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Shower, W. Arnold (1917-1996) was born in Summerfield, Kansas, the son of Wesley I. and 

Dora Fralin Shower. He graduated from the University of Tulsa, Oklahoma and New 

Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary. Shower served as pastor of churches in 

Oklahoma, North Carolina and Florida, including First Baptist Church, Oneco, 1957-

1966, First Baptist Church, Fort Myers Beach, 1966-1973, Beach Baptist Church, Fort 

Myers Beach and Kathleen Baptist Church. He and his wife Marjorie Ford Shower had three 

children.  

 



DEDICATION

Rev. Arnold Shower

W. Arnold Shower was born on a farm near Summerfield, Kansas 
September 24, 1917. At the age of twenty-two, he married Marjorie Ford of Sand 
Springs, Oklahoma. They have two sons, one daughter, ten grandchildren and six 
great-grandchildren.

Rev. Shower began his ministry in 1946 and was ordained on September 26, 
1948 at the Limestone Baptist Church in Sand Springs, Oklahoma. He pastored 
three churches in Oklahoma while attending the University of Tulsa. Graduate 
work was done at the New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary.

God used Marjorie’s health to necessitate the family move to the West Coast 
of Florida. During the next twenty-two years Arnold pastored three churches. He 
also served as Moderator of two Baptist Associations, served six years on the 
Board of Trustees at the Florida Baptist Theological College, and was named 
Florida Rural Pastor of the Year by Stetson University.

The Shower’s purchased their Bailey Hills property in 1970, but had to wait 
until 1985 to move permanently to Franklin, after they each had retired.

Rev. Shower set retirement aside to accept the pastorate of Wells Grove 
Baptist Church in 1985. He pastored just over two years, and then returned later 
to serve as interim. He has served as President of the Macon County Pastor’s 
Conference.

Arnold and Marjorie have been members of Iotla Baptist Church since 1983, 
with the exception of the time served at Wells Grove Baptist Church.
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' Rev. William “ 1”
Shower, 78, of 107 Bailey Hills 
Rd., died Sunday, July 21, in a 
local nursing home.

Shower was a native of 
Summerfield, Kansas, and son 
of the late Wesley I. and Dora 
Fralin Shower. He was educated 
at the University of Tulsa, Tulsa, 
Okla., and New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary. He was 
ordained by the Limestone Bap­
tist Church in Sand Springs, 
Okla., on Sept 26, 1948. In 
1979, Shower was named 
“Minister of the Year” by Stet­
son University in Deland, Fla. 
He conducted revivals in Ok­

lahoma, Arkansas, Mississippi, 
West Virginia and Florida. He ; 
was a member of the Southern 1 
Baptist Convention, and the last 
church he served as full time ’ 
pastor was Wells Grove Baptist. 
He was a member of Iotla Bap­
tist Church and was a member



Rev. W. Arnold Shower

revivals in 
Arkansas, 

West Virginia

was ordained by the 
Limestone Baptist Church in 
Sand Springs, Okla., on Sept. 
26,1948.

Rev. Shower has more 
than 30 years’ service as 
pastor of churches in 
Oklahoma and Florida. He 
has been active in denomina­
tional service, having served 
three years as association 
moderator, two terms as 
president of the Pastors’ 
Conference Committee, two 
years on the Cooperative 
Program Committee of the 
Florida Baptist Convention, 
and four years as clerk­
treasurer of the Southwest 
Florida Baptist Association.

Wells Grove Baptist 
Church recently announced 
the selection of Rev. W. Ar­
nold Shower as full-time 
pastor, effective Sunday, 
Nov. 3. Rev. Shower has 
served the church as interim 
pastor since August, when 
the church’s former pastor, 
Rev. Lester Evans, returned 
to seminary in preparation 
for missionary work.

Rev. Shower is a native of 
Summerfield, Kan., and at­
tended the public schools of 
Topeka, Kan. He continued 
his education at the Univer­
sity of Tulsa, Tulsa, Okla., 
and New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary. He

He also served for six years 
on the board of trustees of 
the Baptist Bible Institute of 
Graceland, Fla. In 1979, he 
was named “Minister of the 
Year” by Stetson Universi­
ty, in Deland, Fla. He has 
conducted 
Oklahoma, 
Mississippi, 
and Florida.

Married to the former 
Marjorie Ford, Shower has 
been frequent visitor to the 
Franklin area since purchas­
ing property here 15 years 
ago. The couple made 
Franklin their permanent 
home in April of this year. 
They have three children. 
Rev. Shower is a member of 
the Kiwanis Club of 
Franklin. /1

Shower named as pastor at 
Wells Grove Baptist Church
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