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Shofner, David E. was the son of James Earl and Elizabeth Betts Shofner. He graduated from
Mississippi College and New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary. Shofner served as pastor of
churches in Mississippi, Alabama and Florida including Circle Baptist Church, Pensacola, 1968-
1969. Shofner was married to Myra Sims Shofner.



Pensacola Bay 1992
HISTORY OF
C_IRCLE BAPTIST CHURCH

Circle Baptist Church was established as a mission by First Baptist Church
of Pensacola in 1954 with Rev. Frank Bledsoe as pastor. On October 7, 19586, Circle
Baptist became a fully constituted church and Rev. Bledsoe continued to serve as pastor
until December 31, 1958,

Ground-breaking took place October 3, 1965, for construction of a sanctuary
and a two-story education building. A loan was acquired hy selling church bonds.
This loan was paid off January 30, 1983, making the church debt free and no mortgage
on the buildings. The present fellowship hall was the original sanctuary. It was also
used as the adult Sunday School department. The men and women met together
for Sunday School. When the present sanctuary was constructed the old building
was converted into classrooms and assembly room. Where the pulpit and choir area
had been, a kitchen was built. The rear building housed the children’s Sunday School
classrooms and church office area. The church office was later moved to the front
rooms of the fellowship hall building for security and convenience.

Pastors who have served Circle Baptist Church are:

Rev. Frank Bledsoe 10-03-54 12-31-69
Rev. Charles E. Morris 09-01-60 08-25-68
Rev. David E. Shofner 12-156-68 04-27-69
Rev. E. E. Roberts (Interim) 09-01-69 02-26-70
Rev. W. A. Luckie 02-25-70 02-28-74
Rev. R. Terry Vaughan 07-01-74 02-18-79
Rev. B. Jack Harris (Interim) 06-10-79 05-25-80
Rev. James C. Butler (Deceased) 08-24-80 07056-85
Rev. Steven E. Bailey 08-25-85 01-28-91
Rev. Henry Willett (Interim) 03-10-91 07-17-91
Rev. C. Steve Brassell 07-17-91 Present

Records for Qctober - December 1954 show 45 resident members and 3
baptisms. Records for 1991-92 indicate 105 resident members, 9 baptisms and 15
new members.

The 199 1-92 church year marked a new beginning for Circle Baptist Church
as we began to dream again. We now have a clear vision of the future and a plan
to move our church forward. We know that God has called us to be a church which
ministers to the needs and lifestyles of families in the 90’s. We strongly emphasize
our worship and education ministries. Our worship style is a combination of traditional
and contemporary approaches.

Our goal is to have 300 in attendance by September 30, 1995. Our action

plang revolve around our threefold approach to the ministry of exalting the Savior,
equipping the saints, and evangelizing the sinner.
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