, Dr. C.
nar Emanuel: 11 A. M., *'The Christ
Faith Waited For''; 7:30 P. M., ""The
| We Need."'

First German church, Fourth and
| treets, Dr. Cratt: 11 A. M., "Wh
| Suffering?" G. Neumann; T:45 P
| Gideon gospel quartet
Becond German church, Rodney an

|and Morris street: 11 A. M., Rev. O.
| mann (German), ** n the Forerunn
| Christ'': 8 P. M., A. E. Davis, '8
the Invisible."

| Swedish te . East Seventh and Che
| mas streets, Frecrik Linden: 11 A
| (Bwedish), *“*The Wonderful Love'';

| P. M., **Precious Falth.™

Third church, Vancouver avenue and 1
| street, George H. Marrs: 11 A.
| ““The Coming of the Sinless Christ'";

|
NOTICES FOR CHURCH PAG
. REQUESTED EARLY.

! Notices for the Sunday churc
page must reach the desk of th
church oditor not later than
o'clock the preceding Thursda
afternoon. They are desirable s
any time earlier in the weel
The regular church notice shoul
be submitted in calendar forn
typewritten. No carbon copie
are accepted. The Oregonian wi
welcome all news of church ad
tivities,

'
'
L]
.

Dec 11, 1932 - Page 42 - (Portland, Oregon)




The Florida Times-Union
Sat, Apr 25, 1908 -Page 12

FOURTH BAPTIST
CHURCH ORGANIZED

GOOD RESULT OF A REVIVAL AT
MILLDALE.

Starts Qff With Fifty-Seven Members.
the Revival Meeting Will Con-
tinue Next Week.

The Fourth Baptist chorch of Jack-
sonville is the name of a neéew church
that has been organized at Milldale, the
gettlament just beyond Phoenix park,
In which is located Cummer's mill

The following account of the Organ-
lzatitom  of the church was sent to the
Timeg-Unlon yesterday i:r publication
and will be read with Interest by all
who take pride In the growth of the
city, for while Milldale is not inside the
city llmits of Jacksonville, It i# so close
by that it is loaked upon as a part of
the alty:

Under the auspices of Florida Baptist
Btate Misslon Hoard, about two weeks
uEo gommenced a
meating in Milldale in hiz gospel tent,
located on the lot opposite Cummer's
mill. The meeting has been meeting
with remarkable success, and Thursday
night resulted In the organization of the
Fourth Baptist church of Jacksonville.
A committee from among local Baptists,
conalsting of Brethren Charles P. Strad-
ley, W. A. Brothers apd W. G. Wright,
Invited pastors, demcons and preachers
of First church, Maln street, and Wood-
lawn ehurch, to form a councll to con-
slder the work.

The tent was packed full Thursday

The Florida Times-Union
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The tent was packed full Thuraday
nlght, many people coming from all
parta of Jucksonville. HES, o
preached a sermon from Col. Nifll=
“Christ Is All and In AIL"

At the close of the sermon the Bap-
tista who proposed to organize the
church werg Invited to come to the
front, and the following thirty-two Bap-
Uets presented themselves to the coun-
ell to be organized: Mrs Jennle Scolt,
Miss Bessie Scott, Mr. Charles P, Strad-
ley, Mrs, Nance L. Stradley, Misa Mary
C. Stradley, Mr, Edawrd M. Wood, Mr.
Francis H, Wood, Mr. W, (3. Wright, Mra.
W. @, Wright, Mrs. Jennle L. Phillips,
Mrs. C. E. Housend, Miss Florence Moore,
Mrs. Sallie Moore, Mrs. Hattle Lee, Mrs,
R. C, Harden, Mrs. Goldle M. Pate, Mr, J.
M, Grondin Mr=, 8 E. Mclntosh Mrs. J.
B. Balley, Mrs, M. E. Acosta, Mrs, Caro-
ine Hodges, Mr=. J, R. Goodwin, Miss
Kate Goodwin, Mrs. Lara Argile, Mra.
Clarance Jackson, Mr. Clarance Jackson,
Mr, W. A Brothers, Mr. W. G. Rlivers,
Mr, John Lee, Mr. Horace G. Lee and
My, 1. B. Wiley.

A councll was then called of all pas-
tore, preachers and deacons present for
the purpose of organlzing the church,
and the council was as follows: Mod-
arator, J. 8 Geiger of Firat chureh;
clerk, G, H. Townsend; John
A. Banders and Deacon T. J, Touchtone
of Woodlawn church; W..L. Ma-
hon, P. @ Queen and Deacons
Brinson, MeGowan, James R. Boyd, John

Maly Street church, and
f Orlando chureh,
then presented church
. . Letters read angd ml
members were accepted, Articles of
falth and echurch covenant read and
ndo%-l and organizing prayer offered

by W. L. Mahon,
Fiftesen for Baptism.




to denominational people of today. In April, 1847, Mr. Doolittle returned to his northern home, when Mr.
J. H. Breaker became pastor, and preached at the court house, and in the Methodist chapel.

During Mr. Breaker's pastorate the first meeting house was contracted for; the price being six hundred
dollars. This house was opened for worship January 2, 1849.

From 1852 to 1890 the records of the church are lost. The church however, was not prosperous, the
constant change of pastors preventing any progress.

During the Civil War the white Baptists drifted into other churches, and the church building was taken
possession of by the negro Baptists, who held services there until the fall of 1879, when Rev. William F.
Wood, who had been a chaplain in the Union Army, came to Key West and revived interest in the Baptist
church. He continued as pastor until early in 1900, when he went to Fernandina, where he died. During
his pastorate in Key West he served as a missionary in Cienfuegos, Cuba, for about two years. He was the
first evangelical missionary to that island.

In 1866 the church building was destroyed by fire, and the present Baptist church was shortly afterwards
erected, largely through the generosity of Mr. John White, who was for more than forty years a member
of the congregation. A handsome memorial window to him now adorns the front of the edifice.

The names of the succeeding pastors are Reverends H. M. King, W. W. Bostwick, J. L. D. Hillyer, R. F.
Hart, W. H. House, T. J. Porter, James L. Rogers, H. H. Sturgis, J. W. Tucker, M. A. Clonts, who served
twice as pastor, W. A. Norwood who served a few months in the interim, and Earl D. Sims. Rev. C. E. W.
Dobbs, the present pastor came here in September, 1910.

During Mr. White's life, and the pastorate of Mr. Wood the church thrived to a remarkable degree, and
became one of the foremost evangelical influences in the city. After Mr. White's death the congregation
not being wealthy, funds for the support of the church were hard to raise, and it was difficult to secure and
keep the services of a pastor, so the congregation gradually dwindled away.

During the pastorate of Rev. M. A. Clonts it regained its old time membership. Mr. Clonts first came to
Key West in August, 1901, and stayed until October, 1902. Air. Norwood succeeded him and served
nearly a year. The church was again left pastorless from August, 1903, until Mr. Clonts returned in April,
1904. 1t was then that the church started on its present era of prosperity. During his pastorate the old First
Baptist Church was formally dissolved, and the Eaton Street Baptist Church organized on March 23,
1905. On March 3, 1901, the old church unanimously voted to transfer the property to the Home Mission
Board of the Southern Baptist Convention, but nothing was done towards the transfer until Mr. Clonts'
second pastorate, when it was finally consummated. The church was then repaired and improved by the
addition of the new front, with its attractive columns, and a pastorium was erected. Mr. Clonts ended his
pastorate here September 30, 1908, and had a church for a short time in Jacksonville. He has since been
engaged in life insurance, and has prospered.

Rev. Earl D. Sims was pastor from June, 1909, until July 31, 1910.

The church under the pastorate of Rev. C. E. W. Dobbs, has grown in membership and grace, and is now
one of the strong religious influences on the island.

The Baptist pastors of Key West have had the hardest tasks of any of our ministers, as each one has found
the small congregation badly scattered, and have had to "Watch the things they gave their. lives to,
broken, and stoop and build them up with worn-out tools."
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by Rew] W. L. Mahon. ~ sin
ut! Fifteen for l-.ptun at
ek | The new church then invited Raw Hasih | *®
ral |[D_SIms to act as pastor dnﬂaﬂe meet- “g’
Ing, and the church doors the
and the new church received the roltowin; b |
pt, | fifteen pecple for baptiam: Mr. J. C. Har-
am | dee, ~Hrl. Grace Hnardes, Mizss Nettie
ght | Ha , Mlss Rena Lee, Mr. Charles T,
tor 'ﬂ"lhn "Mr. Walter Phillips. Mra. Walter
mnm, Mrs. Walter Brothera, Mr. lienja.
mine Bunn, Mr. Thomas Sing, 3' A, m.
s Gkt Wh
] ) r. .
llam B, 8immons.

Thus the new church starts out with (
ok | forty-seven members, and many others
8o will unite before the meeting closes, These
m- members are among the wvery hest and
to pﬁmut Influential resident people of Mill-
ot n.

by | During the uﬂ-lu Mr, 8 E. Stn sang
h:. :‘lilr-n:! words of n'-’auu NM““.
n o encour-
he | agement, and n A. J. Quattlebaum, a
ina  minister of the Methodist chureh, spoke
im- | words of greeting for the adist l-
1ds | nomination. A collection for Wl
lay | taken, amounting to $4.20. The huld nt o
fellowship was then given to the new |Y"
church by the councll, Baptists and all ;’u
eat | Christians of all denominations present, |
Jay | And th the service was closed by prayer by an
g ﬂ L. 5. thumm

] i1 annommee] the re-

vival | “ nnu‘:l“lnothu oek, "

"!ht programme for Sunday, Aprll 26, will| =
be ax follows: At &30 a, m, union Bune J‘
das wehoaol; 11:00 a, m., mmnp—cubjent.
A Church In Prayer.

The ordinance of baptism will bs admin.
Iwtered at 4:00 p. m. to a great body of
candidates In Trout creek, M the yard of
the home of Mr, A, 8 Stoddard, who Ia
located at the bend of Bhell road, as It
reachas the river, just beyond Milldale, | |
between Milidale and Panama Park, on

Sunday night Mr, Sims will preach a ser- | by
mon In the tent on Temperance, the serv- | re
lpe to be held under the auspices of the | of

pl

Milldale W, €. T. U. The revival meet-
Ing will comtinue through another week,
preaching every evening by Mr. BImd In
tent at 7:30 p. ;. Mr, 8 E. Still, a sweet
singer, leads the musle and sings solos
nt each smervice., There is most excellent
ulu-':.ur In the meetings. The publlic is
cordially mvited and urged to attend all
these services,
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HIS LABORS HERE

HAS BEEN A GREAT POWER FOR
GOOD IN REVIVALS ;

Preached Farewell Sermon at Palm
Avenue Church Last WNight—To
Take Up Work In Key West 1

A large audience of Tampa Helghts
people and friends from all over the
Rev. Earle D. Simsd

city met at Palm |
Avenue Baptiet church last evening
and heard hlg last sermon In Tampa.
This service marked the end of one of |
the most remarkable anad successful
evangelistic campaigns ever conducted |
by one man in a city. Mr. BIm3 has |
eonducted one contlnued revival In
this clty for six solid months, preach- |
ing every night himself and the meet-
ings have accomplished a world of
good and has greatly helped the city,
Everybody In Tampa has heard him
and many people have been greatly
helped. In the aix months Mr. =0ms
has conducted elght successive revival
meetings encireling the entire city. In
the series of meetings he has conduct-
ed two hundred and fifty-four ser-
vies, visited over one thousand homes
and organized one new church., built
two houses of worship, had three hun-
dred and twenty-three additions to the
Baptist churches and ralsed over five
thousand dollars for religious work.
Commencement of Campaign
This campalgn commenced at First

Baptist church, where Mr. con-
ducted a five days missionary insti-
tute. At this institute Mr. lec- |
tured twice a day on his foreign trav- i
els. The church was packed full at
every service and people from all over
the city at once became interested in
Mr. Over one hundred dollars
was here given him ror his lectures, |
which amount was turned over to state |
missions,

At Sixth Avenue

elght meetings In our eclty with our
churches and missions and the Lord
has abundantly blessed his labors, be it

“Resolved, first. that we express our
pleasure in having had him In our
midst, 3

“Second, Our appreciation for the
great blessings brought te our church-
es and missions and our city through
his labors.

“Third, That we express our love
for our confildence In him and pray
God's blessings on him.

“Fourth, That we express our sym-

| pathy and prgyers for him in his new

fileld of laborfat Key West, Fla.
“Fifth, We express our thanks to
the Eaton Street Baptist church of
Key West in allowing Brother
to remain with us to complete his
campaign.
“As 8. PETTIE.
“Moderator.
“E. M. C. DUNKLIN,
“Secretary.”
:In the campaign Mr, has had
the loyvel and hearty co-operation of
every Baptist preacher of Tampa and
every evening several ministers have
been in his services assisting in the
work.
Goes to Key West
Mr. now lave down his work as
Florida Baptist state evangelist. This
long hard strenuous campaign has
greatly told on hisz physical condition
and he has to stop for rest. During
the two years Mr. has been Flor-
ida state evangelist he has preached
in thirty-eight places in Florida, trav-
eled over elght thousand mlles, preach-
ed over one thousand times, made over
five thousand visits In homes, organiz-
ed four new churches, built four new
houses of worships, had over one thou-
sand additions to the Baptist church-
es, organized five new Sunday schools,
gseven Ladies’ Missionary socleties, five
children’s bands and five B, Y. P. Un-
jons and raised over fifteen thousand
dollars for denominational work.
Ahout two months ago the Eaton
Street Baptist church of Key West ex-
tended to Mr. na call to become
their pastor and the call was accepted
and tonight he leaves Tampa on the
steamer to immediately take up this
work. Key West is the third largest

rand _most _important city _of Florida |l
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and tonight he Teaves Tampa on the
steamer to immediately take up this
work. Key West is the third largest
and most important city of Florida
and the church to which Mr. Sims
goes is one of the most Iimportant
churcheg in the state. Mr. has
purchased the Florida Baptist state
convention gospel tent himself and
takes it with him.

A reception by the Baptists of
Tampa will be given Mr. Eims
this evening at C. C. Burns' Mission
and Tampa people are grateful for his
work in the eity and now wish him
great success at Key West. Mr,
fg now Inviting all his friends to visit
him at Key West.
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