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Sibole, James W. (1909-2014) was ordained at Forest Baptist Church, Vero Beach. He graduated 

from the Baptist Bible Institute. Sibole served as a Southern Baptist minister for 60 years. During 

his ministry he served at Wildwood Baptist Church, Bartow; Melrose Park Baptist Church, 

Miami and Miami Lakes Baptist Church where he retired after 30 years of service. He his wife, 

Vera Sibole (1921-2002) had one son. He remarried Dorothy “Dottie” Ivey Sost Sible 



View James Sibole's Obituary on Sun-Sentinel.com and share ... https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/sunsentinel/obituary.aspx7p...

View James Sibole’s Obituary on Sun- 
Sentinel.com and share memories

Sibole, James W., 95, of Hollywood, died August 3, 2014. He was ordained at 
Forest Park Baptist Church. He graduated from Baptist Bible Institute with an 
Associate Degree. During his ministry he served at Wildwood Baptist, Bartow, 
FL, Melrose Park Baptist Church,Miami, and retired from Miami Lakes 
Baptist Church, after 30 years. He served as a Southern Baptist Minister for 
60 years. Survived by his wife, Dorothy (Dotty); son, Jerry (Brenda); step­
children, Sandra Moore (Daniel), Kenneth Akins & Janet Perez (Luis); sister, 
Barbara Berry (John); grandchildren, Brianna, Danielle & Justin; and several 
nieces & nephews from The Victor Crease and Bob Layland Families.
Memorial Service will be held Saturday, Aug. 9, 2014, 2:00 p.m. at Taft Street 
Baptist Church, www.bpfamilycare.com
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James W. Sibole, First Pastor, 1950 - 1954

James W. Sibole was the Wildwood mission pastor and became the 
first pastor of Wildwood Baptist Church. He was also the first pas­
tor to live in the pastorium. Rev. Sibole was born March 14, 
1919 in Detroit, Ml, but moved to Miami, Florida when he was 
seven years old. He graduated from Miami schools and worked 
as an insurance salesman. In 1939 he married Miss Vera 
Malone, also of Miami. On January 1, 1949 James and Vera Si­
bole began attending classes at the Baptist Bible Institute, Lake­
land, Florida. Rev. Sibole was still a student at BBI when he be­

came Wildwood Chapel’s pastor. He continued his course of studies and upon 
graduation had been Wildwood's pastor for several months. Altogether he was pas­
tor of the mission and church for 4 years and 8 months. He and his wife, Vera, had 
two sons, James Michael and Jerry.

Rev. “Jim” Sibole is now 92 years old and retired in 1985. His first wife, Vera, died in 2002 and he has 
since remarried to Dorothy “Dottie” Ivey Sost. Jim and Dottie Sibole live at 200 Asbury Rd., Apt. 103, Holly­
wood, FL 33024-1107. Home phone number is (954)987-2199.

James Thomas Fann, Second Pastor, 1954 - 1955
James Thomas Fann was the second pastor of Wildwood Baptist Church coming Sep­
tember 1954 and leaving November 1955. He married Mildred Bernice McLeod and had 
four sons. Originally he was an agent for the Atlantic Coast Line Railroad Company and 
resigned this position to go into full-time ministry at a drastic reduction in pay. He was or­
dained at Wildwood Baptist Church by the Main Street Baptist Pastor and Deacons and 
preached his first sermon at Wildwood. When Fann left the church 14 months later, he 
went to Live Oak, Florida, and baptized over 40 people the first year.
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and threw it out the window of the car. Thanks to God s help he
never smoked another cigarette.

Rev. and Mrs. Dann currently live in Winter Haven. In
2001, he will be 80 and and she will be 76.

Testimony of John Sibole who was graduated from Baptist Bible
Institute in 1952.

The first time I ever heard of Baptist Bible Institute was at
the Florida Baptist Convention in 1949. At that time the
president of Baptist Bible Institute, Dr. Gambrell, made his
report about a school that would accept a God-called man and
prepare him for the ministry. My wife, Vera, and I talked to him
at the close of the service and prepared to attend Baptist Bible
Institute in January.

I suspect many students in these days would not choose a
school like Baptist Bible Institute. There are many reasons for
this. Our apartment was furnished with a small foot tub in
which we kept a 25 pound block of ice—this was our
refrigerator. We had no air conditioner in our new home nor in
any of the classrooms. One tar-paper covered building was both
study hall and library.

The great advantage of Baptist Bible Institute in those days
was its God-called and dedicated professors such as Dr.
Denham, Rev. Bill Smith, Rev. and Mrs. Walker, Rev. Pat
Wimberly, and others.

Baptist Bible Institute gave me a foundation in the Bible
and prepared us to share the Word with others. I have served
three churches in my ministry: Wildwood Baptist Church at
Bartow, Forest Park Baptist Church in Orlando, and Melrose
Heights Baptist Church in Miami Lakes, Miami, the latter for
thirty years.

I remember with great fondness the wonderful fellowship
and love that permeated the campus. It was a wonderful time of
learning and of growing in the Lord Jesus. After I graduated, I
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was elected to serve on the Board of Trustees and voted to
move Baptist Bible Institute to Graceville. My prayers shall
always be for this school as it prepares students for greater
service for our Lord.

Testimony of William H. Anderson who was graduated from Baptist
Bible Institute in 1955.

Having come to conversion and salvation in the spring of
1949, and not having any connection with any church up until
that time, and having never read over a dozen chapters in the
Bible, it was all a new and happy experience for me at twenty-
two years of age.

When I was converted, it was in cold blood; I mean it was
genuine. After my baptism, I became a member of a cooperating
Baptist church of the Southern Baptist Convention. Since that
point in time, I have been in regular church worship services
Sunday and Wednesday at least ninety-eight percent of the time.

I was called to preach in the early fall of 1951. My call to
preach was as vivid as my experience of salvation. There is no
question about either one, and never has been.

I had heard for some time about the Baptist Bible Institute
and enrolled there in the first part of January 1952. I had been a
Christian slightly less than three years. My exposure to the Bible
and to church life had been short but I had gained some
knowledge from studying the Bible in a Sunday School and on
my own and listening to preaching by my pastors and other
preachers. I had a high school education when I enrolled at
Baptist Bible Institute. I believe at that time Baptist Bible
Institute would accept you if you had been called to preach even
if you didn t have but a second or third grade education. That
was basically why the school was started and what had been in
Brother Frank Faris heart in starting it.

I don t think the Christian atmosphere could have been
better anywhere than it was at Baptist Bible Institute. It was like
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