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Simmons, Robert (1911-1976) was born at Oak Grove, Florida. Simmons was a farmer and a
preacher. He served as pastor of numerous churches in the Hardee and DeSota County areas. He
served as pastor of Bethany Baptist Church, Myakka City in 1946-1947.
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daughter of Jonas and Marcella Hicks‘of“Medulla, Elq:;de.n
She-wes born‘June_27J 1899,_ Tbey,were making their home

in Mulberry and he_was wo;king!}n the\phoéﬁ?ate‘mines

in 1922, when he begap}preaehing.r J.H. Johnston was
ordained as_a‘minister'of the Gqspel_qn Merch 21(’1923!‘
When'he.was_thirty-six years_old.“ Seyving:en the presbypery
were Zell and W.A._MathisﬁbReverend C,C.zquns,FReverend
G.W. Harris and Reverend Rivers. bReverend_Johnstqnfhad
very little formal schooling, and in the words of hie

geed wife, he received his education.qn his kneesf“

After he began preaching he.wo;ked‘at‘various jobs
to supplement his income. While he was a pastor of the
First Baptist Church in Gillet?e, he liyed in_Manatee end
dro&e a-echool bus. The pqpilevwho_rode his bps"called
him Preaqher and haddg;eatvrespect for;him.»

The complete list of churches he has pastored:is.not
known, but he was serying Bee Ridge Baptisﬁ Chq:ebvdfl
Sarasota when‘he died February 21, 1948.

John Henry Johnston was buried in the Fitzgerald
Cemetery in Lakeland Florlda. | |

REVEREND ROBERT SIMMONS

Reverend Robert Slmmons was called to pastor Bethany
Baptlst Church September 14, 1946, and served to September,

1947, Brother Simmons was born August 20, 1911, at Oak
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ve and departed this life February 11, 1976, and was
~oried in Antioch Cenetery.
There were five children born into his family, three

soys and two girls.

Brother Simmons was a man whom God blessed with

While Brother Simmons éerved at our church, plans were
made for Sunday Schgolifooﬁé'and repair work on the éhu;ch
building. .

There waé much re?éir work that needéd to be done
on the church bulldlﬂg from precedlné years. A new floor
nad replaced thé oid one and a celllng overhéad and walls
were put 1n: This addéd to the comfort of the building,
especially in the winter months. In this ﬁeriod of time one
of our oldervpioneers‘§f.£his cémmunity, ankexcellent

pentef, waé iooked‘to for the supervision of most.of the

arpenter work of the church and the communlty He was

Q)

Jackson RlCh, the son‘of Alfred “Doc" Rich and Eveline

Stewart Rﬁéﬁ. jacksbguéés a very compa551oﬁate énd

well resp;cﬁed person,‘sought after for his skllled labor.
We do.not héve g coméléte record of ﬁrother Slmméns

ministerial work‘ He llved in the Hardee and DeSota County

zareas and in those aréas he dld most of his mlnlsterlal

work. He was a successful farmer in his active years.
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In his later life he moved to an area near Tampa
where his health deteriorated and hindered his active life.
Let us be thankful for having a Savior to serve who

will reward those who labor and sacrifice for the.honor

and glory of God.

REVEREND ALBERT GULLETTE.

Revérend Gullette.was‘ﬁorﬁwinto tﬁé family of‘George
Sam Gulleﬁte and Ella Bethéa Gﬁlleﬁge, whé Qére nétiveé
of Florida. Reverend Gullette was born August 26, 1910}
and raised atiBrédley Jﬁnétion, Polk Couﬁty,nFidriaé. He
was chfistened Alpggt I?.Ervin éullette,“and was ma?ried to"
Fannie‘E. Albritﬁon in 1933. Mﬁs; FannieiAlbfigton.was
born September 27; 1916.. | | | |

Toithis family gight children.Qere born: Wélter'énd
Ruth (deééased);.Emma Jean, danicé‘Lucille,'Gétﬁis; Raffie
and.Daphne (who Werestwinéd ané:Linda.: |

RwVérénd Albért”gaé féur broéhers“aﬁd.sistérg:
Mabegy‘é., a ﬁinister and pastor at Tém§;,>cgrl, a ﬁinistéf
in South Céroliné aﬁé'Aiébamé, Raffié; aréiéger who 1ivés
in Géiﬁesvilié, Florida; a;a Lucie,uwhobiiveé in Taliéﬁasséé,
Flori&a;

Réverend Aibé?tvaétéd aé'a éuppiy paétor andlpastoréaa
at Bethany; Pine‘Levei:énd Sandy. | |

His home church was Gillette and there they raised
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