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Shoemaker, T. V. served as pastor of First Baptist Church, Daytona Beach.
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History of the First
Baptist Church
of Daytona

In compiling this history of our church,
‘the author is indebted to Mrs. G. E. Neff
and her sister Mrs. Gambol, for informa-
tion of the first four years of its existence,
To hear these good ladies tell of this time
it is as exciting as fiction and so inspiring
at no member of our church could help
being thrilled with admiration for the
old saints, who laid the foundation of our
shurch.

In the year 1898, Dr. Johnson, an emi-
nent minister of our faith, while wintering
DeLand, made a trip to Daytona Beach
{or Daytona it was then called), and see-
ing possibilities for a church here, began
fo hunt out the Baptists and gather them
‘ogether. Foremost among them he found
A. M. Smith and his daughters, Mrs, Neff
ind Mrs. Gambol.

They secured as a meeting place the old
spera house in the Graham Thompson
building on Beach Street and there the
church was organized by Dr. Johnson.
The first board of deacons were A. M.

RED CROSS LIVER MEDICINE oures
headache, constipation, Indigestion, seur
stomach. Purely vegetable—Nature's Own
Remedy. CASH BROS. DRUG CO., INC,,
Mfrs., Jacksonvlille, Fila.

“The Best-Dressed
Girl In Her Set”

There seemed to be no end to the
iovely new dresses that she wore —

something for every occasion, from cost-
y-looking satin evening gowns to dainty
zingham morning  dresses. No one
would ever have guessed how Iittle she
ceally spent for her clothes.

Mill  Prices

By taking advantage of the opportunity
;0 buy mill ‘over-runs”, you can secure
e finest fabrics at about half the price
you would pay for them in the best de-
rtment and dry-goods stores. A wide
selection of materials await your inspec-
tion; dainty voiles, pleasing wash silks,
showy taffetas, lustrous satins, tasteful
zinghams, serviceable poplins and rich
draperies; in a host of attractive colors
and patterns. All goods are fresh from
he loom—stylish, new and clean. These
naterials have been freshly made up for
our merchant customers, but our looms
nnot be set to their exact yardage. For
is reason you are offered the choicest
abrics, cut to any length, at astonishingly
OW prices.

Free Samples

Write for our folder, “Fabrics of Fash-
on,” with free- samples of the materials,
‘which we are offering at 1-3 to 1-2 less
han retail price, postpaid.

NATIONAL WEAVING CO,
LOWELL, N. C.

Smith, J. R. Cole and S. L. Story.

The little group of people were blessed
and soon began to long for a church home
that belonged to them, so, in the summer
of 1898, they secured the lot on which
the church now stands, but having little
wealth in their membership, did not see
their way clear to building a church at
that time.

LUMBER WASHED ASHORE

During this summer one of our equin-
octical storms swept through the state
and after it had abated, Brother Smith
and his daughter, Mrs. Neff, were walk-
ing along the beach, when they noticed
a quantity of new planking being washed
in by the tide. Mrs. Neff was so excited
that she waded out to meet the incoming
waves and would seize a plank and hold
on for dear life until she could carry it
to the shore. These people salvaged the
whole lot of timber and seeing that here
was the present solution for their church
home, got two of the young men of the
church, Elton Rich and Jesse McKinney,
to haul the lumber to the church lot, Here,
on the back of the lot, to allow room for
building a church later, the floor and
framework of a tabernacle were construct-
ed, a canvas top was bought for $40, and
our church pioneers moved into the first
church home. t

About this time Mrs. Holden became
active in the life of the church. She was
a woman of wealth, but consecrated her
money to the Lord and was the one, who
first conceived the idea of building a real
church. For this reason and because of
the great love, which the membership bore
her, she was called the mother of the
church. She said that she would give $500
if the church would raise $500. In those
days raising $500 was as hard as raising
$50,000 today, but these people were deter-
mined and they found f{riends to help.
Several gave money with the distinct un-
derstanding that the church was not to
run up a debt. The membership was fort-
unate in having several carpenters among
their number, who donated their work to
the building. Bro. Smith was Treasurer
of the building committee and although
he was ill and not even able to sit up all
the time, he had a cot moved into the
church, were he lay and received contribu-
tions and told visitors about it.

Then in the summer of 1899 the Church
was really begun.

As soon as the roof and the floors
were completed the membership moved
in. Their first windows were canvas ones,
made by Mrs. Holden, Mrs. Neff and
Mrs. Gambol.

Before the dedication of the Church
the well loved Brother Smith died and
his was the first funeral in the new Church.
His grand daughter, Ruth Gambol, was
the first person to be baptized in the
church.

OUT OF DEBT

When the members had gone on as far
as they could with the building, they had
a surprise visit from Dr. Johnson in the
spring of 1900. After he was proudly
shown over the church he asked how they
were getting on financially, they told him
that if they had one hundred dollars, they
would be clear.

He said, “I have it, in my pocket,” and
told them it had been given by interested
friends in the North. This same spring
the memorial windows to Deacon A. M.
Smith and Mrs. Holden, and the other
windows at the east end of the Church
were put in. The large one in front was
paid for by the tourists and dedicated to
them.

The Pastors, who served the Church
during these years were Dr. Johnson, Rev.
Sheffield, Rev. Hendricks and Dr. Fulton.
They were also helped by local ministers,
among them Dear Dr. C. M. Bingham of
the Congregational Church and Dr. Chau-
doin of DeLand.

Following this time of many supplies
in the pulpit, Rev. Andrews was called
and remained as Pastor until April 1903,
when Rev. J. P. Graham was called to
the Pastorate and remained in the service
of the Church until August First 1904.
From that time until November first the
pulpit was occupied by supplies. Nov.
first Rev. T. V. Shoemaker accepted a
call and remained until April 1906. The
folowing September Dr. Howard B. Gib-
bons took up the work and remained with
us as Pastor until November 1908.

In February 1909 Rev. A. Lincoln
Abercrombie was called to the pulpit and
served us faithfully until May 1914. Rev.
Abercrombie was instrumental in establish-
ing the Seabreeze Mission Church, which
afterward grew into the present Calvary
Baptist Church. After his pastorate some
years, when he was working as a layman,
he was also the moving spirit in establish-
ing and organizing the Ridgewood Baptist
Church in Holly Hill and served as pastor
for that church until his death in 1927.

REV. RIGHTMIRE’S
MINISTRY

In November 1914 Rev. Holmes S.
Rightmire began his ministry. In the sec-
ond year of his pastorate, the church pur-
chased the present parsonage from C. C.
Barnes and immediately took possession.
The old parsonage was rented for a time,
but larger quarters for the Sunday School
were soon needed and it was utilized for
class rooms and Primary Department. In
April 1919 Rev. Rightmire resigned his
charge to take up Field work with the
State Board. He carried on this work un-
til August, when, being recalled by
church and feeling that his health w-
not stand the strain of Field work, he ..
cepted the call and remained until Februaz;
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