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Shull, Lonnie H., Jr. (1937-2022) was born in Lexington County, South Carolina the son of 

Lonnie Houston, Sr. and Roselle Timmons Shull. He graduated from the University of South 

Carolina and New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary. He served as pastor of churches in 

South Carolina, Mississippi and Florida including First Baptist Church, Plant City, 1983-1987. 

Shull and his wife, Hazel Brickle Shull had three sons. 
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Rev. Dr. Lonnie Houston Shull, Jr., husband for 64 years to Hazel Brickle Shull, entered his 

heavenly rest and reward on Sunday August 7, 2022. He passed away in his home in the steadfast 

care of his wife and family. 

 

The son of Lonnie Sr. and Roselle Timmons Shull was born in Lexington County February 1, 

1937 and ordained to the Gospel Ministry in 1956 by Green Hill Baptist Church. A product of 

Brookland-Cayce High School, the University of South Carolina, and the New Orleans Baptist 

Theological Seminary, he received a Doctor of Divinity degree from Charleston Southern 

University. Lonnie Shull was a big part of Baptist life in South Carolina for over 58 years. From 

1956 to 1958, he simultaneously pastored Oak Grove Baptist Church in Gilbert, Harmony 

Baptist Church in Gaston, and Florence Baptist Church in Pelion. From 1958 to 1961 he was the 

shared pastor of Mt. Vernon Baptist Church in Liberty, Mississippi and Amite River Baptist 

Church in Liberty, Mississippi. He served First Baptist Church, Leesville, SC and Oak Grove 

Baptist Church, Batesburg, SC from 1961-1964. He was pastor of First Baptist Church, Liberty, 

SC from 1964-1968; Northside Baptist Church, West Columbia, SC from 1968-1983; First 

Baptist Church, Plant City, FL from 1983-1987; Fairview Baptist Church, Greer, SC from 1987 

to 1997; and First Baptist Church, West Columbia, SC from 1997-2006. He was instrumental in 

the organization of Pineview Baptist Church, West Columbia; Trinity Baptist Church, Cayce; 

Northwood Baptist Church, Lexington; Providence Baptist Church, Greer; and River Springs 

Church, Irmo. 

Lonnie Shull 

 

In every pastorate he was an active participant in the local Baptist Association, often serving as 

the moderator. Shull was President of the South Carolina Baptist Convention in 1981. He served 

two four-year terms on the International Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Convention and 

was on the committee that developed the Missionary Learning Center. He helped establish the 

volunteer Associate Chaplains program at Lexington Medical Center before the hospital opened, 

served as volunteer director for five years, then served as a volunteer chaplain for many years. 

While pastoring in Florida, he served as trustee of Florida Baptist Hospital, Florida Theological 

College. and Plant City Towers. During his South Carolina pastorates, he was on the board of 

trustees of the Baptist Foundation of South Carolina. He served as chairman of the trustees in 

three different terms – each term with a different president. Shull was Associate Chaplain at 

Allen Bennett Hospital. He served on the advisory board of Greenville Technical College Greer 

Campus, the board of trustees of Rolling Green Retirement Center in Greenville, and the 

advisory board of Piedmont Lutheran Home. He was Pastor Advisor to the Baptist Student Union 

at Furman University and served as Pastor Advisor in the state Collegiate Ministry. He served on 

the Pastors Advisory Councils for both North Greenville University and Charleston Southern 

University. Lonnie Shull was National Alumni President for New Orleans Baptist Theological 

Seminary and served as president of chapters of NOBTS alumni in South Carolina and Florida. 

He served on the Advisory Board of Columbia International University and served on the 

Advisory Board of Lowman Home. 

 



In 1999 he was invited by Senator Strom Thurmond to serve for a day as Guest Chaplain in the 

United States Senate. He was a lifetime member of the University of South Carolina Alumni 

Association and Gamecock Club. In every community, Shull was an active participant in the 

Lions Club. He was president of the Plant City and Greer Lions Club and served as Chaplain of 

Lions District Organization. A Life Membership was conferred to him by The International 

Association of Lions Clubs. 

 

Lonnie Shull was known for his Biblical preaching, compassionate and conscientious pastoral 

ministry, sound and loyal denominational leadership, and a willingness to invest himself 

thoroughly in his community. He preached hundreds of revival meetings. He went on missionary 

preaching and teaching assignments in Panama, British Virgin Islands, Alaska, Venezuela, 

Ecuador, Jamaica, Japan, and Brazil. He conducted over 2500 funerals and 500 weddings. He 

had the privilege of baptizing about 2000 men, women, boys, and girls who had accepted the 

salvation of God offered through Christ Jesus. He spent countless hours counseling and making 

pastoral visits in homes, hospitals, and nursing homes. 75 men and women were called into the 

ministry under his pastoral leadership. At his retirement, Shull was presented with awards and 

resolutions of commendation from the churches he had served, the Baptist Foundation, SC 

Baptist Convention, Lexington Baptist Association, the City of West Columbia, the United States 

Congress, the SC House of Representatives and Senate, and The Order of the Palmetto. First 

Baptist Church West Columbia honored him by naming him as Pastor Emeritus. 

 

In his retirement, he continued to supply pulpits across the state and served as a Field 

Representative for The Baptist Foundation of SC. He was honored by the SC Baptist Convention 

for his years of service. The Chaplains program at Lexington Medical Center named their Vision 

Award after him. The Baptist Foundation of SC named the Legacy Award after him. 

 

Lonnie Shull was much loved and respected in his home and family. His sons, daughters-in-law, 

and grandchildren all give testimony of the marvelous ministry to family that was given and 

taught. The way that Hazel cared for him in his infirmity will forever serve as a glowing example 

of faithful love and devotion. 

 

He is predeceased by his parents and his son, Lon Shull III. He is survived by his wife of 64 

years, Hazel, his sister Ann Hinson (Bob), his daughter in law, Lynn Horton Shull, his sons Rev. 

Tim (Gloria Saxon) Shull and Rev. Andrew Shull, his grandchildren Jared Shull, Dr. Hannah 

Nicks (Taylor), and Margaret Shull, a loving aunt, cousins, nieces and nephews. 
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