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Simmons, Emmett (1913-2000) was born in Hardee County, Florida. He served as pastor of 

churches in Limestone, Lily, Myakka City, New Zion, Venus and Dry Prairie Baptist Church, 

Bowling Green, 1959-1973. Simmons and his wife, Cleo B. Simmons had three children. 

 



HISTORY
OF

DRY PRAIRIE BAPTIST CHURCH

Dry Prairie Baptist Church was started by a small group of people 
vhc felt a need for a place to worship, On June 16, 1888 a 
building or rough unpaintsd lumber was erected. There were 25

first pastor and
1897. The church
1912. The first

charter members. Rev. J Mi. Hendry was the 
served from June 16, 188? until October 16, 
mover. into its second building on November 2, 
record of Sunday School daces back to 1894.

The first time he 
1925. He served 

On August 22, 1948
August 9, 

1951. 
land to the cnurch and it 
the pines to its present 

si les. The church moving 
1951 under the leadership 
a weekly prayer meeting.

Rev. S.F. Durrance pastcred Ley Prairie twice, 
served from October 28, 1923 until
again from October 8, 1933 until March 
Mr. D.C. Turner, Sr. donated 2 acres of 
was moved from the site back in 
location which is a distance ox about 3 
was completed in May 19*9. Zn Hay of 
■of Elmer Albritton the church started
Rev. Albritton served from March 25, 1951 until January 11, 1953. 
On September 7, 1952 ths cornerstone was laid for a new 
auditorium. The auditorium was completed and dedicated in March 
1954. Rev. Alex Hendry was the pastor at the time of the 
dedication. Rev. Emmett Simmons served as pastor of Dry Prairie 
from January 7, 1959 until June 15, 1973.

On July 20, 1971 Mr. and Mrs. Bill Peterson donated £ acres of 
land on the west side of the church property to the church. This 
includes the site wher? the parsonage now sits. On April 16, 
1972 Rev. Mac Durrants was erfiained to the gospel ministry under 
the leadership of Rev. Sssstt Simons. Construction of our 
educational building was begun in February 1973. On August 8, 
1975 the new educational building and fellowship hall was 
dedicated, Rev. R.J. Sttwe.?; was the pastor at the time serving 
from May 5, 1976 until June 22, 157?, On November 7, 1976 Bro. 
Janes Petersen was ordained into the gospel ministry.

■. Mac Dur rance, a 
of the auditorium.

A church library 
and 
the 
the 
was 

On

In February 1983, under th- diraction of Rav 
wheelchair ramp was added st the west door ;
Rev. Durrance left July 24th of the same year, 
was started on December 7- 19S3. On September 4, 1985, Mr.
Mrs. Sammy Louis Rawls donated a 3 bedroom home to be used as 
parsonage. The church moved the house to the back lot of 
church property. On February 9, 1986, Rev. Davis Ramsey 
called as pastor and moved into the parsonage in May of 1986. 
November 2, 1986 a dedication service was held for the parsonage. 
Within the next few months we will dedicate a new fellowship hall 
and the present one will be turned into added Sunday School rooms 
and a Pastor's study. We celebrated our 100th anniversary in
November 1988.

Penny



 

 


