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Sible, John H. (1929-1992) was born in Pennsylvania. He graduated from Stetson University 

and The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. Sible was ordained by Spencer 

Memorial Baptist Church. He served as director of missions of Marion Association 

1977-1992. He grew up in Tampa. He served as pastor of First Baptist Church, 

Graham; Southside Baptist Church, Sarasota; Northside Baptist Church, Ruskin; Palm 

Avenue Baptist Church, Tampa, First Baptist Church, Osprey and First Baptist Church, Orange City.  

He and his wife, Grace, had a daughter, Pamela, and a son, John, Jr. Grace Sibole would go on to serve as 

director of missions for the Marion Baptist Association after her husband’s death (1992-1994). 
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Rev. John H. Sihle has been 
pastor of the Palm Avenue 
Baptist Church — second oldest 
Baptist church . , , 
since December ^gpsa^ 
1065. He came 
a* a “trouble 
shooter” to help 
the church solve 
some difficult 
problem* and 
get a program 
moving ahead in 
a changing neigh­
borhood which 
calls for new
approaches in Sible 
Christian work.

In the year of his mlni'trlal 
labors Mr. Sible has Introduced 
a number of churches projects 
and given strong emphasis to 
an evangelistic program of 
church outreach.

Born in Pennsylvania, the 
pastor came to Tampa with 
his parents in 1932. He received 
his early educaUon in Tampa 
schools, graduating from Hills* 
e»««M**vecrviBVM. - — — -

Born tn Pennsylvania, the 
pastor came to Tampa with 
his parents in 1932. He received 
his early education in Tamps 
schools, graduating from Hills­
borough High and Stetson Uni­
versity. His seminary training 
was obtained at Southern Bap­
tist Theological Seminary, 
Louisville. Kentucky.

Mr. Sible'* early religious 
experience and churrh training 
was In the congregation of 
Spencer Memorial B a p ti * t 
Church, where he was baptized 
in 1938 at age of 8. While a 
student for one year at the Uni­
versity of Tampa he was a youth 
leader and music director in 
his homo church.

Active in Boy Scouts, and 
achieving 

Scout, the 
served on 
Bmreln in

The young student became 
music director of the New 
Orleans Baptist Church in 1950, 
and as a ministerial student, 
took over the service* of the 

th* rink of Eagle 
p a * t o r formerly 
the «taff of Camp 

the summer.

(Graham Baptist Church In the 
town of Graham He was or­
dained by the Spencer Memorial 
Church.

He also served as music di­
rector and assistant to the pas­
tor In the First Baptist Church. 
Winter Park, while studying In 
Stetson. He was gifted In leader­
ship and was able to gain the 
cooperation of church youth In 
numerous activities.

Mr. Sible later served In the 
Osprey Baptist Church, Osprey, 
and Southside Baptist Church 
Sarasota. This church was a 
mission chapel when he under­
took the pastoral work, and was 
soon formed Into a self-sup­
porting church While attending 
the seminary, he served the 
English Baptist Chapel in Eng­
lish. Ind. He received the B D 
degree In 1961, and returned to 
Florida to the Northsida Bap­
tist Church. Ruskin.

Mr. Sible married Grace 
Roberts of Tampa who was 
active In the affair* of the New

Florida to the Northsid* Bap­
tist Church. Ruskin.

Mr. Sible married Grace 
Robert* of Tampa who waa 
active In the affair* of the New 
Orleans Baptist Church. They 
have two children, Pamela and 
John, Jr. The family resides 
at 12105 Forest Hills Dr.

Prophecy Radio 
Singers Appear

The Voice of Prophecy radio 
eroup. broadcasting over 1300 
stations from Los Angle*, Calif., 
will present a program at First 
Scventh-day Adventist Church 
2909 Nebraska Ave., Wednesday. 
October 5 at 7:30 p.m.
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Director of Missions Honored
Our Director of Missions, John H. Sible, was recognized as the Director of 

Missions for the year 1990 by the Home Mission Board of the Southern Bap tist 
Convention at Ridgecrest Baptist Assembly in July. A plaque was given by Dr. 
Larry Lewis, president of the Home Mission Board, Southern Baptist Conven­
tion, citing that Mr. Sible had contributed significantly to missions. He pointed 
out that Mr. Sible had led Marion Baptist Association to cooperate with the 
Alachua Baptist Association in supporting a new mission at Citrus Springs. The. 
First Baptist Church of Dunnellon was one of the sponsoring churches. He also 
led three churches to sponsor a new mission in cooperative sponsorship. 
Oakcrest Baptist, Highlands Baptist, and Wyomina Park Baptist sponsored 
College Road Baptist Church. His work with black pastors led two black Baptist 
Churches to join the Marion Baptist Association. They were Mount Moriah 
Baptist Church, and New Saint John Baptist Church. He has served as an officer 
with the State Directors of Missions Fellowship. Marion Baptist Association 
was one of the first associations in Florida to use BTN. The association utilized 
computers before the convention offered a computer program for associations.

When Mr. Sible started as Director of Missions in 1977, there were 35 
churches in the association, and to date there are 47 churches and 2 missions. 
The two missions include a Korean Baptist Mission sponsored by the Wyomina 
Park Baptist Church and a Spanish Mission sponsored by Highlands Baptist 
Church.

Mr. Sible served as President of The Greater Ocala Ministerial Association 
when Interfaith Emergency Services was formed. A Horse Farm Chaplaincy 
program was formed with his help to meet the needs of the horse farm 
community.

The recognition that he received from the Home Mission Board was for the 
Town and Country Associations East of the Mississippi river. Two awards are 
given each year.
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Picture of Mr Sible

JOHN H. SIBLE 
DIRECTOR OF MISSIONS 

MARION BAPTIST ASSOCIATION 
1977 - Present
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FLORIDA BAPTIST CONVENTION 
DIRECTOR OF MISSIONS FELLOWSHIP 

PRESIDENT

Our Director of Missions, John H. Sible, was elected 
President of the Director of Missions Fellowship, Florida Baptist 
Convention for 1991-92.

The Fellowship met in session in Pensacola, November 10- 
11, 1991. There are 49 Associations in the State.

Mr. Sible received his education from John B. Stetson 
University with a Bachelor of Arts degree and from Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary with a Masters of Divinity degree.

He has held many positions in ministry, namely. Pastor for 
18 years, Minister of Music and Minister of Education before 
becoming Director of Missions. He has held this position for 14 
years. He was chosen as Director of Missions of the Year in 1990, 
by the Home Mission Board, Southern Baptist Convention. He 
served as President of the Greater Ocala Ministerial Association 
and as Chaplain and Advisor to the Boys Scouts of America Troop 
440. An article was published in the Sunday School Leadership 
Magazine.

In every association where he pastored and served, he was 
active. Serving as Sunday School Director, Royal Ambassador 
Director and Music Director as well as serving on committees. He 
has served on committees in the Florida Baptist Convention and as 
a Special Consultant for the state Sunday School Department. He 
serves as a deacon consultant for the Florida Baptist Convention.

He became the first Director of Missions to serve this 
association in 1977. Heretofore, the association was one of three 
associations with a Director. Since that time, the association has 
grown from 34 churches and one mission to 47 churches and two 
missions. The two missions being a Spanish Mission and a Korean 
Mission.
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DEDICATION
REV. JOHN H. SIBLE

February 9, 1929 - April 6, 1992 
DIRECTOR OF MISSIONS 

MARION BAPTIST ASSOCIATION 
1977 - 1992

John H. Sible was born on February 9, 1929 in Burnham, Penn­
sylvania.

At the age of 9, John Sible was ‘born again’ in Tampa, Florida at 
the Spencer Memorial Baptist Church.

Mr. Sible received his primary education in Tampa, graduating 
from Hillsborough High School.

At the age of 17, the Lord called him into full-time service and 
upon his graduation from high school, he entered John B. Stetson 
University, Deland, Florida. On January 1, 1951, while still in 
college, he married Miss Grace Roberts. They were married for 41 
years and having two children, Pamela and John, Jr.
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Sible received a Bachelor of Arts degree from Stetson University 
and a Master of Divinity from the Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky.

While in seminary, he started a mission in Indiana. At that time, 
the Southern Baptist work in Indiana had just begun. He held 
many pastorates for 18 years as well as other positions on staff. 
His last position, before becoming Director of Missions , was as 
Minister of Education for First Baptist Church, Ocala, Florida.

Sible was active in every association where he pastorcd and 
served. He held associational positions as Music Director, Sunday 
School Director and Royal Ambassador Director as well as serving 
on committees for associational work.

Mr. Sible served on committees for the Florida Baptist Conven­
tion and as a Sunday School consultant and Deacon consultant.

He became Director of Missions for the Marion Baptist Associa­
tion in 1977, as the first full-time director. At that time the asso­
ciation had 35 churches and 1 mission. Since that time, under Mr. 
Sible’s direction, the association has grown to 47 churches and 2 
missions, including Korean and Spanish missions.

In 1990, the Home Mission Board selected Mr. Sible as “Director 
of Missions of the Year in a Town and Country Association” for 
the eastern part of the Southern Baptist Convention. Addition­
ally, he was president of the Greater Ocala Ministerial Association 
when Interfaith Emergency Services began. He served as Chaplain 
and Advisor of Boy Scout Troop #440 and was an eagle scout as 
well. An article, written by Mr. Sible, has been published in the 
Sunday School Leadership magazine.

During his tenure as Director of Missions, Mr. Sible instituted 
the “Missions Investors” program. This funding program was 
designed to assist in starting new churches and missions.

At the time of his death in 1992, Mr. Sible was serving as the 
President of the Director of Missions Fellowship in Florida. 
Rev. John H. Sible will long be remembered as a good and 

faithful servant.
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DEDICATION MRS. M. GRACE SIBLE DIRECTOR OF MISSIONS MARION BAPTIST ASSOCIATION 1992 - 1994Rev John & Grace Sible began serving the Marion association in 1977 as Director of Missions and Associational Secretary. They served together until Rev Sible's death in April, 1992. At that time Mrs. Sible was asked to assume the position of Director of Missions. Her 15 years of service in the assn office made her uniquely qualified to serve as DOM.The Sibles were married on January 1, 1951 and have two children, Pamela and John, Jr.Mrs Grace Sible was commissioned as the Director of Missions for the Marion Baptist Association in December, 1992. During her tenure she assisted in starting three missions and four full time churches in the association, including, Emmanuel, Candler, First, Nazaret Bautista & Primera Hispana Bautista. At the time of Mrs Sible's retirement, April 15, '94, there were 50 churches & four missions in the assn."Amazing Grace" will not only be remembered as Florida's first female Director of Missions but as a DOM that loved her association and loved to serve the Lord. We are thankful for her faithfulness!
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