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Simmons, W. M. served as pastor of Paran Baptist Church, Grandin (1903-1904) and Florahome
Baptist Church, St. Johns River Association.



Paran Baptist Church, Grandin
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St Johns River minutes 1997
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HISfORY OF OAK AVENUE BAPTIST CHURCH
Formerly
Florahome Baptist Church and First Baptist Church, George’s Lake

The Florahome Baptist Church was received into the St. Johns River Baptist Association at the
Annual Meeting at Providence Baptist Church, October 16, 17, 18, 1901. They were represented
by Rev. W.M. Simmans, pastor, and Mr. J.F. Plauch, layman from Florahome. There was no
record of the church after 1904. Apparently the church ceased to exist until January 4, 1954
when Rev. Matthew Greer came down from Narth Carolina, set up a tent and held a revival for
about four weeks. Several people were saved and some rededications were made. After the
revival Mr. and Mrs. Clifford G. Miller opened their horme and regular services werae held each
Lord's day.

Mr. and Mrs. Miller donated some land and a church building was started, and temporary officers
were elected: Rev, Matthew Greer, pastor; Mr. Clifford Miller, Rev. Greer, and Raymond Winters
were elected Trustees. The people started working on the building immediately, and paying for
material as they went, The women did their part also by helping build pews. In May 1954, the
church building was completed enough to hold services. In August 18954, Rev. Dean Gatch was
called as full time pastor. On August 28, 1954, the church was organized as the Florahome
Baptist Church. Twenty-two came requesting membership as Charter members Due to conflict
of beliefs and outside influence not conducive to the beliefs of the Southem Baptist Conventicn,
the church did nct grow from 1956 until January 1963.

In January 1983, the church was reorganized with the help of the Association. Rev. Alten
Stevens served as pastor from January 3, 1963 until July 28, 1963. Rev. James Thompson was
called as pastor on August 4, 1963. During this time the church built two Sunday School rooms
and two rest rooms. In October 1963, the church sent a Petitionary letter to the Association
raquesting membership. They were received into the Association.
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Rev. J.D. Hersey, Jr., was called as pastor in 1966 and he served until March 1972. On April 16,
1972, Rev. Charles Litzell was called as pastor. In May 1972, through the effort of Rev. Litzell,
the church acquired a house in Palatka, and moved it to Florahome to a lot in front of the church.
During this time work was being done on the new auditorium. In September 1974, Rev. Litzell
resigned, and Rev. Jim Blevins was called as pastor and served until September 1976, when he
resigned. In January 1977, Rev. James White was called as pastor. Rev. White resigned as
pastor in August 1977 and started the First Baptist Church of George’s Lake.

In August 1977, Rev. Frank Fells was called as interim pastor and resigned in August 1978. Rev.
Chuck Wilcox was called as interim pastor in October 1878 and served until November 1980
when he resigned. Rev. Leon Hurley was called as part-time pastor in January 1961, and in April
1982 he started as full-time pastor. Rev. Hurley resigned as pastor in November 1986 and Rev.
Q.D. Moore was called as interim pastor. Rev. Moore resigned as interim pastor in October 1987.
In November 1987, Rev. Grady Darden was called as pastor.

In August 1987, the Florahome Baptist Church voted to merge with the First Baptist Ghurch of
George's Lake. The vote was unanimous in the affirmitive. However, George's Lake voted 12
to 1 against uniting the two churches. In August 1990, a special called business meeting was
called to discuss uniting the two churches. The churches agreed to meet together for worship
service, and in September 1990, a covenant was made between the two churches. They were
united. In October 1990, Rev. Darden resigned as pastor.

First Baptist Church, George’s Lake

In January 1977, Rev. James White was called as pastor of the Florahome Baptist Church. Rev.
White resigned as pastor of the Florahome Baptist Church and started a church at George's
Lake, a community a few miles porth of Florahome on George's Lake. They named this new
church the First Baptist Church of George’s Lake. At first, the church met in the George's Lake
Fire House, On Saturday, August 25, 1978, they started building a house of worship on Wahulla
Street. On QOctober 1978, the church petitioned the Association for membership. Rev. White
became ill and resigned as pastor on November 6, 1978. Rev. R.V. "Buddy” Hogarth became
supply pastor on November 22, 1978, Rev. and Mrs. Hogarth stayed until July 15, 1979.

On July 22, 1979, Rev. Warren Thompson was called as full-time pastor, and October 11, 1979,
the church was accepted into the Association during its Annual Meeting at Peniel.

The church dedicated its new auditorium on April 6, 1980. Rev. Warten Thompson resigned July
16, 1980, and Rev. White returned as pastor July 17, 1980 and stayed until October 29, 1980
when he was again forced to resign because of ill health. Rev. Woody Graves was cailed as full-
time pastor an Novernber 2, 1980 and stayed until July 5, 1981,
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Rev. Charles Litzell became pastor November 2, 1981 when Rev. Graves resigned. In August
1982, an educational building was started and it was attached to the back of the auditorium.
Rev. JW. Keen served as pastor from August 1986 until May 1988. Rev. O.D. Moocre became
interirn pastor in August 1988. Rev. James Adkins served as pastor from August 1988 until
December 1988. Rev. Keen was called back to serve as interim pastor until September 1991,
Rev. Keen passed away June 14, 1992,

Oak Avenue Baptist Church

In 1990, there was a discussion about the First Baptist Church of George's Lake and the
Ftarahome Baptist Church uniting. On August 29, 1990, the churches met together for services
with that idea in mind. An agreement was made and executed on December 13, 1980, The
Florahome Baptist Church was formally dissclved by way of an amendment to its Constitution.

Rev. Bob Caok, Director of Missions forthe St. Johns River Baptist Association, served as interim
pastor from May 1991 to September 1991, at which time Rev. Kenneth Tanner was called as
pastor and served until February 1934, On August 29, 1993, the church started having ail
sefvices at the ald Florahome Baptist Church on Oak Avenue, In March 29, 1994, the name of
the church was formally changed to Oak Avenue Bagptist Church. Rev. Cecil Hess was called as
bivocational pastor on April 10, 1994. The church was rededicated in May 1994 and a new sign
was installed. A bell tower was installed and the bell piayed for the first time on August 21, 1994,
Insulation was installed in the sanctuary, fellowship hall was covered and painted. Rev. Hess
served until October 1, 1995. On December 20, 1995, Rev. Herbert Brownlee was called as
interim pastor and served until April 20, 1996. The church installed a baptistry, purchased new
hymnals, a T.V., and a V.C.R. Rev. Joey Floyd was called as interim pastor July 21, 1996 and
served until September 18, 1996.

Rev. Mike Mallatt was called as pastor on November 1. 1996, and continues through the present
time. Through the years Easter Community Services have been conducted at George's Lake
beach. Since changing our name we have had 30 baptisms, 20 additions by letter, and two by
statement. Although we have met with many obstacles in the past, through trusting in the Lord
for leadership and help, the dedication and diligent work of a group of members we have and
will continue to carry on.



