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Simmons, Emmett (1913-2000) was born in Hardee County, Florida. He served as pastor of
churches in Limestone, Lily, Myakka City, New Zion, Venus and Dry Prairie Baptist Church,
Bowling Green, 1959-1973. Simmons and his wife, Cleo B. Simmons had three children.



HISTORY
)
DRY PRAIRIE BAPTIST CHURCH

fizyv Pralrie Baptist Church was started by & small group of people
whe felt a need for a pisce to worship. On June 16, 1882 a
cuiiding of rough unpaintzd lumber was erected. There were 2%
charter members. Rev. J.i. Hendry was the €£irst pastor and
sgrved from June 16, LBS8T until Ootober 16, 1897. The church
usved into its second puiliiag on HRovember 2, 1912,  The first
recori ¢f Sunday School Gatss mack to 189%4.

Bav, §.0. Durrance pastozed [ov Prairie twice. The first time he
sarved from Cctober 28, 923 untli August 9, 1925, He served
again from October &, 1932 until Mavch 1%51. On August 22, 1948
¥r. D.Z. Turner, Sr. dopated T acxes of land te the church and it
was moved from the gite DSax:x in the pines te its present
iocation which ix a distancs of about 3 miles. Tha shurch roving
was ccmpleted in May 1% Zn o Hay of 1351 under tihe lsadership
3f Zlmer Albritton the churgh started a weekly prsyer meeting.
Rev. Albritton served from Mazzh 23, 1951 until Janvary 11, 1953.
0 Septamber 7, 1552 thz coraezstone was laid for a new
auditoriuvm. The auditorium was completed and dedicated in March
1954, Rev. Alex Hendry was the pastor at the time of the
dedication. Rev. Emmett Simmons served as pastor of Dry Prairie
from Jznuary 7, 1959 uwntil June 190, 1973.

On July 20, 1971 Mr. and Mrs. Bill Peterson donated £ acres of
land on the west side 2»f the church property to the church. This
includes the site wherz +the passonage now sits. On April 16,
1972 Rev. Mac Durrancz was ~zdained to the gospal ministry under
the leadership cf Rev. 3mzztt 3immons. Constructicn of our
aeducational building was tezix in February 1%73. On Auqust 8,
i87¢ Zhe new edyucationzl uilding and fellowship Sall was
Jedicated. Rev. R.J. Stower: waz the pastor at the Iime serving
from May 5, 1976 until June ZZ, 1877, On November 7, 137¢ Bre.
Jarmes Petersen was ordained Into the gospel ministry.

In February 19&3, uufar ths dirzctien of Rzv. Mac Durrance, a
wheelchair ramp was added st the west dcor of the avditorium.
Rev. Durrance left Juiy 24%h of the =ame year. A church library
was started on December 7, 1982, On September 4, 1985, Mr. and
Mrs. Sammy Louls Rawiz donzted a 3 bedroom home to be used as the
;arsonage. The charel moved the house to the back 1ot of the
church property. Cn Pehruzry 9, 1986, Rev. Davis Ramsey was
callad as pastor and moved into the parsonage in May of 1986. On
November 2. 1986 a dzdicatlion ssrvice was held for “he parsonage.
Within the next few months we will dedicate 2 new fz2llowship hall
and the present one wi:l be turned into added Sunday School rooms
and a Pastor's study. Ve rcelebrated cur 100th anniversary in

Hovember 1988. M’Qﬂod({ & tH o ,q?q
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