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Sible, John H. (1929-1992) was born in Pennsylvania. He graduated from Stetson University

and The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. Sible was ordained by Spencer

Memorial Baptist Church. He served as director of missions of Marion Association

1977-1992. He grew up in Tampa. He served as pastor of First Baptist Church,

Graham; Southside Baptist Church, Sarasota; Northside Baptist Church, Ruskin; Palm

Avenue Baptist Church, Tampa, First Baptist Church, Osprey and First Baptist Church, Orange City.
He and his wife, Grace, had a daughter, Pamela, and a son, John, Jr. Grace Sibole would go on to serve as
director of missions for the Marion Baptist Association after her husband’s death (1992-1994).
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Rev. John H. Sible has been
pastor of the Palm Avenue
Baptist Church — second oldest
| Baptist  chureh oo o0
since December _gwwm,
1965, He came
as a “trouble
shooter” to help £
the church solve §
some difficult
problems and
get a program
moving ahead In
a changing neigh-
J borhood which
~[eam for new .
| approaches in Sible
' Christian work.
| In the year of his ministrial
‘labors Mr, Sible has introduced
a number of churches projects
(and given strong emphasis to
‘an evangelistic program of
church outreach,

Born in Pennsylvania, the
pastor eame to Tampa with
his parents in 1932, He recelved
his early education in Tampa
schools, graduating from Hills-
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his parents {n 1932, He received
his early education in Tampa
schools, graduating from Hills-
borough High and Stetson Uni-
versity. His seminary tralning
was obtalned at Southern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary,
Louisville, Kentueky.

| Mr. Sible's early religious|
| experience and chureh training |
{was In the congregation of
| Spencer Memorial Baptis t
| Church, where he was baptized
in 1938 at age of 8. While a
student for one year at the Uni-
versity of Tampa he was a youth
leader and music director in
his home church.

Actlve In Boy Scouts, and
achleving the rank of Eagle
Scout, the pastor formerly
served on the staff of Camp
*| Brorein in the summer.

The young student became
|| musie director of the New

N rector and assistant to the pas-

| | Stetson. He was gifted In leader-

 Osprey Baptist Church, Osprey,

Born in Pennsylvania, the|Florida to the Northside Bap-
pastor came to Tampa with |tist Church, Ruskin,

Jtarth profile

Graham Baptist Church in the
town of Graham He was or-
dained by the Spencer Memorial
Church.

He also served as musle dl-

tor in the First Baptist Church,
Winter Park, while studying In

ship and was able to gain the
eooperation of ehurch youth in
numerous activities.

Mr. Sible later served In the

and Southside Baptist Church,
Sarasota. This church was a
mission chapel when he under-
took the pastoral work, and was|
soon formed into a self-sup-
porting church. While attending
the seminary, he served the
English Bantist Chapel in Eng-
lish, Ind, He received the B.D,
degree in 1961, and returned to
Florida to the Northside Bap-
tist Church, Ruskin,

Mr. Sible married Grace
Roberts of Tampa who was|
active in the affairs of the New

A s Do wb | Dhsvale

Mr. Sible married Grace
Roberts of Tampa who was
sctive In the affairs of the New
Orleans Baptist Church. They
have two children, Pamela and
John, Jr. The family resides
at 12105 Forest Hills Dr.

Prophecy Radio
Singers Appear

The Voice of Prophecy radio
group, broadcasting over 1300
stations from Los Angles, Calif.,
will present a program at First
Seventh-day Adventist Church,
2009 Nebraska Ave, Wednesday,
October 5 at 7:30 p.m,
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jand as a ministerial student,
tonk over the services of the

| Orleans Baptist Church in 1050, || 1515 Marion st Ph. 2234200 ||
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Top of the news
World -hdon co-m top 1 million

in the S« Baptist C 's World Missi
mm»uwwmm: almost exceed-
ing 1989's all-time record attendance, according to Kenny Rains, director
aumhusum

Rains will report to state Missions Confe direc-
tors that 1,113,521 persons “ll: nfe which involved 3,917
churches in 187 local Baptist associations. BP)

Drummond to join Samford faculty

wwmumnmawm
professorship of

's divinity school.

Evmhefaebvummﬂnmmdhlmuyh:mldluvelbe
North Carolina seminary, ioned as a likely candidate 1o be the
smymmdsmgmmm@mum-
Beeson Divinity School.
meunrmmnwuwdmnam
Before b ng 's president in 1988, Di d held an
endowed evangelism position at Southem Baptist Theological

that also bears the name of Southen Baptists’most famous evangelist.
A 1950 Samford graduate, Drummond will join the faculty of the Birm-
ingham, Ala., school July 1. (ABP)

Baptists Committed closes its doors

Baptists Committed, one of several opposition groups that sprang up
as conservatives rose to power in the Southem Baptist Convention, is clos-
ing its doors.

hnkﬂa!oﬂnmuﬂm:mﬂnbeﬂlumﬂmdnnmol
the for B G itted, said the four-year-old
m'ﬂlcknmmnldﬁceluuﬂoluayndmmm
behind the new C ¢ Baptist Fellowship. The Fell p was
fcﬂmdl.yw.m\m\nlhmfwmvhohwhmm
cessful in their attempt to wrest control of the 15-million member denomi-
nation from conservatives. (ABP)

Clendenen chosen to edit commentary

Clends chai of the Oid Te and Hebrew depar
smﬂmmmmwmm»mmau
n(TheNchwncanCmmrynlhean Sundaysdloolm

April

CP report

Florida CP
down 5%
in 1st quarter

Although Florida Baptists” through the
Cooperative Program show a five petccnt
decrease for the first three months of 1992
when compared to 1991 figures, state conven-
tion officials are “not greatly concerned about

drop in receipts to “a stagnancy in Florida's
economy. Many people think the economy is
eomnghck. he said. “But it’s not here yet.”
Owens said he has noticed a “wait and see”
attitude among the churches. “Churches are
waiting to do anything new. It’s not a pes-
simistic attitude but an uncertainty.”
From January through March, Florida Bap-
mmmwnwnn-um
causes the C ive Pro-
gram. Atthe end of March 1991, Honlth»-
tists had given $6,394,233.50. An additional
$36,410.72 designated as “Florida only” funds
was sent to the Florida Baptist Convention.
This compared with $19,223.20 of “Florida

Marion DOM Sible dies;
widow to serve interim

John H. Sible, director of missions for the
Marion Association for the past 15 years, died
April 6 following a brief illness. He was 63.

In what may be a first among Florida Bap-
tists, his wife, Grace, has been clected to suc-
ceed him on an interim basis.

A graduate of Stetson University and South-

Seminary, Sible grew

up in Tampa and

The board’s trustee executive commitiee voled without opp
23 1o forward the admini s dation of Clend to the
full board of trustees.

In addition to naming Clendenen as general editor, the recommendation
mwmwmmldwmdm"mm
editor for New Te and Ken Math fi of divinity
IMDWWMMM -mnnrnlnhr
for Old Testament. Dockery has been selected to become dean of the
school of theology at Southem Seminary in Louisville, Ky., Aug. 1. (BP)

Church, Sarasota;
Northside Church,
Ruskin; Palm Avenue
Church, Tampa; and
First Church, Orange
City. He also served
for five years as minis-
ter of education at First

SMOKY MOUNTAINS NORTH CAROLINA

VACATION RENTALS

Free 6-page vacation rental brochure. All types of mountain properties for sale.
Apple Realty Better Homes and Gardens, Dillsboro, N.C.

(800) 766-2775

Sible is survived by his vnle Gnce one

daughter, Pamela Hannah of Orange City; one
son, John H. Jr. of Ocala and one

“J am very honored that the association would
consider me,” Grace Sible told the Witness. “1
really feel John would want this work to go on
and not falter in any way.”

She served as association clerk and secretary
during Sible's entire ministry. “We worked
together side by side for 41 years,” she said. (W
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Marion Baptist Association 1990

Director of Missions Honored

Our Director of Missions, John H. Sible, was recognized as the Director of
Missions for the year 1990 by the Home Mission Board of the Southern Baptist -
Convention at Ridgecrest Baptist Assembly in July. A plaque was given by Dr.
Larry Lewis, president of the Home Mission Board, Southern Baptist Conven-
tion, citing that Mr. Sible had contributed significantly to missions. He pointed
out that Mr. Sible had led Marion Baptist Association to cooperate with the =
Alachua Baptist Associationin supporting a new mission at Citrus Springs. The.
First Baptist Church of Dunnellon was one of the sponsoring churches. He also
led three churches to sponsor a new mission in cooperative sponsorship.
Oakcrest Baplist, Highlands Baptist, and Wyomina Park Baplist sponsored
College Road Baptist Church. His work with black pastors led two black Baptist
Churches to join the Marion Baptisi Association. They were Mount Moriah
Baptist Church, and New Saint John Baptisi Church. He has s¢rved as an officer
with the State Directors of Missions Fellowship. Marion Baptist Association
was one of the first associations in Florida to use BTN. The association utilized
computers before the convention offered a computer program for associations.

When Mr. Sible started as Director of Missions in 1977, there were 35
churches in the association, and to date there are 47 churches and 2 missions.
The two missions include a Korean Baptist Mission sponsored by ithe Wyomina
Park Baptist Church and a Spanish Mission sponsored by Highlands Baptist
Church. ‘

Mr. Sible served as President of The Greater Ocala Ministerial Association
when Interfaith Emergency Services was formed. A Horse Farm Chaplaincy
program was formed with his help to meet the needs of the horse farm
community.

The recognition that he received from the Home Mission Board was for the
Town and Country Associations East of the Mississippi river. Two awards are
given each year.
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Picture of Mr Sible
Varion Baptist Association 1991

JOHN H. SIBLE
DIRECTOR OF MISSIONS
MARION BAPTIST ASSOCIATION
1977 - Present
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Marion Baptist Association 1991

FLORIDA BAPTIST CONVENTION
DIRECTOR OF MISSIONS FELLOWSHIP
PRESIDENT

Our Director of Missions, John H. Sible, was elected
President of the Director of Missions Fellowship, Florida Baptist
Convention for 1991-92.

The Fellowship met in session in Pensacola, November 10-
11, 1991. There are 49 Associations in the State.

Mr. Sible received his education from John B. Stetson
University with a Bachelor of Arts degree and from Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary with a Masters of Divinity degree.

He has held many positions in ministry, namely, Pastor for
18 years, Minister of Music and Minister of Education before
becoming Director of Missions. He has held this position for 14
years. He was chosen as Director of Missions of the Year in 1990,
by the Home Mission Board, Southern Baptist Convention. He
served as President of the Greater Ocala Ministerial Association
and as Chaplain and Advisor to the Boys Scouts of America Troop
440. An article was published in the Sunday School Leadership
Magazine.

In every association where he pastored and served, he was
active. Serving as Sunday School Director, Royal Ambassador
Director and Music Director as well as serving on committees. He
has served on committees in the Florida Baptist Convention and as
a Special Consultant for the state Sunday School Department. He
serves as a deacon consultant for the Florida Baptist Conventijon.

He became the first Director of Missions 1o serve this
association in 1977. Heretofore, the association was one of three
associations with a Director. Since that time, the association has
grown from 34 churches and one mission to 47 churches and two
missions. The two missions being a Spanish Mission and a Korean
Mission.
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Marion Baptist Association 1992

DEDICATION
REV. JOHN H. SIBLE
February 9, 1929 - April 6, 1992
DIRECTOR OF MISSIONS
MARION BAPTIST ASSOCIATION
1977 - 1992

John H. Sible was born on February 9, 1929 in Burnham, Penn-
sylvania.

At the age of 9, John Sible was “born again’ in Tampa, Florida at
the Spencer Memorial Baptist Church.

Mr. Sible received his primary education in Tampa, graduating
trom Hillsborough High School.

At the age of 17, the Lord called him into tull-time service and
upon his graduation from high school, he entered John B. Stetson
University, Deland, Florida. On January 1, 1951, while still in
college, he married Miss Grace Roberts. They were married for 41

years and having two children, Pamela and John, Jr.
’;
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Marion Baptist Association 1992

Sible received a Bachelor of Arts degree from Stetson University
and a Master of Divinity from the Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky.

While in seminary, he started a mission in Indiana. At that time,
the Southern Baptist work in Indiana had just begun. He held
many pastorates for 18 years as well as other positions on staff.
His last position, before becoming Director of Missions , was as
Minister of Education for First Baptist Church, Ocala, Florida.

Sible was active in every association where he pastored and
served. He held associational positions as Music Director, Sunday
School Director and Royal Ambassador Director as well as serving
on committees for associational work.

Mr. Sible served on committees for the Florida Baptist Conven-
tion and as a Sunday School consultant and Deacon consultant.

He became Director of Missions for the Marion Baptist Associa-
tion in 1977, as the first full-time dircctor. At that time the asso-
ciation had 35 churches and 1 mission. Since that time, under M.
Sible’s direction, the association has grown to 47 churches and 2
missions, including Korean and Spanish missions.

In 1990, thc Home Mission Board selected Mr. Sible as “Director
of Missions of the Year in a Town and Country Association” for
the eastern part of the Southern Baptist Convention.  Addition-
ally, he was president of the Greater Ocala Ministerial Association
when Interfaith Emergency Services began. He served as Chaplain
and Advisor of Boy Scout Troop #440 and was an eagle scout as
well. An article, written by Mr. Sible, has been published in the
Sunday School Leadership magazine.

During his tenure as Director ot Missions. Mr. Siblc instituted
the “Missions Investors” program. This {unding program was
designed to assist in starting new churches and missions.

At the time of his death in 1992, Mr. Sible was serving as the
President of the Director of Missions Fellowship in Florida.

Rev. John H. Sible will long be remembered as a good and
faithful servant.
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Marion Baptist Association 1993

DEDICATION
MRS. M. GRACE SIBLE
DIRECTOR OF MISSIONS

MARION BAPTIST ASSOCIATION

1992 - 1994

Rev John & Grace Sible began serving the Marion
association in 1977 as Director of Missions and
Associational Secretary. They served together until
Rev Sible's deathin April, 1992, Atthat time Mrs. Sible
was asked to assume the position of Director of
Missions. Her 15 years of service in the assn office
made her uniquely qualified to serve as DOM.

The Sibles were married on January 1, 1951 and
have two children, Pamela and John, Jr.

Mrs Grace Sible was commissioned as the Director of
Missions for the Marion Baptist Association in
December, 1992. During her tenure she assisted in
starting three missions and four full time churches in
the association, including, Emmanuel, Candler, First,
Nazaret Bautista & Primera Hispana Bautista. At the
time of Mrs Sible's retirement, April 15, '94, there
were 50 churches & four missions in the assn.

"Amazing Grace" will not only be remembered as
Florida's firstfemale Director of Missions butas a DOM
thatloved her association and loved to serve the Lord.
We are thankful for her faithfulness!
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